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An open community united in love and justice
848 Lake Street – Oak Park, Illinois 60301

708.386.5215   www.FirstUnitedOakPark.com
Preparing for Worship
Hear these words of Jesus:  I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled.   -Luke 12:49
*Please stand if you are able—Speak in unison at the bold face areas.

Please silence cell phones.
GATHERING MUSIC                        Andantino                                   Denis Bédard
Gathering as God’s People

*CALL to WORSHIP
                                           


           Vivian Crowell
With what shall we come before the Holy One, and bow ourselves before God on high?

Shall we come before God with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?

God has showed you, O people, what is good; and what does the Holy One require of you?

To do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God.  Amen.

*HYMN  1                       Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                          ST. DENIO
 (black hymnal)

CALL to CONFESSION                                                                                                 Rob Leveridge
We are called to examine our faithfulness to God’s covenant with us.  God, in whose presence we gather, promises us grace and pardon when we acknowledge our weakness and shame.  Let us confess our sins to almighty God.

PRAYER of CONFESSION                                                                                                           
Eternal God, whose Word is a lamp for our feet and a light for our path, we recognize and confess that we have failed to respond fully to your gracious presence in our lives.  Through Jesus Christ you have offered us new life, fulfillment, and the freedom to serve you.

We confess that we are captive to sin, that our sin binds us with false pride, and that the wrong we do is made worse by the good we leave undone.  
Silence is kept.

Reconcile us to you and to all people.

God of mercy, forgive all our sin and strengthen us for life as you intend it, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.

ASSURANCE of PARDON
God hears the confession of our hearts and our lips.  Through Jesus Christ we are forgiven all our sins, and by the Holy Spirit we are empowered for new life.

We believe the good news of Jesus Christ.  Amen.

*PASSING the PEACE      The peace of Christ be with you.
  And also with you.
              Please share the peace of Christ with those around you.
OUR LIFE TOGETHER                                                                                                 Rob Leveridge

                            Please sign and pass the red pad in your pew.
MOMENT FOR MISSION                                                         Bob Giles and Bob Haisman
Listening for God’s Word to Us
	TIME for SHARING      
	
	Rick Steele


SONG OF ILLUMINATION (sing three times)      
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	A READING from the FIRST TESTAMENT
	2 Kings 2:1-12 (OT p. 332)
	Vivian Crowell


A READING from the                2 Corinthians 4:3-6 (NT p. 180)                       
SECOND TESTAMENT

*HYMN 451

            Be Now My Vision
                                     SLANE
(black hymnal)

SERMON                        
“Succession Planning for Prophets”          
Julie R. Harley
Responding to God’s Word

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED  


I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
      
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
      
was crucified, died, and was buried;
      
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,
      
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
      
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
      
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
      
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
     
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
OFFERTORY                           Prayer for Transfiguration Day                 John Weaver
Please place pink prayer cards in the offering plates.


O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Christ, your Son, you have confirmed the mystery of the faith by the testimony of the apostles. In the voice that came from the bright cloud you proclaimed him to be your Son, and told us to heed his teachings. O God, make us heirs with Christ, in his glory evermore, alleluia. Amen.
*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                        TALLIS CANON  


Praise God from whom all blessings flow;


Praise Christ all people here below, 


Praise Holy Spirit evermore;


Praise Triune God, whom we adore,  Amen.
PRAYERS of the PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER                            Marylen Marty-Gentile

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, Amen.

Going Forth in Dedication and Service
*HYMN 358                                       God of the Prophets                                             TOULON
(black hymnal)                                          
*CHARGE and BENEDICTION                                                                                          
SENDING MUSIC                     Prelude in Classic Style                                  Gordon Young
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TODAY AT FIRST UNITED

TODAY'S OFFERTORY ANTHEM John Weaver (born 1937) had a long career as both a church organist and recitalist, and also wrote a significant body of works for organ and voice, including today's offertory anthem.
COVER ART TODAY depicts the prophets Elijah and Elisha.
UPCOMING EVENTS

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE DINNER TUE., FEB. 21 6-7:30 pm.  FUJI youth will host dinner with pancakes, fruit and sausage as a celebration before Lent.  Suggested door donations are $5 per person/$12 per family—though we welcome more to support FUJI retreat scholarships. Youth will lead the night with entertainment, info about FUJI, and Shrove Tuesday history.  Children especially welcome!  Before Tuesday night committees, grab something to eat first.  For more info or to rsvp contact Julie O’Shea (financial@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE, FEB. 22, 7PM   Join us for this time of reflection and preparation for the wilderness.  We will hear ancient words, refresh our appreciation for the journey that Christians embark upon during the season of Lent, and place ashes upon each forehead, a reminder of how precious is the gift of life and time.  

