
 

 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  

 3 DECEMBER 2017 - ADVENT ONE 

 

 
 

An open community united in love and justice 

 



 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

“Do not remember the former things or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new 

thing now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and 

rivers in the desert.” Isaiah 43:18-19 

 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                      It Came Upon A Midnight Clear                              arr. by Clark Tyler       

Hanging of the Greens Orchestra   
 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER        Please sign and pass the connections pew pad.                      Lydia Mulkey              

As we prepare for worship, let us state why we gather as First United Church of Oak Park: 

We are moving from words to witness in our relationship with God, 

From individualism to intimate fellowship in our relationship with each other, 

From charity to changing structures of injustice in our relationship with the world.  

May we do so through our worship today. 

 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

PROCESSION OF THE POINSETTIAS   Prepare the Way of the Lord          Preschool, Kinders, First Grade 
Prepare the way of the Lord! Prepare the way of the Lord! 

Make a straight path for him, make a straight path. 

Prepare the way of the Lord! 
  

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free. 

From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in thee. 

 

THE ADVENT WREATH                                                                                       The Davis Porter Family 
Why have you come to this place and this time?  

We come to worship and to wait.  

What is it you want from your God?  

We come hoping for hope.  

Have you heard the words of the prophet Isaiah?  

We have heard the prophet say, "From ancient times, no one has heard, no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any god but you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for you!" We wait in 

hope.  

This is the light that is coming into the world.  

This is the light of hope.  

 



 
The candle of hope is lit as we sing. 
 

HYMN                                            One Candle Is Lit (verse one)                        CRADLE SONG    

 
 

CALL TO PRAYER                                                                                                                         Seventh Grader 

We are not perfect. We fall into fits of hopeless inaction. We resign ourselves to the world as it 

is, and to our lives as they are. In this time of confession, dare to hope for all that is good and 

right. Dare to believe it is possible in your own life and in our world. 

 

SUNG PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS 
O holy child of Bethlehem descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tiding tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

 

SILENCE IS KEPT. 

 

SUNG ASSURANCE OF LOVE  
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!  

So God imparts to human hearts the glorious love of heaven.  

No one discerns God's coming, but in this world of sin,  

Where yearning souls long to be whole, the dear Christ enters in. 
 

 



 

*PASSING THE PEACE                                                                                                                                       Seventh Grader 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 

PREPARING THE STABLE                                                                                                                                 Alicia Reese 

 

ANTHEM                                Dance and Sing, for the Lord Will Be With Us                          by Hal Hopson  

Dance and sing, for the Lord will be with us. Glory, hallelujah.        Second through Fifth Grades 
Peace and justice soon will be with us. Glory, hallelujah.  
Clap your hands and sing: Glory, hallelujah.  
Joyful voices ring. Glory, hallelujah.  
Soon a Son shall come through Jesse. His delight shall be the Lord.  
He shall reign with truth and justice. Come, O Savior, come.  
Wolf and lamb shall rest together; Calf and lion shall join as friends.  
Peace shall come to all the nations. Come, O Savior, come. 

                                                                                                                           

READING                                               Mark 13:24-37 (NT p. 50)                                        Seventh Grader  
  

SERMON                                       The Hopefuls and The Melancholies                                  Eighth Grade 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                                            Jackson Hickok-Fletcher 

Offerings are a sacred act of worship. We invite you to use the green giving cards in the pew rack to 

celebrate what you’ve already given or to make an additional donation.   
 

In gratitude for the gifts of God we have received today, please join in singing as we joyfully pray 

over the offerings you have brought today. 
 

                                                            These Gifts We Joyfully Bring to You                                        GREENSLEEVES      

 
 



 

 
Text by Rev. Scott Cervas, Meadowthorpe Presbyterian Church (Lexington, KY) 

 

OFFERTORY                                        God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen                   Traditional English Carol  

Hanging of the Greens Orchestra; arr. by Andrew Balent 
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                       OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below. 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.   

 

THE FEAST 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE                                                                                                               Lydia Mulkey 
This is the feast of hope. If you are hungry for something more, come and eat. If you are thirsty 

for meaning, come and drink. This is God's table. You do not need to be a member of this 

church or any church to feast at this table. God is the host, and we are all guests. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                                                Lorenza Foster-Simbulan 
God be with you. 

And also with you. 

Open your hearts. 

We open our hearts to God. 

It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                                               Britt Cox 
Let us pray.  

Holy God, with great hope, we bring before you our joys and concerns... 

 

SERVING THE BREAD                                                                                                                           Deborah Kapp 

 

 



 

COMMUNION MUSIC                             Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel                                 by Hans Peterson  

High School Church School Leaders 

Come, oh come, Emmanuel, bring light into our darkness here. 
Let love increase, let hatred fall. Be peace on earth, good will to all. 
  

Waiting here for the one foretold by prophets long ago. 
The low raised up, the rich brought low, so abundant life the world may know. 
  

