
               

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
 10 DECEMBER 2017 

ADVENT TWO 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
An open community united in love and justice 

 

 



 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

“Where refugees seek deliverance that never comes, 

And the heart consumes itself, if it would live, 

Where little children age before their time, 

And life wears down the edges of the mind, 

Where the old man sits with mind grown cold, 

While bones and sinew, blood and cell, go slowly down to death, 

Where fear companions each day's life, 

And Perfect Love seems long delayed. 

CHRISTMAS IS WAITING TO BE BORN: 

In you, in me, in all.” 

-Howard Thurman 

 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC               Savior of the Nations, Come (two settings)                                     J. S. Bach 
 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER         Please sign and pass the connections pew pad.                     Lydia Mulkey                                    

As we prepare for worship, let us state why we gather as First United Church of Oak Park: 

We are moving from words to witness in our relationship with God, 

From individualism to intimate fellowship in our relationships with each other, 

From charity to changing structures of injustice in our relationship with the world.  

May we do so through our worship today. 

 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

*THE ADVENT WREATH                                                                                                              The Sibley Family        
Why have you come to this place and this time? 

We come to worship and to wait. 

What is it you want from your God? 

We come hoping for hope (The first candle is lit), and praying for peace. 

Have you heard the words of Zechariah's song? 

We have heard Zechariah saying, "Because of our God’s deep compassion, the dawn from 

heaven will break upon us, to give light to those who are sitting in darkness and in the 

shadow of death, to guide us on the path of peace.”  

This is the light that is coming into the world.  

This is the light of peace. 
 

The candle of peace is lit as we sing 

 



 
HYMN                                                               One Candle Is Lit (verse two)                         CRADLE SONG 

 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                               Britt Cox 
                                  

SUNG PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tiding tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 
 

SILENCE IS KEPT. 
 

SUNG ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!  

So God imparts to human hearts the glorious love of heaven.  

No one discerns God's coming, but in this world of sin,  

Where yearning souls long to be whole, the dear Christ enters in. 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 

TIME FOR SHARING                                                                                                                            Britt Cox                                    
 



 

SONG OF ILLUMINATION           O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verse seven)                                                                     

 
 

READING                                                Mark 1: 1-8 (NT p. 34)  
 

READING                                              Isaiah 40: 1-11 (OT p. 667)  
  

SERMON                                                 God's Alternative Facts                                           Deborah Kapp  
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

* HYMN 1                                                Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                            STUTTGART 

Blue hymnal     
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                                  Lydia Mulkey 

Offerings are a sacred act of worship. We invite you to use the green giving cards in the pew rack to 

celebrate what you’ve already given or to make an additional donation.  
 

OFFERTORY                                                            Prepare    Prepare!                                     

                                                                                                                                                    Stephen Pishner 
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                       OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below. 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.   
 



 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                             Alicia Reese                                           

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
 

* HYMN 14                                                     Savior of the Nations, Come                NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND 

Blue hymnal                          
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (refrain)     

 
 

SENDING MUSIC                         Savior of the Nations, Come (third setting)                                      J. S. Bach  

 

  



 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 

 

2017 POINSETTIAS. It's time to order and dedicate 2017 poinsettias! Fill out an order envelope, located at 

either sanctuary entrance, and return in the offering plate or to the First United office by December 11. 

 

2017 GIVING STATEMENTS. Look for your statements listing pledges and gifts to First United as of 

October 31, 2017 in your email. If your preferred method of communication is via USPS, a statement 

will be sent to your home address. Please check your statement for accuracy and direct questions to 

Maureen Wheeler at 708-386-5215 x 106 or mwheeler@firstunitedoakpark.com. Thank you for your 

continued support and generosity. 

 

AUTOMATIC GIVING. Your 2017 automatic pledge or gift to First United Church will continue into 

2018 unless you have indicated an end date. If you intend for you 2017 pledge to continue into 2018 

but have not submitted a pledge card your automatic gift will not be considered a pledge for 2018. To 

be considered a pledge there are two requirements: a signed 2018 pledge card (or e-mail) and an 

amount. If you want your 2017 automatic gift to be considered as your 2018 pledge, fill out a pledge 

card or contact Maureen Wheeler (mwheeler@firstunitedoakpark.com) to let her know you wish to 

make your current automatic gift your 2018 pledge.  

 

SUNDAYS DURING ADVENT: DONUTS WITH THE DEACON. Spend time getting to know First United's 

Deacons--a group of people committed to the prayer and care of the congregation: including you! 

Grab a donut in the lounge before worship, find out who your deacon is, and fellowship for as long 

as you'd like! 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins near the Sanctuary exits. 

 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship. 

 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, BIBLES AND 

HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these items and return 

the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be returned to the table 

behind the middle pews.  

 

 

  



 

EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 

SANCTUARY GUILD IS ASKING FOR YOUR HELP to clean the votive candle holders! Please pick up a 

bag/container full of holders in the lounge this Sunday and return by next Sunday so we will have 

clean votives the next time we need them. If you previously took some home and haven't returned 

them yet, please do so ASAP. 

 

BOOK READING AT FIRST UNITED. Tom Holmes, a long-time columnist for the Wednesday Journal and 

an ordained Lutheran pastor, will share stories from his book, The Soul of a Liberal Village: The Variety 

of Religious Experience in Oak Park, IL here at First United on Tuesday, December 12, from 4-5:30 p.m. 

