
 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
1 OCTOBER 2017 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

An open community united in love and justice 

 

 



 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

“If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each other."   

– Mother Teresa 

 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                    Deck Thyself With Joy and Gladness                                            J.S. Bach 
 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER        Please sign and pass the connections pew pad.        Matthew Aeschleman                          

       

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                               Colin Lonergan 

We gather together in the name of the One who brings unity. 

We gather together to hear your call. 

We gather together to learn to become more united with people around the world in Christ. 

We gather with the hope of spreading love and peace to all. 

We gather as one in the body of Christ, knowing you are amongst us. 

We gather to celebrate the diversity of your people by worshiping you together. 
 

* HYMN 309                                                            We Are Your People  

black hymnal     
 

CALL TO WHOLENESS                                                                                                                  Sophie Lever 
 

PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS 
Unifying God, we forget sometimes that we are all part of one family, your children 

sprinkled around the world. We pray that you will continue to strengthen our relationships 

with our brothers and sisters, and with you. Give us the courage to be the kind of Christians 

your son, Jesus, modeled for us, spreading radical love and fighting for justice and peace for 

all people. Help us to find wholeness in you and unity with all our brothers and sisters 

around the world. Amen. 
 

SILENCE IS KEPT. 
 

ASSURANCE OF LOVE                                                                                                                                                 Elise Beile 
Friends, hear this Good News. Nothing can separate you from the love of God. 

And together we are one in Christ. 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

 



 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 

TIME FOR SHARING                                                                                                          Lura, Nicole, Owen            

                                            

SONG OF ILLUMINATION                          Come, O Holy Spirit, Come      Traditional Yoruba song 

 
 

READING                                                    1 John 4:7-21                                            Jordan Sibley-Diggs 
  

SERMON                                                            Reflections                    

         Owen Savoy, Lura Honderich, Nicole Cerniglia  

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
* HYMN 570                                                            We Shall Overcome  
black hymnal     

 

TESTIMONY OF CARE                                                                                                             Connie Henderson-Damon 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                                         Ben Issel 

Offerings are a sacred act of worship. We invite you to use the green giving cards in the pew rack to 

celebrate what you’ve already given or to make an additional donation.  

 

OFFERTORY                                                 For Everyone Born                                                      Brian Mann 

  

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                       OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below. 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.   

                                                                                        

 



 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE                                                                                               Daniella Chapman-Rienstra  

Friends, this is the joyful feast of unity. Christ has gathered his people around the earth to 

commune at this table. Across political lines and economic lines, in places of powerfully-

protected affluence, and among the poorest of the poor, we share a meal, remembering and 

celebrating the One who proved shalom possible. 

And so, come:  

you from the East and you from the West, 

from the North and from the South. 
 

Come.  

Come with your doubts,  

come with your hopes,  

come with your inadequacies  

and with your strengths. 

Come,  

for this is a table where all are invited  

and all are welcome. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                                                                                 Kelsey O'Shea  

May God be with you 

And also with you! 

Lift your hearts 

We lift them up to God! 

Let us give thanks to God who brings us unity and connection. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise! 
 

Creating God, we give thanks that you brought this world  

and all of humanity into being,  

breathing life into us.  

You show yourself in each face we encounter,  

each and all created in your image. 
  

We thank you for your covenants and promises.   

You taught us how to serve you,  

and how to honor each other.  

To bring us into relationship with you,  

you sent us prophets and teachers.  

We offer thanks that when we ignored your embrace,  

you persisted in reaching out to us.  

We thank you most for the life and ministry of Jesus.  

The death and resurrection of Christ taught us  

that nothing, not even death, can separate us from you. 
  

Through your Holy Spirit, you breathe through us, gathering us as church. Thank you for 

continuing to bring us together that we may celebrate you in this song we sing to you:  

 

 



 

SANCTUS                                                                            Holy, Holy, Holy                                Puerto Rican Melody  

(Repeat each line after the Leader:) 

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Indeed blessed are you, Jesus the Christ, for risking yourself among us, vulnerable and rejected;  

for teaching among us, teaching the radical hope of God; 

teaching grace to a world bent on vengeance, 

teaching love to a world bent on destruction, 

teaching peace to a world bent on tearing itself apart.  

You were there, your word was there, even to the point of death itself. 

