
 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
22 OCTOBER 2017 

 

 

 
 

 

 
An open community united in love and justice 

 

 



 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

“How will we abide what God reveals to us—and what God chooses to conceal? What helps us 

persist in turning toward God even when God hides God’s face from us? Where do you find the 

clefts in your own life—those places that break your heart open even as you become whole? What 

do you see and know of God there?” 

—Jan Richardson 

 

 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                             Prelude and Fugue in A                                                     J. S. Bach 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER        Please sign and pass the connections pew pad.                               Britt Cox                  

       

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                 Lydia Mulkey  

 

A RESPONSIVE READING OF PSALM 96:1-9                                                                                                   

O sing to the Cosmos a new song; 

       sing to the Beloved, all the earth! 

Sing to the Creator, and bless the Name 

       above all names; 

sing praises to the Glorious One from day to day. 

Declare the splendor of the Radiant One to all nations, the marvelous works of Love to all 

peoples! 

For great is the Beloved, and greatly to be praised; reverence Love above all else. 

For where your thoughts are, reveals that which you treasure; seek only the true Treasure. 

Truth and integrity live with Love; strength and beauty dwell with the Beloved. 

Yield to Love, O families of the earth, yield to Love's glory and strength! 

Yield to Love and learn of justice; make of yourselves an offering and be guided by Love! 

Bow down in adoration and holiness; for worthy is the Beloved to be praised in all the earth! 
 

* HYMN 1                                                    Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                                          ST. DENIO 
Black hymnal     
 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                                                          Alicia Reese  

We know, despite our sincere efforts to live in God's way, that all too easily we slip off the path 

to the kingdom. Trusting that God will answer our prayers and forgive us, let us confess our 

sins, as we pray together,  

 



 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Great Lover of Justice, hear our prayers:  
     Called to treat all people equally,  
          we take sides and pick favorites;  
     chosen to be your children,  
          we arrogantly assume others are not so honored;  
      challenged to be examples of faith,  
           we reveal our worst natures to our families and friends.  
 

Forgive us, Giver of Rest.  Enable us to stop putting you to the test, so we can open our 

hypocritical hearts to your healing touch of compassion and hope. As Jesus Christ has given 

all for us, may we give ourselves to you—confidently, completely, faithfully.  
 
SILENCE IS KEPT. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

Hear the good news: The One who created goodness and beauty is also the One who shows no 

partiality, but offers grace and peace to all.  
God has heard our prayers and done the very thing we asked—forgiven us, healed us, 

restored us. Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                                                                   Lydia Mulkey           
 

SONG OF ILLUMINATION                   Come, O Holy Spirit, Come                                               Trad. Yoruba 

     
 



 

READING                                               Exodus 33:12-23 (OT p. 80)  

                                                                                                                 Patric Desir, Bob Berry, Alicia Reese  

 

READING                                          Matthew 22:15-22 (NT p. 24)                                 
  

SERMON                                                  Seeing God from the Back                      Rev. Gordon C. Stewart 

  

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
* HYMN 585                                      O God, We Bear the Imprint of Your Face                   ROSEBERRY 
Black hymnal     

 

STEWARDSHIP  MOMENT                                                                                                       John Chapman-Rienstra   

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                                         Britt Cox  
Offerings are a sacred act of worship. We invite you to use the green giving cards in the pew rack to 

celebrate what you’ve already given or to make an additional donation.  

 

OFFERTORY                                                      Total Praise                                     Richard Smallwood 

Lord, I will lift mine eyes to the hills, knowing my help is coming from You; Your peace You give 

me in time of the storm. You are the source of my strength; you are the strength of my life. I lift my 

hands in total praise to You. Amen. 

 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                       OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below. 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.   
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                   Britt Cox  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
 

* HYMN 70                                             God Is Here, As We Your People Meet                    ABBOT'S LEIGH 
Black hymnal                          
 



 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                           Danish Amen   

    

 

SENDING MUSIC                                    We All Believe in One True God                                                 J. S. Bach 

 

  



 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 
 

THE REVEREND GORDON C. STEWART IS PREACHING TODAY. Rev. Gordon Stewart, author of Be Still! 

Departure from Collective Madness, is a Presbyterian minister and public theologian whose social 

commentaries on faith and public life have aired on “All Things Considered” (Minnesota Public 

Radio) and have been published by MinnPost.com, Star Tribune, Presbyterian Outlook, Christian 

Century, Sojourners' "God's Politics: Blogging with Jim Wallace and Friends," and his blog, Views 

from the Edge (gordoncstewart.com). 