Holmes has interviewed many people including Rev. Julie Harley, the pastor of First United Church 

of Oak Park, who gave a Christmas sermon from her wheelchair before she died of ALS. 

 

EVENING DIVISION: HOLIDAY MEMORIES AND MUSIC DECEMBER 14. Celebrate the Christmas Holiday 

with Evening Division friends. At 6 p.m. enjoy a luscious dinner ($15 donation) in Centennial Hall. 

At 7 p.m. join Bill Chin and friends for an evening of Christmas music and games (with prizes). Warm 

up your voice for a fun sing-along. As always, program is free. For information, call 708-383-5632. 

 

LISTEN! HEAR THE 26 SOMBER BELLS RINGING DECEMBER 14. First United is joining with other local 

churches Thursday, December 14, 9:35 a.m. to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the Sandy Hook 

killings. 26 bells for the 26 deaths at Sandy Hook Elementary. Somber Bells for our grief for all gun victims. 

 

BLUE CHRISTMAS. December 21, 7 p.m. in the Chapel. The holiday season isn't always a joyous time 

for everyone. For many it is a reminder of all they have lost or all they are struggling with. Blue 

Christmas is an opportunity to honor and give space to these struggles while being in community, 

reminding you that you are not alone. Come as you are for silence, reflection and self-care. 

 

STAND WITH US TO SUPPORT UNITED POWER'S action for tax dollars to go to gun dealers with sound 

business practices. Saturday, December 16, 9:45 a.m. Meet at First United to car pool to McCormick 

Square. 2233 South Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive. RSVP to Lois@thiessenlove.com for car pool info.  

 

FIRST UNITED FIELD TRIP: HOLIDAY MAGIC AT BROOKFIELD ZOO. Sunday, December 17, 4 p.m. 

Spend part of the holiday season with your First United friends under the holiday lights at Brookfield 

Zoo. We will meet at 4 p.m., and he rumor is that Santa will join us! You may buy tickets online, at 

the door, or if you are a member of the zoo admission is free. RSVP at the desk in the lounge or email 

Britt (bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com). We will email about where our meet up place will be. 

 

 
 

 

mailto:bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com


 



 

ADVENT COLORING: KISS OF PEACE 

  



  



 

 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

• Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more information 

about the church and a gift to take home with you.    

• Sign the connections pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news and 

devotional! 

• Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship. 

• Contact Britt Cox at 708.386.5215 or bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about Newcomers 

Gatherings and any additional questions.  
 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. We 

seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  

We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in 

membership & ministry. 
 

ABOUT WORSHIP - Worship is our time to praise and grow closer to God. Worship each week includes 

song, prayer, learning, silence and giving. If you have any questions about what we do, please ask a minister 

or a member. 
 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age-appropriate 

worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, quality childcare and 

quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just off the lounge). Accompanied by a parent, these 

children may leave after Time for Sharing. 
 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet is 

available in all areas except the Sanctuary. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online at 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving.  
  

 

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving


 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 – ADVENT TWO 

8:30 am     Church School Leader Breakfast 

9:30 am     Education for All 

9:30 am     Donuts with the Deacons 

9:30 am     Book Fair 

10:00 am   Alternative Christmas Store 

11:00 am   Worship 

12:00 pm   Second Sunday Sundaes 

4:00 pm     Sing We Joyous 

6:00 pm     FUJI/FUSH 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11 

6:30 pm     Pack 16 Meeting 

7:00 pm     Worship, Music and Arts meeting 

7:00 pm     White Privilege: Let’s Talk 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12 

4:00 pm     Pro Musica Youth Chorus 

4:00 pm     Tom Holmes Book Event 

6:30 pm     Tech committee meeting (Away) 

7:00 pm     Pro Musica/City Voices rehearsal 

7:00 pm     Finance committee meeting 

7:00 pm     Youth committee meeting 

7:00 pm     Newcomers committee meeting 

7:30 pm     Faith in Action committee meeting 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13 

9:00 am     FUNS Board meeting 

11:00 am   Wednesday Small Group 

7:00 pm     Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14 

6:00 pm     Evening Division Dinner and Program 

6:30 pm     Cluster Tutoring 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15 

6:00 pm      Boy Scout Troop 16 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17 – ADVENT THREE 

9:30 am     Education for All 

9:30 am     Donuts with the Deacons 

10:00 am   Alternative Christmas Store 

11:00 am   Worship 

4:00 pm     Eagle Court of Honor 

5:30 pm     FUJI Christmas Party (away) 

6:00 pm     FUSH Formal  

 

  

 

CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM 

708-386-5215 
  
Deborah Kapp, Interim Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                           dkapp@firstunitedoakpark.com 
Britt Cox, Associate Pastor of Discipleship (ext. 105)                                   bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Lydia Mulkey, Associate Pastor of Education (ext. 103)                       lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
Alicia Reese, Coordinator of Youth & Children's Ministry                      areese@firstunitedoakpark.com  
William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                       bill@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                          msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com                                     
Amanda Swanson, Manager of Operations (ext. 100)                         aswanson@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Maureen Wheeler, Financial Consultant (ext. 106)                              mwheeler@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Keith Liesse, Head Custodian                                                                      kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com  
First United Church Nursery School                                         708-848-4910, www.firstunitedschool.com  
Housing Forward                                                                            708-338-1724, www.housingforward.org    
Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                               708-386-1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org   
The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                       susanzaruba@gmail.com 
Cluster Tutoring                                                                                 773-378-5530, www.clustertutoring.org 
 