Grace revealed to all the world, good news from heav’n to earth bestowed. 
Emmanuel, love will come, in an unexpected holy one. 
  

From God’s heart a child will come; here hope abounds and joy abides. 
God with us, in the night. Glory to the one who brings the light. 

 

SERVING THE CUP   
 

COMMUNION MUSIC                                                  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                             Sixth and Seventh Grades 

Our Mother and Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
 

* HYMN 107                                    Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn                           REJOICE, REJOICE 

black hymnal                        
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                                              Sixth and Seventh Grades 
May the hope that God has planted in your heart be your strength this week, during this season 

of Advent, and all the days of your life. Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                        May My Light Shine                           by Bailey and Mayo        
Second through Fifth Grades  

May my light shine like the star of Bethlehem, May the world see God’s love through me. 
May my light shine like a city on a hill, May I shine so others see. 
Star of wonder, star of light, May I keep my eyes on you; 
Star of wonder, star of light, Shine in all I do. 

 

SENDING MUSIC              Coventry Carol (Fantasia)                                           arr. Larry Clark  

Hanging of the Greens Orchestra 

 



 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 

 

JOIN US FOR SECOND SUNDAY SUNDAES! After worship on the second Sunday of each month, join us in 

the lounge for a sundae bar - ice cream, sprinkles, and chocolate syrup. Build fellowship and feed 

your sweet tooth. Open to all ages. Hosted by the 7th grade Sunday School class. 

 

SUNDAYS DURING ADVENT: DONUTS WITH THE DEACONS - Spend time getting to know First United's 

Deacons--a group of people committed to the prayer and care of the congregation: Including you! Grab 

a donut in the lounge before worship, find out who your deacon is, and chat for as long as you'd like! 

 

2017 POINSETTIAS. It's time to order and dedicate 2017 poinsettias! Fill out an order envelope, located at 

either sanctuary entrance, and return in the offering plate or to the First United office by December 11. 

 

STEWARDSHIP 2018. Your financial pledges to support the work of the church continue to be received, 

and we are grateful for your generosity. As of Tuesday, November 28, we are more than three-quarters 

of the way to our goal of $750,000, with some regular pledges still outstanding. So, if your pledge card 

is sitting at the side of your desk, please get it filled out and return it to the church. Or, if your pledge 

card has been recycled – inadvertently, of course – please find a fresh one in the literature racks near the 

church entrance, and fill it out, or pledge online at www.firstunitedoakpark.com/give. If you have never 

pledged before, please consider doing so. We appreciate all your gifts, and we are grateful for the many 

ways in which you and your families contribute to the life and ministry of this congregation. 

 

SPONSOR-A-FAMILY GIFT DROP-OFF AND DELIVERY - Thanks for buying gifts for local needy families 

through the Sponsor-a-Family program. Gifts are due at church today. If you can't make it, contact 

Sher Watts Spooner (sandaspooner@comcast.net; 708-383-4408). We also need volunteer drivers 

Monday, December 4, to transport the gifts to northeast Oak Park. Drivers should arrive in the church 

lot at 7:30 p.m. 

 

UNITED POWER – Join us for an update on the current campaign and learn how to be engaged.  

• Do Not Stand Idly By: effort to focus on gun safety with smart guns 

• Mental Health Crisis Stabilization 

• Reclaiming Southwest Chicago  

 

Share the concerns and issues on which you're committed to work. TODAY, 4-6 p.m., Good 

Shepherd Lutheran Church, Fellowship Hall, 611 Randolph Street, Oak Park 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins near the Sanctuary exits. 

 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship. 
 

 

 



 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, BIBLES AND 

HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these items and return 

the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be returned to the table 

behind the middle pews.  

 

  



 

EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 

NATIONAL VIGIL TO #ENDGUNVIOLENCE -  Come to the First Untied front steps, pick up a candle and 

join our procession and vigil to honor gun violence victims. This Thursday, December 7, 7 p.m. See 

the Messenger Bell for additional info. 

 

NEXT SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 10 – ADVENT TWO 

Clearing Away the Clutter – Isaiah 40: 1-11 and Mark 1: 1-8 

 

BOOK READING AT FIRST UNITED. Tom Holmes, a long-time columnist for the Wednesday Journal and 

an ordained Lutheran pastor, will share stories from his book, The Soul of a Liberal Village: The Variety 

of Religious Experience in Oak Park, IL here at First United on Tuesday, December 12, from 4-5:30 p.m. 

Holmes has interviewed many people including Rev. Julie Harley, the pastor of First United Church 

of Oak Park, who gave a Christmas sermon from her wheelchair before she died of ALS. If you aren't 

able to make it December 12, consider visiting the Oak Park Library (Lake Street) on Friday, December 

7, 7 p.m., where First United member Debby Preiser will read selections from that column. Books will 

be available for sale and signing. 