SIGN UP TO BE A PRAYER PARTNER DURING LENT!  Prayer partners commit to touch base with each other at least once per week, by phone, email or in person, to share joys and concerns, so that they can lift one another up in prayer.  This season of prayer partners will last from Feb 26 and Easter Sunday, April 8.  Sign up with one of the cards found in the worship bulletins, or by emailing Pastor Rob Leveridge. The church will email partner information to those who sign up soon after, February 26.
LENTEN BOOK STUDY GROUPS:  This Lenten Season, our congregation is reading the book How Then Shall We Live? by Wayne Muller in small groups meeting in our church building and in members’ homes.  These weekly gatherings are happening at different times throughout the week, to accommodate a range of personal schedules.  The book focuses on fundamental questions that can become doorways to a more meaningful life: Who am I? What do I love? How shall I live, knowing I will die? What is my gift to the family of the earth?  Sign up to join a book group in the lounge, or by emailing Pastor Rob Leveridge: rleveridge@firstunitedoakpark.com.  
EMPTY BOWLS COMMUNITY DINNER FEB. 24 6-8 pm  at Oak Park River Forest High School.  Soup lines form from 6 - 8 p.m. $15/person, ($10/child).  Simple meal of soup and bread.  Take your bowl home and use it daily, as a remembrance of those who have an empty bowl for dinner each night.  Donations benefit PADS, OPRF Food Pantry and Global Alliance for Africa.  Thank you to this congregation for their years of support!
ADULT EDUCATION FOR FEB. 26 (9:30 am)
· Israel/Palestine Conflict (6 of 7) Kairos Palestine and Kairos USA: Pauline Coffman will report on a meeting in Bethlehem, Dec. 5-10 2011, where representatives gathered together to meet and consider a common response to the question, “What Does the Lord Require of Us?”  Centennial Hall

· Bible Study The Minor Prophets have ushered us through 2011; now we will go in depth with The Beatitudes. (Conference Room).  Newcomers always welcome.

REVISED DATE FOR PRIMETIME DUSABLE MUSEUM VISIT:  TUE., FEB. 28  We will visit the quilt exhibit commemorating the election of President Barack Obama, followed by a lunch in Hyde Park. Meet at 9 AM at the church parking lot and carpool to the exhibit.  Cost is $7 museum fee, $3 for your driver, plus your lunch cost.  Contact Connie Henderson-Damon ASAP at (708) 386-4271 or chendersondamon@gmail.com, and please let her know if you can drive.  Do join us!  
"HOW COME I'VE NEVER HEARD OF INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY?"  (MAR. 1ST )

Join First United Evening Division on Thursday, Mar. 1st and find out from Laurie Jolicoeur, First United member. Bring a picture or symbol of an important woman or women in your life to contribute to a collage.  Dinner at 6:00PM in Centennial Hall is $15.00.  Call Ruth Ashman at 708-366-3689 by Feb. 28th for reservations or sign up at the Elders Desk.  Program begins at 7:00PM with no reservations needed.

MUSLIM CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE EVENT PLANNED MARCH 4  The Islamic Foundation of Villa Park has invited us to join them on Sunday afternoon, March 4, 2012 for a session on Sharia Law and its role in Islam.  The speaker will be Abdul Malik Mujahid.  All welcome.  Time:  2 - 4 pm; Bring:  snacks to share. Carpool: by meeting at the church parking lot by 1:30 pm.  Sign: the list on the desk in the Lounge.
SPEAK TRUTH TO POWER IN DC, MAR. 23-26 A group of youth and adults from First United will travel to Washington, DC on Mar. 23-26 for Ecumenical Advocacy Days.  We will worship, learn and then visit our members of Congress to advocate for peace and justice in our nation and around the world.  Some scholarship and financial assistance is available.  Contact Pastor Julie Harley by Feb. 24 to learn more at jrh@firstunitedoakpark.com.  

GENERAL INFORMATION      
[image: image3.jpg]take this bread




VISITORS!  We’d like to give you a gift – no strings attached.  A greeter or a pastor can give you a copy of the book Take This Bread, which is a story of someone who came to Christian faith as she engaged in service with poor and vulnerable members of her community.  We hope this story will be a blessing to you as you grow in your own relationship with God, and we’re very glad you have joined us for worship today!    

WORSHIP

· COFFEE HOUR: All are invited, immediately after worship in the lounge.