 

A native of Broomall, Pennsylvania and graduate of Maryville College (Maryville, TN) and 

McCormick Theological Seminary (Chicago), his studies at Harvard Divinity School (Charles E. 

Merrill Fellowship for Pastoral Excellence) and at the University of St. Andrews, Scotland centered 

on the socio-political-economic context of the Gospel of Mark stories of the Stilling of the Storm and 

the Gerasene Demoniac, and theology in light of the critiques of religion as illusion (Marx, Feuerbach, 

and Freud). 

 

Gordon’s writing and preaching are informed by campus ministries in Wisconsin, New York, and 

Ohio (The College of Wooster); directing the Legal Rights Center, a culturally-specific poverty 

criminal defense and restorative justice law firm “of, by, and for the people" founded by the American 

Indian Movement; serving Presbyterian churches in Illinois, Ohio, and Minnesota; and membership 

on the boards of his alma maters and Macalester College, Saint Paul, Minnesota.  

  

Coming soon are Don’t Be Weary, Traveler, and a novella, The Story of Marguerite, prepared in the 

stillness of the home he shares with Kay Stewart and Barclay, the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, in 

Chaska, Minnesota. 

 

THE BULLETIN COVER is Moses in the Cleft by Phillip Prescott Parham.  

 

THE RESPONSIVE READING of Psalm 96:1-9 is by Nan C. Merrill  

 

COME CELEBRATE! Hunger Walkathon West (HWW), the local CROP Hunger Walk, is having a 

celebration on today at 3:30 p.m. in Centennial Hall. The 2017 Walk raised a record $85,000 and will 

be distributing $20,000 to the nine local recipient agencies.  The Church World Service (CWS) in-

country program coordinator for Haiti will report on the progress there since its devastating 

hurricane in October 2016.   Please join us as we celebrate 2017 and look forward to the 35th 

anniversary of HWW in 2018. 

 

MIDDLE EAST TASK FORCE POTLUCK AND CELEBRATION 

The Middle East Task Force of Chicago Presbytery is meeting this evening for a potluck (5:30 p.m.) 

and meeting (6:30). We will hear reports from recent travelers to Syria and Israel/Palestine, celebrate 

43 years of education and advocacy for a just peace, and consider our future goals. All are welcome. 

Contact Pauline Coffman at: p.coffman@sbcglobal.net with questions. 

 

 



 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins near the Sanctuary exits. 

 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship. 

 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, BIBLES AND 

HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these items and return 

the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be returned to the table 

behind the middle pews.  

 

 

  



 

EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 

STEWARDSHIP 2018. If First United represents a place that offers friends to help connect you to God, 

make a pledge. Our goal is for $750,000 in pledges, which is a 15% increase from last year due to new 

expenses. So far, we have met $202,969 of our $750,000 goal. Mail or drop a pledge card in the 

collection plate or pledge online by October 29. Demonstrations showing how to make your pledge 

online will be provided following worship today in the Lounge. 

 

FIRST UNITED FIELD TRIP - MORTON ARBORETUM FALL COLORS WALK  

NEW DATE: Sunday, October 29, 1 p.m. 

Members Free, $14 Adults, $12 Seniors, $9 Youth  

Head out for a hike after worship in the Morton Arboretum with other members of First United. We 

will meet in front of the visitor center at 1p.m. For a quick bite to eat and then we will walk among 

the changing colors of leaves. Sign up at the lounge desk or email Britt Cox 

(bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com) so we can know who to expect and if there are any changes to share.                       

 

NEXT SUNDAY,  REFORMATION SUNDAY- 500TH ANNIVERSARY  

 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS - OCTOBER 29-NOVEMBER 19 9-10:30 A.M.  

If you have been attending First United Church and have been thinking about making this 

congregation your church home, you are invited to attend the New Members Class beginning on 

October 29. These gatherings are a great way to get to know other newcomers and members alike and 

find out more about First United Church. 

 

During these gatherings, church members and newcomers will explore the many aspects of our 

congregation’s beliefs, values, programming and mission. Those who feel so led will have the 

opportunity to be welcomed as members of First United Church during worship on November 19. 

Children are welcome to join the class or go to church school or the nursery.  If you have questions 

and/or would like to sign up to be part of this class, email Pastor Britt Cox at 

bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com, or call the church office. 

