
 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  

 12 NOVEMBER 2017 
 

 

 

 

 
An open community united in love and justice 

 

 
 



 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

“Teach me, Father, that I might learn with the abandonment and enthusiasm of Jesus, the fresh new 

accent, the untried melody, to meet the need of the untried tomorrow. Thus, I may rejoice with each 

new day and delight my spirit in each fresh unfolding. 

I will sing, this day, a new song unto Thee, O God.” 

-Howard Thurman 
 

 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                  Chorale and Prayer from Gothic Suite                             Leon Boëllmann 
 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER        Please sign and pass the connections pew pad.                     Deborah Kapp                      

       

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP        

Call the people together; 

Assemble the elders, and gather the youth. 

Both young men and maidens, old men and children; 

Let them praise the name of the Lord. 

For God's name alone is exalted; 

God's glory is above the earth and heavens. 

For the Lord builds up a holy habitation; 

And that which lays desolate, he builds up again. 

The Lord will abide in His temple 

And the place of God's rest shall be made glorious. 
 

* HYMN 400                                               Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation                               REGENT SQUARE 

Black hymnal     
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

With trust in God's abiding mercy, let us unite our hearts in prayers for forgiveness, restoration 

and new life in Christ. 

                                   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God, do not regard our iniquity, but pardon us. Look at us through spectacles, tinted by the 

blood of Jesus Christ, the sacrificial lamb. Open your ears to our prayers and to the 

sighs—untranslatable into any language—too deep for words, which are carried to you 

by the Holy Spirit, our intercessor. 

 



 

SILENCE IS KEPT. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

  
*PASSING THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 

TIME FOR SHARING                  Litany for the Blessing of the Building Alicia Reese 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

HYMN                                                     Our God, Who Built This World So Fair                                     ELLACOMBE 
Our God who built the world so fair, 

And reared its pillars strong; 

Who arched the roof of sky above, 

To sound of angels’ song: 

He bids us build as He has done, 

By patterns He has shown: 

He gives us skill, He give us will, 

The building is his own. 
  

Thus have we built and built again, 

Our Father, in Thy name; 

With prayer we seek Thy blessing now, 

We sing with glad acclaim. 

Let children troop about Thee here, 

O Saviour, ne’er to roam; 

Here all find help and heart and joy 

In this beloved home. 

  

Leader 1: To the glory of God, by whose favor we have built this house; to the honor of Jesus the 

Christ, son of the living God; to the praise of the Holy Spirit, source of life and light; 
Congregation: We dedicate this house.  
Leader 2: For worship in prayer and song; for the ministry of the word, and the celebration of 

the holy sacraments; 
We dedicate this house. 
 

 



 

Leader 3: For comfort to those who mourn, for strength for those who are tempted, for help in 

right living;  
We dedicate this house. 
Leader 4: To the memory of the saints who have gone before us; for those who laid the spiritual 

and moral foundations on which we build today; 
We dedicate this house.  
Leader 5: To the welfare of the living; to those who share the burdens of others; to the weak and 

defenseless; to the tempted heart; to the life weary and heavy-laden, and to all human need; 
We dedicate this house.  
Leader 1: To active ministries of justice; to putting our faith into action, as we wage peace, serve 

the hungry and homeless, and forge productive partnerships; 
We dedicate this house.  
Leader 2: To the proclamation of the gospel; to reverence for all worth of the past; and to the 

eager acceptance of all good which the future may unfold; 
We dedicate this house. 
Leader 3: For the strengthening of families and friendships; for the guidance of childhood; and 

for the welfare of our communities; 
We dedicate this house.  
Leader 4: For strengthening the common good; for building the beloved community; for 

furthering God’s will for all people; 
We dedicate this house.  
Leader 5: As a tribute of gratitude and love, an offering of thanksgiving and praise, from those 

who have tasted God’s goodness and experienced the riches of grace; 
We dedicate this house. Amen. 

  
SONG OF ILLUMINATION                       Come, O Holy Spirit, Come    TRADITIONAL YORUBA TUNE 

 
 

READING                                                   Psalm 46 (OT p. 517) Deborah Kapp 
 

SERMON                                             Building for a Second Century                                     

 

 



 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

* HYMN                                                            Let us Build a House (vs. 1-3)                                              TWO OAKS 

 



 

 

 
 

MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP                                                                                                          Melinda Haag 
 

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                            Alicia Reese 

Offerings are a sacred act of worship. We invite you to use the green giving cards in the pew rack to 

celebrate what you’ve already given or to make an additional donation. 

 

Gracious God, in your goodness, accept now a portion of our time, treasures, and talents. We 

dedicate our offerings to you, and ask your blessing upon the work and ministry of this church. 

Consecrate its wide and varied work of religious instruction; Christian fellowship; festive 

enjoyment; philanthropic, missionary, and social service; and the large uses of community 

betterment. Through First United may the work of your Church be extended and the labors of 

our hands and hearts be blest. We pray in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY                                                  Be Still and Know                                                    John L. Bell 

                                        soloists: Mark Burkland, Michel Espinoza, Sallie Smylie 
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                       OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below. 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.   
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 



 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
 

* HYMN                                                              Let us Build a House (vs. 4-5)                                             TWO OAKS 

                     

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                              Danish Amen  

 
 

SENDING MUSIC                       Minuet from Gothic Suite                                        Leon Boëllmann 

 

  



 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 

 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP, TIME OF SHARING LITURGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION are adapted 

from worship services celebrated here 100 years ago, in which the congregation laid the cornerstone 

and dedicated the church house (1917) and sanctuary (1918). The hymn sung during the time for 

sharing was written by The Rev. Dr. Edward D. Eaton, pastor of the First Congregational Church in 

Oak Park from 1880-1892; the hymn was first sung at the dedication of the enlarged church edifice, 

May 29, 1892. 
 

