
 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
24 SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
An open community united in love and justice 

 

 



 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

“This was not supposed to happen. You don’t bury your children. Your children bury you.”  

- Shianne Norman, mother of Lloyd Norman, killed by a gun at 4 years old.  

 

“When you kill someone, it’s not just him you rob the world of. You rob what he was going to do. 

The changes he was going to make. You wipe out a part of history.”  

- Maxine Lewis, mother of Locksley Lewis, killed by a gun at 16 years old. 

 

"Are your guns more important than my child’s life? With rights comes responsibility and 

accountability. I don’t see a lot of being accountable for what’s happening in our communities to 

our children.” - Diana Rodriguez, mother of Samantha Guzman, killed by a gun at 18 years old. 

 

 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                                     Benedictus                                                              Max Reger 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER       Please sign and pass the connections pew pad.                                Britt Cox         

       

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                      Marteki Reed  

We gather together in the name of the One who bids us come. 

We gather together to hear the words of the One who is Love. 
We gather together to learn from each other. 

We gather to move our prayers of hope into actions of justice.  

We gather together to sing praises of the One who teaches peace. 
Come, let us worship! 
     

* HYMN 436                                                   God of Grace and God of Glory   CWM RHONDDA 

black hymnal     

 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                                           Chase Gentile     

God calls the church to follow him, standing by those who suffer and are in need, so that justice 

may roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. Let us confess the 

ways in which we do not follow God’s call. 
 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Peacemaker God, we confess that we have forgotten who we are; that each of us belongs to 

you. We confess that we have forsaken your peaceable kingdom and allowed violence to 

shatter our communities. Remind us that your love is more powerful than any weapon and 

that your spirit will sustain us as nothing else can. Open our hearts to you so that we also 

may open them to each other. Guide us on the path of peace. 
 

SILENCE IS KEPT. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

God hears our call. The call from our hearts for peace, compassion and understanding. 

We gather today in this community to renew the vision and commitment for a world of just 

peace, knowing that God’s love holds all, sees all, accepts all. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                                                                FIGS and FUGS       
 

SONG OF ILLUMINATION                       Come, O Holy Spirit, Come                Traditional Yoruba 
 

 
 

READING                                                  Jeremiah 31:15-17 (OT p. 734)                                      Andrea Alter  
 

READING                                             1 Peter 3:8-15 (NT p. 234)                               
  

Creating a Community of Care: Live in Peace with One Another 

                                                                          Lois Thiessen Love, Adam Alonso, Robin Rada  

 



 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
HYMN                                                          Lead Us from Death to Life                                 World Peace Prayer  

Congregation sings this refrain; Choir sings the stanzas 
 

 
 

TESTIMONY OF CARE                                                                                                                            Kelsey O'Shea 

  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                               Anne Hollister  

Offerings are a sacred act of worship. We invite you to use the green giving cards in the pew rack to 

celebrate what you’ve already given or to make an additional donation.  

 

OFFERTORY                                                  A Gaelic Blessing                                                    John Rutter 

Deep peace of the running wave to you. Deep peace of the flowing air to you. 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. Deep peace of the shining stars to you. 
Deep peace of the gentle night to you. Moon and stars pour their healing light on you. 
Deep peace of Christ the light of the world to you. Deep peace of Christ to you. 

 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                       OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below. 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.   
 

 

 



 

 

LITANY OF THE PEACEMAKERS                                                   
A sound is heard in Ramah, the sound of bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children. She 

refuses to be comforted, for they are gone from this life. The families of those who have been 

killed by gun violence cry out and weep, they are inconsolable in their loss;  

And we weep with them.  

Some 30,000 Americans die by guns each year in the United States; 

And we grieve.  

Guns kill an average of eighty people every day; 

And our hearts break.  

Guns have killed 752 people in Chicago since last September; people whose names are 

remembered on this scroll and in the hearts of those who knew them and loved them.  

And we mourn. 

An American child is twelve times more likely to die by a gun than are the children who live in 

all twenty-five industrialized nations combined;  

And for all children we weep.  

The annual economic cost of gun violence in America is estimated to be at least $100 billion. 

Medical costs, decimated families, the court system, our jails and prisons, and security measures 

in airports, schools and public buildings all contribute to this sum;  

And sorrow sweeps over us.  

Since John F. Kennedy was assassinated in 1963, more Americans have died by guns within our 

own country than American service people were killed in all wars of the twentieth century;  

And we pray.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Faced with gun violence in our communities,  

May we rise up and interrupt the violence embedded in our systems of injustice that are 

rooted in the need for power, justified by racism and oppression.  