 

VOLUNTEER WITH THE KIDS’ KLOSET  

The Kids’ Kloset was created to assist families with limited resources. We are open to our clients from 

mid-October to the end of February, when winter wear is no longer needed. Our biggest need right 

now is for volunteers to work with clients on Saturday mornings or Wednesday afternoons. It’s a 

great activity for a parent/child duo. It takes no expertise and is a very rewarding volunteer 

opportunity.  If you would like to help us out please contact Susan Zaruba at susanzaruba@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

RESISTANCE AND HOPE - LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE FOR TODAY 
 

Protest marches. Taking a knee. Letters to elected officials. Boycotts. It may seem as if our world is in 

more turmoil than ever, but a close look at the Bible will reveal that stories of struggle and resistance 

have always been around. Join us for the 34th Annual Women's Retreat, held with the women of 

Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church, on February 2-4. We will meet again at the Siena Retreat Center in 

Racine, Wisconsin. Our leader will be Rev. C.J. Hawking, Executive Director of Arise Chicago, an 

organization that partners with religious leaders to bring a fuller measure of God’s justice to the 

workplace. She is also the Harry F. Ward Minister for Social Justice at Euclid United Methodist 

Church in Oak Park. With the New York Times in one hand and the Bible in the other, C.J. will lead 

us to a greater understanding of the issues surrounding resistance and how we are to have hope in 

these tumultuous times. Save the date! More information to come.  



 



 

 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

• Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more information 

about the church and a gift to take home with you.    

• Sign the connections pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news and 

devotional! 

• Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship. 

• Contact Britt Cox at 708.386.5215 or bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about Newcomers 

Gatherings and any additional questions.  
 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. We 

seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  

We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in 

membership & ministry. 
 

ABOUT WORSHIP - Worship is our time to praise and grow closer to God. Worship each week includes 

song, prayer, learning, silence and giving. If you have any questions about what we do, please ask a minister 

or a member. 
 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age-appropriate 

worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, quality childcare and 

quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just off the lounge). Accompanied by a parent, these 

children may leave after Time for Sharing. 
 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet is 

available in all areas except the Sanctuary. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online at 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving.  
  

 

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving


 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22 
9:30 am     Education for All 

11:00 am   Worship 

2:30 pm     Nancy Masterson Memorial Service 

3:00 pm     PFLAG 

3:30 pm     CROP Walk Celebration 

5:30 pm     Middle East Task Force Potluck 

6:00 pm     FUJI/FUSH 

6:00 pm     City Voices rehearsal  

MONDAY, OCTOBER 23 
9:00 am     CPM Meeting 

6:30 pm     Pack 16 meeting 

6:30 pm     CMA Justice and Witness Ministry 

6:30 pm     Waging Peace meeting 

7:00 pm     Food Pantry Board meeting 

7:00 pm     Rookery Rehearsal 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24 
12:00 pm   Cooking Matters: Heart Health 

4:00 pm     Pro Musica Youth Chorus 

6:00 pm     FUNS Ice Cream Social 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25 
11:00 am   Wednesday Small Group 

7:00 pm     Rookery Rehearsal 

7:00 pm     Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 

 

 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26 
6:30 pm     Cluster Tutoring 

7:00 pm     City Voices rehearsal 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27 
6:00 pm     Troop 16 meeting 

7:00 pm     Rookery Rehearsal 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28 
10:00 am   PFLAG meeting 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22 
9:30 am     Education for All 

11:00 am   Worship 

6:00 pm     FUJI/FUSH 

6:00 pm     City Voices rehearsal  

 

  

 

CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM  

708-386-5215 
  
Deborah Kapp, Interim Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                           dkapp@firstunitedoakpark.com 
Britt Cox, Associate Pastor of Discipleship (ext. 105)                                   bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com   
Lydia Mulkey, Associate Pastor of Education (ext. 103)                       lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
Alicia Reese, Coordinator of Youth & Children's Ministry                      areese@firstunitedoakpark.com   
William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                       bill@firstunitedoakpark.com   
Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                          msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com                                     
Amanda Swanson, Administrative Assistant (ext. 100)                             office@firstunitedoakpark.com   
Maureen Wheeler, Financial Consultant (ext. 106)                              mwheeler@firstunitedoakpark.com 
Keith Liesse, Head Custodian                                                                      kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com   
First United Church Nursery School                                         708-848-4910, www.firstunitedschool.com   
Housing Forward                                                                            708-338-1724, www.housingforward.org    
Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                               708-386-1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org   
The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                       susanzaruba@gmail.com 
Cluster Tutoring                                                                                 773-378-5530, www.clustertutoring.org 
 