OUR PRAYER OF CONFESSION was written by the Rev. Dr. Kayoka-Luendu of Cameroon, and is 

used by permission. 
 

JOIN US FOR 2ND SUNDAY SUNDAES! Today after worship, join us in the lounge for a sundae bar - 

ice cream, sprinkles and chocolate syrup. Build fellowship and feed your sweet tooth. Open to all 

ages. Hosted by the seventh grade Sunday School class. 
 

PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins near the Sanctuary exits. 
 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship. 
 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, 

BIBLES AND HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these 

items and return the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be 

returned to the table behind the middle pews.  
 

EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 

WHITE PRIVILEGE: LET'S TALK  
Join our pastors in White Privilege: Let's Talk, a curriculum created by the United Church of Christ 

to help people have safe, meaningful, substantive, and bold conversations about race. This curriculum 

is designed specially to help white people discover their role in conversations about race. Sundays 

from 9:30-10:45 a.m. in Centennial Hall and Mondays 7 p.m.-8:15 p.m. in the Chapel from November 

12 through December 18. 
 

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who made out House-to-Home Kit drive so successful! The Kits will 

benefit families who are assigned stable housing through our Housing Forward mission partner. 

Again this year we have provided five complete kits. Thanks again for your generous support. 
 

NEXT SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER 19 
Psalm 23 

 



 



 



 

 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

• Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more information 

about the church and a gift to take home with you.    

• Sign the connections pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news and 

devotional! 

• Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship. 

• Contact Britt Cox at 708.386.5215 or bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about Newcomers 

Gatherings and any additional questions.  
 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. We 

seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  

We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in 

membership & ministry. 
 

ABOUT WORSHIP - Worship is our time to praise and grow closer to God. Worship each week includes 

song, prayer, learning, silence and giving. If you have any questions about what we do, please ask a minister 

or a member. 
 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age-appropriate 

worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, quality childcare and 

quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just off the lounge). Accompanied by a parent, these 

children may leave after Time for Sharing. 
 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet is 

available in all areas except the Sanctuary. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online at 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving.  

  

 

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving


 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12  

9:00 am     Sponsor-a-Family Gift Sign-Up 

9:30 am     Education for All 

11:00 am   Worship 

12:00 pm   Second Sunday Sundaes 

5:00 pm     FUSH Advisory Board meeting 

6:00 pm     FUJI/FUSH 

6:00 pm     City Voices rehearsal 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

6:30 pm     Pack 16 Meeting 

7:00 pm     Worship, Music and Arts meeting 

7:00 pm     White Privilege: Let’s Talk 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14 

4:00 pm     Pro Musica Youth Chorus 

6:30 pm     Tech Committee meeting 

7:00 pm     Finance Committee meeting 

7:00 pm     Youth Committee meeting 

7:00 pm     Newcomers Committee meeting 

7:30 pm     Faith in action Meeting 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 

8:30 am     New Pastor Breakfast 

9:00 am     Nursery Board meeting 

11:00 am   Wednesday Small Group 

6:30 pm     Early Childhood Prof. Development 

6:30 pm     Dances of Universal Peace 

7:00 pm     Food Pantry Volunteer Orientation 

7:00 pm     Cluster Tutoring Board meeting 

7:00 pm     Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16 

6:30 pm     Cluster Tutoring 

7:00 pm     City Voices rehearsal 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17 

6:00 pm     Troop 16 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18 

8:30 am     Quest Food Pantry Valets 

10:00 am   Alternative Christmas Store unpacking 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19 

9:00 am     Sponsor-a-Family Gift Sign-Up 

9:30 am     Education for All 

10:00 am   Alternative Christmas Store Pre-Sale 

11:00 am   Worship 

6:00 pm     FUJI/FUSH 

6:00 pm     City Voices rehearsal 

CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM 

708-386-5215 
Deborah Kapp, Interim Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                           dkapp@firstunitedoakpark.com 
Britt Cox, Associate Pastor of Discipleship (ext. 105)                                   bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Lydia Mulkey, Associate Pastor of Education (ext. 103)                       lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
Alicia Reese, Coordinator of Youth & Children's Ministry                      areese@firstunitedoakpark.com  
William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                       bill@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                          msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com                                     
Amanda Swanson, Administrative Assistant (ext. 100)                             office@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Maureen Wheeler, Financial Consultant (ext. 106)                              mwheeler@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Keith Liesse, Head Custodian                                                                      kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com  
First United Church Nursery School                                         708-848-4910, www.firstunitedschool.com  
Housing Forward                                                                            708-338-1724, www.housingforward.org    
Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                               708-386-1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org   
The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                       susanzaruba@gmail.com 
Cluster Tutoring                                                                                 773-378-5530, www.clustertutoring.org 

 