· TO REDUCE DISTRACTIONS DURING WORSHIP, please use the exits and restrooms at rear (Lake St. side).  Rear restrooms are at basement level.  Please wait until first hymn to enter the sanctuary if your arrive a bit late.
· GREEN GIVING CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS  Offerings are a sacred act of worship Use the Cards to celebrate what you’ve already given or to make a credit card donation.
FOR KIDS

· Age-appropriate worship activities are available as you enter the Sanctuary. Children 5 and under may leave after Time for Sharing and go to Rooms 14 and 15. 

· A Jesus doll is on the front pew, available for a child who may want to sit with him during worship.  Jesus is there for your child, just as Jesus is present for us. 

MISSION

· OUR COUNCIL PRIORITY is to build relationships that Bless, Challenge and Transform… with God, with each other and with the world.

· OUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE HAS THREE CORE THEMES:  1) Moving from words to God-pleasing actions in our relationship with God.  2) Moving from individualism to intimacy in our relationship with others.  3) Moving from providing charity to changing structures of injustice in our relationship to the world.

	SCAN WITH QR APP TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE!


· WE ARE a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ. We are a “More Light”/“Open and Affirming” congregation, committed to the full inclusion of GLBT people in membership and ministry.
PLEASE CONTACT US!

· Prayer requests, hospitalizations:  Please contact a pastor (see back)

· Questions/Suggestions: Email Church Council:  council@firstunitedoakpark.com 
· For joys and concerns, deacons are available in the lounge after worship or by email at deacons@firstunitedoakpark.com.

LEARN MORE AT FIRSTUNITEDOAKPARK.COM
WEEKLY CALENDAR
	SUN, FEB. 19
FUSH/FUJI Youth Group 6 pm
MON, FEB. 20
Church Office Closed!

(Presidents Day)

Nominating Committee 6:30 pm
TUE, FEB. 21
Pancake Dinner 6 pm
Council Meeting 7:30 pm

WED, FEB. 22
Bible Study 11 am

Adult Choir 6 pm
Ash Wednesday Service 7 pm
	THUR, FEB. 23
Cluster Tutoring 6:30 pm
Shawl Ministry 7 pm

FRI, FEB. 24
Peace Vigil 7 pm
SAT, FEB. 25
Inner Peace World Peace 8:30 am

SUN, FEB. 26
Leader Breakfast 8:30 am

New Members Class 9 am
Adult Ed (Bible Study, Israel/Palestine) 9:30 am
Worship  11 am
FUSH/FUJI Youth Groups 6 pm

	CONTACT US
Julie R. Harley, Lead Pastor 

     jrh@firstunitedoakpark.com
Leah Fowler, Associate Pastor
      
     lfowler@firstunitedoakpark.com
Rob Leveridge, Associate Pastor 

     rleveridge@firstunitedoakpark.com
Marylen Marty-Gentile, Director of 
     marylen@firstunitedoakpark.com
Children & Family Ministries 







Rick Steele, Pastoral Intern

     rick.steele@4rmanagement.com
William Chin, Director of Music                       bill@firstunitedoakpark.com
Michael Surratt, Interim Organist 
     msurratt@sbcglobal.net
Adam Wilson, Office Manager

     office@firstunitedoakpark.com
Fred Henders, Operations Manager
     operations@firstunitedoakpark.com
Julie O’Shea, Financial Manager 

     financial@firstunitedoakpark.com
Joan White, Nursery School Director 
     jwhite@firstunitedschool.com
General Office Email                                        office@firstunitedoakpark.com
Church Phone and Hours

     (tel) 708.386.5215, (fax) 708.386.7480, Mon-Fri 8am-4pm
Kids Kloset Hours:                                            Sat. 9:30-11 am                  

Walk-In Ministry Phone and Hours:              708.386.1946, Mon–Sat 10 am-11 am
Food Pantry Phone and Hours:                      708.386.1324, Sat. 9-12, Wed. 3:30-5, except 1st Wed’s 7-8:30pm

	ANNOUNCEMENT SUBMISSIONS

· Email office@firstunitedoakpark.com with where & when to publish (i.e. “Feb. 5 bulletin”)

· Bulletin:  75 words max, due Thur. noon, space permitting.

· Messenger Bell:  250 words max, due 15th of month (or next business day).  


Next Sunday, Feb. 26, 2012  -  11:00 am Worship  -  Sermon: “Roots and Fruits”


Scripture Reading:  1 Peter 3:18-22 and Mark 1:9-15





    





			








	