We commit ourselves to see all of your children the way that you see them: no matter their age 

or race, creed or belief, identity or experience, they are precious gifts made in your image, 

created with transformative purpose and unlimited promise.  

And for that cause, we pledge to name the hope found in the youth, families, and people who 

live with your kin-dom and beloved community in view. We pledge to lock arms with them 

in solidarity. We pledge to lend our voices for what is just and in the ways of peace. We 

pledge to put our prayers into action.  

May the call of Jesus lead us to learn, educate, organize and advocate. May we work for that day 

when weapons of destruction are transformed into instruments of healing. May the prayer that 

Jesus taught us to pray be what emboldens us to do this work.  

So let us pray that prayer together:  
 

 

 

 



 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
 
* HYMN 478                                                   I've Got Peace Like a River                                              PEACE LIKE A RIVER  
black hymnal           

           

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                            Danish Amen                                         

 
 

SENDING MUSIC       Toccata in D minor                                                         Max Reger 

 

  



 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 
 

THE SCROLL hanging from the cross is a part of a ritual we began in September 2016. The names written 

on the scroll are those who have died by homicide in the greater Chicago area between September 

2016 and September 2017. The cross and scroll have been present in worship with us each Sunday, 

serving as a reminder of those who have died at the hand of violence, many through means of gun 

violence. Today we conclude the ritual of writing the names, ages and neighborhoods of the deceased 

and in their spirit, you are invited to take a next step in spreading peace in our communities. There 

are suggestions of ways you can do that on the bulletin insert.   

 

Please take a look at the art installation by Ricardo Miranda, Artistic Director at BUILD, on the Lake 

Street lawn. 

 

CHICAGO SURVIVORS: SEPTEMBER FOURTH SUNDAY OFFERING 

This Sunday, we have the opportunity to be a community who cares for the families of victims of gun 

violence by contributing to Chicago Survivors. Chicago Survivors is a program that reduces violence 

through compassionate response. The organization provides specific services that strengthen the 

resiliency of families, youth and communities in the aftermath of loss due to violence. 

 

THIS SUNDAY'S ALTAR FLOWERS are in celebration of Joanne and Ted Despotes' 48th wedding 

anniversary! 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins near the Sanctuary exits. 

 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship. 

 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, BIBLES AND 

HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these items and return 

the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be returned to the table 

behind the middle pews.  

 

 

  



 

EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 

WHY NOT JOIN THE CHOIR? Then you, too, can sound amazing! We practice on Wednesday evenings 7 

to 8:30 and have a great time doing it. No charge for robes. Talk to a choir member or to Bill Chin if 

you have questions.  

 

DO YOU HAVE A CHILD WHO LOVES TO SING? Or are you a singer in grade three through eight? Then join 

the First United Children's Choir next month when it starts up! We practice in the choir room on 

Sundays right after worship is done, for half an hour. We sing in three or four services in the year. 

Get in touch with Bill Chin for more info and for the schedule.  

 

MIDPOINT BACK TO SCHOOL POTLUCK! Friday, September 29, 6:30 p.m. on the Kenilworth Patio. 

Bring a dish to share and $10; we will provide burgers/hotdogs (better this year, promise!). 

 

BOUNDARY TRAINING. Tuesday, September 26, 6:30-9 p.m., Chapel. All those who work with minors 

at First United are required to attend boundary training. If you missed it, join us for dinner and 

conversations about safety! 

 

PEACE VIGIL TO END GUN VIOLENCE. Friday, September 29, 7-8 p.m. on the Lake Street steps. Join us 

to stand for peace, remember the victims of gun violence and to pray for our national peace.  

 

STOCKHOLDER'S RECEPTION. Sunday, October 1, noon in Centennial Hall. FUSH will be holding a 

thank you reception for all those who contributed financially to make their work camp trip to 

Koinonia possible! Come eat snacks and talk to our youth about their experience at Koinonia Farm! 

 

DINNER AND A MOVIE: LION. Friday, October 6, 6 p.m. dinner ($5 donation); movie at 6:30 (free). In this 

affecting true story, five-year-old Saroo is adopted by an Australian couple after losing his way in the 

urban jungle of Kolkata. Sign up in lounge or call Nancy Pennington, 708-386-9195. 

 

HOUSE-TO-HOME KITS. Despite the recent fire at Housing Forward, the Faith in Action Housing 

Subcommittee is still collecting items for House-to-Home kits to relocate five families into permanent 

housing. Sign up in the church lounge or at SignUp Genius (http://bit.ly/2fpnQGW). Bring items to 

church through Oct. 15. Questions? Contact Charlie Morris, cmorris91120@gmail.com. 