Even faced with terror and hatred and the brokenness of the world, 

you rose again, to new life, to new creation, to resurrection,  

that we might know something other than the dust, 

that we might expect something other than the end, 

that we might work for something other than ourselves. 

And so you speak to us again, 

with these abundant gifts of bread and wine, 

with which we joyfully celebrate your dying and rising, 

as we await the table of the Kingdom yet to come, 

and as we dedicate ourselves again to you,  

thankful, and transformed, as living and holy sacrifices, 

that our lives may proclaim the one crucified and risen.  

Great is the mystery of faith:  
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
Christ has died, 

Christ is risen, 

Christ will come again. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                                     Paul Raducha 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                                                                                                   Deborah Kapp 
 

SHARING THE ELEMENTS  
Communion will be served by intinction. Beginning from the middle pews, we invite everyone to 

come to the front or back to share in the joyful feast. As you reach the servers, take a piece of bread 

and then dip it in the cup. Gluten-free bread is available at a separate station in the west transept of 

the sanctuary.   

 

 



 

COMMUNION MUSIC                                                                                                          Rowan Zdziarski-West 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                  Paul Raducha                                     

You have met us at the table, Lord Jesus, 

to unite us with you and with beloved siblings in faith around the world. 

Go with us now into that world, 

that we might be a living sign of welcome among refugees, 

of freedom among the oppressed, 

of hope amid persecution, 

of peace amid violence, 

of living faith amid a culture of skepticism, 

and of loving kindness toward the earth and all her inhabitants. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, even as we pray that prayer that he taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
 

* HYMN 347                                          Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ            

black hymnal                          
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                                                                    Juliet Thurman 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                           PGo Now in Peace                                  Natalie 

Sleeth 

 

SENDING MUSIC        Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ                                           Mark Sedio 



 

 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 
 

THE ALTAR ROSE is in memory of Tate Hansen Pickett, nephew of Rev. Britt Cox. 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins near the Sanctuary exits. 

 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship. 

 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, BIBLES AND 

HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these items and return 

the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be returned to the table 

behind the middle pews.  

 

 

 

EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 

STEWARDSHIP 2018. Our goal is for $750,000 in pledges, which is a 15% increase from last year due to 

new expenses. Please prayerfully consider increasing your pledge, renew your pledge if you 

haven’t pledged recently, or make a pledge for the first time. Mail or drop a pledge card in the 

collection plate or pledge online by Oct. 29. 

 

KIDS KLOSET DONATIONS - Our 8th Grade Church School Class is holding a clothing drive for our Kids 

Kloset. Bring in donations of like new or new children or youth sized winter clothes and outerwear 

between now and October 22. Bins will be in the church lounge. 

 

FINAL MEETING OF THE IMPLEMENTATION PLANNING TEAM FOR THE STRATEGIC PLAN 

The final meeting of the Implementation Planning Team for the Strategic Plan is on Tuesday, October 

3, 7-9 p.m. in the Chapel. Come prepared to present your team's plan! Questions? Contact Mary, 

maryanderson1998@gmail.com 

 

DINNER AND A MOVIE: LION - Friday, October 6 

In this affecting true story, five-year-old Saroo is adopted by an Australian couple after losing his 

way in the urban jungle of Kolkata. Dinner at 6 p.m. ($5 donation); movie at 6:30 (free). Sign up in 

lounge or call Nancy Pennington, 708-386-9195. 

 

HEAR YE! HEAR YE! NEW REFORMATION DOCUMENTARY! - Thursday, October 12, Centennial Hall 

Join Evening Division for a delicious dinner and David Suchet's documentary "Reformation: This 

Changed Everything; 500 Years of the Reformation." Dinner: 5:45 p.m.; $15 donation. Movie begins at 

6:45 p.m. and is free. Call Chris Davis for dinner reservations: 708-383-5632. 

 

 



 

 

 

CONFECTIONS AND COMMUNITY! SECOND SUNDAY SUNDAES - Next Sunday, October 8 

Join us for Second Sunday Sundaes! After worship on the second Sunday of each month, join us for a 

sundae bar—complete with ice cream, sprinkles and chocolate syrup. Build fellowship and feed your 

sweet tooth. Open to all ages. Hosted by the 7th grade church school class. 

 

OPEN CONVERSATION WITH DEBORAH. Sunday, October 8, after church in the sanctuary. Everyone's 

welcome to come and talk with our new Interim Lead Pastor about her work, the pace and schedule 

of the transitional time, what she just said in the sermon, or other questions/issues that may be on 

your mind. We will do this from time to time, so if you are not able to make this conversation, maybe 

you can come to the next one. 