 

LISTEN! HEAR THE 26 SOMBER BELLS RINGING DECEMBER 14. First United is joining with other local 

churches Thursday, December 14, 9:35 a.m. to commemorate the 5th anniversary of the Sandy Hook 

killings. 26 bells for the 26 deaths at Sandy Hook Elementary. Somber Bells for our grief for all gun 

victims. 

 

CELEBRATE THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY WITH EVENING DIVISION FRIENDS. Thursday, December 14. At 6 

p.m. enjoy a luscious dinner ($15 donation) in Centennial Hall. At 7 p.m. join Bill Chin and friends 

for an evening of Christmas music and games (with prizes). Warm up your voice for a fun sing-along! 

As always, program is free. For information call 708-383-5632. 

 

FIRST UNITED FIELD TRIP: HOLIDAY MAGIC AT BROOKFIELD ZOO. Sunday, December 17, 4 p.m.  

Begin the holiday season with your First United friends under the holiday lights at Brookfield Zoo. 

The rumor is that Santa will join us! You may buy tickets online, at the door, or if you are a member 

of the zoo admission is free. Visit https://www.czs.org/magic. RSVP at the Lounge desk or email Britt 

(bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com). We will email about where our meet up place will be.  

 

NURSERY SCHOOL REGISTRATION OPENED DECEMBER 1 FOR THOSE WITH PRIORITY. Priority is granted to 

Church families, those registering their child for another year and siblings of FUNS children. Nursery 

School Director Joan White is happy to answer questions and give a tour of the school at any time. 

Call 708-848-4910 or email Joan at jwhite@firstunitedschool.com. FUNS has a long history of 

providing a literacy-rich, play-based curriculum which supports children's curiosity, creativity, 

initiative and confidence. 

 



 



 

 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

• Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more information 

about the church and a gift to take home with you.    

• Sign the connections pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news and 

devotional! 

• Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship. 

• Contact Britt Cox at 708.386.5215 or bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about Newcomers 

Gatherings and any additional questions.  
 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. We 

seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  

We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in 

membership & ministry. 
 

ABOUT WORSHIP - Worship is our time to praise and grow closer to God. Worship each week includes 

song, prayer, learning, silence and giving. If you have any questions about what we do, please ask a minister 

or a member. 
 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age-appropriate 

worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, quality childcare and 

quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just off the lounge). Accompanied by a parent, these 

children may leave after Time for Sharing. 
 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet is 

available in all areas except the Sanctuary. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online at 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving.  

 

 

 

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving


 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3 – ADVENT ONE 

9:30 am     Education for All 

9:30 am     Book Fair 

10:00 am   Alternative Christmas Store 

11:00 am   Worship 

6:00 pm     Sing We Joyous rehearsal 

6:00 pm     FUJI/FUSH 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4 
6:30 pm     Pack 16 Meeting 

7:00 pm     Deacon Board meeting 

7:00 pm     Food Pantry Board meeting 

7:00 pm     White Privilege: Let’s Talk 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5 

4:00 pm     Pro Musica Youth Chorus 

6:00 pm     Communications committee meeting 

7:00 pm     Sing We Joyous Tech rehearsal 

7:00 pm     Children’s ministry meeting 

7:00 pm     Troop 16 committee meeting 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6 

11:00 am   Wednesday Small Group 

7:00 pm     Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7 

6:30 pm     Cluster Tutoring 

7:00 pm     National Vigil to #EndGunViolence 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8 

6:00 pm      Boy Scout Troop 16 

7:00 pm      Sing We Joyous dress rehearsal 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9 

9:00 am      Council Budget meeting 

7:30 pm      Sing We Joyous 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 – ADVENT TWO 

9:30 am     Education for All 

9:30 am     Book Fair 

10:00 am   Alternative Christmas Store 

11:00 am   Worship 

12:00 pm   Second Sunday Sundaes 

4:00 pm     Sing We Joyous 

6:00 pm     FUJI/FUSH 

 

  

 

CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM 

708-386-5215 
  
Deborah Kapp, Interim Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                           dkapp@firstunitedoakpark.com 
Britt Cox, Associate Pastor of Discipleship (ext. 105)                                   bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Lydia Mulkey, Associate Pastor of Education (ext. 103)                       lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
Alicia Reese, Coordinator of Youth & Children's Ministry                      areese@firstunitedoakpark.com  
William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                       bill@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                          msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com                                     
Amanda Swanson, Administrative Assistant (ext. 100)                             office@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Maureen Wheeler, Financial Consultant (ext. 106)                              mwheeler@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Keith Liesse, Head Custodian                                                                      kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com  
First United Church Nursery School                                         708-848-4910, www.firstunitedschool.com  
Housing Forward                                                                            708-338-1724, www.housingforward.org    
Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                               708-386-1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org   
The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                       susanzaruba@gmail.com 
Cluster Tutoring                                                                                 773-378-5530, www.clustertutoring.org 
 