 

MEN'S RETREAT – JUSTICE IN OUR LIVES. Saturday, October 21, BUILD Chicago; 5100 W. Harrison, 

Chicago. The retreat will be facilitated by remarkable men from BUILD Chicago and Rev. Gordon 

Stewart, the author of Be Still - Departure from Collective Madness. Rev. Stewart will lead the Church's 

October 22 Sunday service. Email contemplatingjustice@gmail.com for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FIRST UNITED DISCIPLESHIP FACEBOOK GROUP. Are you looking for a way to spiritually connect outside 

of Sunday morning worship? Consider joining the First United Discipleship Facebook Group, 

facilitated by Pastor Britt Cox and Deacon Ally Vertigan. This group is designed to be a group for 

spiritual formation and weekly online conversation for folks who may have difficulties regularly 

attending in-space small groups at First United. Y’know, cuz kids and calendars and stuff. This group 

is designated as a closed group through Facebook settings in order to keep confidentiality and build 

community like any face-to-face small group. All who are interested in engaging in spiritual 

conversations online are welcome to join. You can find the group through our public Facebook page 

under the "groups" section. If you have any questions feel free to contact Britt Cox, 

bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com  

 

 
  



  



 

 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

• Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more information 

about the church and a gift to take home with you.    

• Sign the registration pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news and 

devotional! 

• Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship. 

• Contact Britt Cox at 708.386.5215 or bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about Newcomers 

Gatherings and any additional questions.  
 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. We 

seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  

We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in 

membership & ministry. 
 

ABOUT WORSHIP - Worship is our time to praise and grow closer to God. Worship each week includes 

song, prayer, learning, silence and giving. If you have any questions about what we do, please ask a minister 

or a member. 
 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age-appropriate 

worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, quality childcare and 

quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just off the lounge). Accompanied by a parent, these 

children may leave after Time for Sharing. 
 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet is 

available in all areas except the Sanctuary. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online at 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving.  
  

 

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving


 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24  
9:30 am     Education for All 

11:00 am   Worship 

3:00 pm     PFLAG 

6:00 pm     FUJI and FUSH  

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 
9:00 pm     CPM meeting (Presbytery) 

6:30 pm     CMA Justice and Witness (UCC) 

6:30 pm     Pack 16 meeting 

7:00 pm     City Voices rehearsal 

7:00 pm     Stewardship meeting 

7:00 pm     Food Pantry Board meeting 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
4:00 pm     Pro Musica Youth Chorus 

6:00 pm     FUNS Ice Cream Social 

6:30 pm     Boundary Training 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 
6:00 pm     Hand Bell Choir rehearsal 

7:00 pm     Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 

7:00 pm     Housing Team meeting 

7:00 pm     Cluster Tutoring Board meeting 

 

 

 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 
6:30 pm     Cluster Tutoring 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
5:00 pm     Parchem/Campbell Wedding rehearsal 

6:00 pm     Troop 16 meeting 

6:30 pm     MIDPOINT Back-to-School Potluck 

7:00 pm     Fall Peace Vigil 

8:00 pm     Troop 16 Parent meeting 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 
11:00 am    Folktoberfest 

1:00 pm      Youth Sunday rehearsal 

5:00 pm      Parchem/Campbell Wedding 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1 
9:30 am     Education for All 

11:00 am   Worship 

12:00 pm   Stockholders’ Reception 

6:00 pm     FUJI and FUSH  

6:00 pm     City Voices rehearsal 

 

  

 

 

CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM 
 

708-386-5215 
  
Deborah Kapp, Interim Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                           dkapp@firstunitedoakpark.com 
Britt Cox, Associate Pastor (ext. 105)                                                               bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com   
Lydia Mulkey, Associate Pastor of Education (ext. 103)                       lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Alicia Reese, Coordinator of Youth & Children's Ministry                      areese@firstunitedoakpark.com   
William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                       bill@firstunitedoakpark.com   
Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                          msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com                                     
Amanda Swanson, Administrative Assistant (ext. 100)                             office@firstunitedoakpark.com   
LynToya Pate, Financial Assistant (ext. 106)                                                 lpate@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Keith Liesse, Head Custodian                                                                      kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com   
First United Church Nursery School                                          708.848.4910, www.firstunitedschool.com   
Prevail/Housing Forward                                                               708.386.1946, www.housingforward.org    
Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                                708.386.1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org   
The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                       susanzaruba@gmail.com 
 