 

DONATIONS FOR HOUSE-TO-HOME KITS 

Despite the recent fire at Housing Forward, the Faith in Action Housing Subcommittee is still 

collecting items for House-to-Home kits to relocate five families into permanent housing. Find a list 

of needed items at sanctuary entrances or sign up in the church lounge or at SignUp Genius 

(http://bit.ly/2fpnQGW). Bring items to church through Oct. 15. Questions? Contact Charlie Morris 

(cmorris91120@gmail.com). 

 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS - October 29 - November 19 9-10:30 a.m.  

If you have been attending First United Church and have been thinking about making this 

congregation your church home, you are invited to attend the New Members Class beginning on 

October 29. These gatherings are a great way to get to know other newcomers and members alike and 

find out more about First United Church. 

 

During these gatherings church members and newcomers will explore the many aspects of our 

congregation’s beliefs, values, programming and mission. We will meet each Sunday beginning at 9 a.m. 

Those who feel so led will have the opportunity to be welcomed as members of First United Church 

during worship on November 19. Children are welcome to join the class or go to church school or the 

nursery.  If you have questions and/or would like to sign up to be part of this class, email Pastor Britt 

Cox, at bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com or call the church office. 

 

 

 

  



 



  



 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

• Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more information 

about the church and a gift to take home with you.    

• Sign the connections pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news and 

devotional! 

• Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship. 

• Contact Britt Cox at 708.386.5215 or bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about Newcomers 

Gatherings and any additional questions.  
 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. We 

seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  

We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in 

membership & ministry. 
 

ABOUT WORSHIP - Worship is our time to praise and grow closer to God. Worship each week includes 

song, prayer, learning, silence and giving. If you have any questions about what we do, please ask a minister 

or a member. 
 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age-appropriate 

worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, quality childcare and 

quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just off the lounge). Accompanied by a parent, these 

children may leave after Time for Sharing. 
 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet is 

available in all areas except the Sanctuary. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online at 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving.  
 

 

  

 

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving


 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1 
9:30 am     Education for All 

11:00 am   Worship 

12:00 pm   Stockholder’s Reception 

6:00 pm     FUJI 

6:00 pm     City Voices rehearsal  

MONDAY, OCTOBER 2 
1:00 pm     Hunger Walkathon West meeting 

6:30 pm     Pack 16 meeting 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3 
12:00 pm   Cooking Matters: Heart Health 

4:00 pm     Pro Musica Youth Chorus 

6:00 pm     Communications Committee meeting 

6:00 pm     FUNS Ice Cream Social 

7:00 pm     Children’s Ministry meeting 

7:00 pm     Final Implementation Planning mtg. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4 
11:00 am   Wednesday Small Group 

6:00 pm     Hand Bell Choir rehearsal 

7:00 pm     Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 

 

 

 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5 
6:30 pm     Cluster Tutoring 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6 
6:00 pm     Dinner and a Movie 

6:00 pm     Troop 16 meeting 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7 
2:00 pm     Jeff Ritsert Memorial Service 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8 
9:30 am     Education for All 

11:00 am   Worship 

12:00 pm   Conversation with Deborah 

12:00 pm   Second Sunday Sundaes 

6:00 pm     FUJI 

6:00 pm     City Voices rehearsal  

 

  

 

 

CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM 
 

708-386-5215 
  
Deborah Kapp, Interim Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                           dkapp@firstunitedoakpark.com 
Britt Cox, Associate Pastor (ext. 105)                                                               bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com   
Lydia Mulkey, Associate Pastor of Education (ext. 103)                       lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Alicia Reese, Coordinator of Youth & Children's Ministry                      areese@firstunitedoakpark.com   
William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                       bill@firstunitedoakpark.com   
Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                          msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com                                     
Amanda Swanson, Administrative Assistant (ext. 100)                             office@firstunitedoakpark.com   
LynToya Pate, Financial Assistant (ext. 106)                                                 lpate@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Keith Liesse, Head Custodian                                                                      kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com   
First United Church Nursery School                                          708.848.4910, www.firstunitedschool.com   
Prevail/Housing Forward                                                               708.386.1946, www.housingforward.org    
Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                                708.386.1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org   
The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                       susanzaruba@gmail.com 
 


