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Memorial Chapel Windows - Dedication 1955 
 

The little gem of a Chapel was a dream come true for members of First Congregational 

Church. Its colorful stained-glass windows, its melodious organ, and its reverent 

atmosphere combine to make it a beautiful gathering place for weddings, memorial 

services, prayer and special occasions of worship and fellowship. The cornerstone on 

the west side commemorates the Chapel’s dedication in 1955. 
 

The jewel-like stained glass windows constitute its chief glory. They are beautiful 

examples of modern craftsmanship and were expressly designed for this Chapel.  

 
THE WEST WINDOWS 
Beginning at the south (nearest the narthex) the three windows to the left represent 

three aspects of the Old Testament: Law, Poetry, and Prophecy. 

The Law Window: In this window, Moses is 

the central theme. In the lower medallion, he 

removes his sandals and kneels before the 

vision of the burning bush; while above he 

receives the tablets of the law on Mount Sinai. 

Again, the hand of God from the clouds in the 

cruciform halo sheds its illuminating rays. 
 

Between the two medallions is the symbol of 

the sun, an ancient symbol of universal law. 

At either side are figures of Galileo with his 

telescope and Copernicus with an 

astronomical chart.  
 

At the base is the brazen serpent which Moses 

raised in the wilderness, surrounded by 

symbols of law: the gavel, the swinging lamp 

(recalling Galileo’s observations of the 

pendulum), the Pentateuch, and dividers. In 

the tracery at the top are balanced scales, 

universal symbol of law and justice. 



The Poetry Window:  The middle 

aisle window on the left suggests the 

Poetry of the Bible. The lower 

medallion symbolizes the return of the 

prodigal son who kneels before the 

forgiving father. In the field are swine, 

suggesting the son’s degradation. 

 

The upper medallion is devoted to the 

twenty-third Psalm: “The Lord is my 

shepherd,…he leads me in paths of 

righteousness.”  

 

Immediately above is David’s harp:  

“And David and all Israel played before 

God with all their might, and with 

singing, and with harps…”  (I 

Chronicles 13:8)  

 

In the intermediate position are more 

sheep turned toward the cross of faith 

at the center.  

 

The symbols below represent the eight

-pointed or Maltese Cross of the 

beatitudes: the broken sword of the 

merciful;  the olive branch of God’s 

grace and providence (a true Biblical 

tree “full of fatness”); the flaming rose 

of divine love; and the Alpha and the 

Omega suggesting His sustaining 

grace, “I am Alpha and Omega, the 

beginning and the end…” (Rev. 22:3) 



The Prophecy Window:  The third 

on the west side is the window of 

Prophecy with Isaiah as the great 

prophet. In the lower medallion he 

receives the coal of fire, the spirit of 

prophecy ~ cleansing his lips. 

 

Above he looks up at the vision of 

the nativity ~ “Unto us a Child is born 

~ unto us a Son is given”  (Isaiah 9:6)  

 

The little symbols through the field 

represent the Tau Cross, shaped like 

the Greek letter T, known as the 

cross of prophecy; the casket of 

myrrh suggesting our Lord’s 

prophetic office; the flaming sun, 

symbol of Saint Uriel, interpreter of 

prophecy; six pointed stars; and 

Isaiah’s symbols, the saw and the 

scroll. 

 

A small medallion at the base 

represents our Lord finding the lost 

sheep, while the lamb of God 

enriches the principal tracery 

member.  



The Commandment Window:  The 

first window (nearest the narthex) 

represents the two great 

commandments, Worship and 

Service. 

 

In the lower medallion is the good 

Samaritan, the great example of 

service, kneeling to bind up the 

wounds of the unfortunate man who 

fell among thieves, while the priest 

and the Levite pass above.  

 

In the upper medallion, Worship is 

symbolized by the Last Supper. Our 

Lord sits at the table holding the 

chalice with one hand raised in 

blessing; while the twelve are 

grouped around the table.  

 

The symbols in the field are the cross 

of worship, the horse of service, the 

pelican of sacrifice and atonement, 

the rose of divine love, the yoke of 

service, the sacrificial ox, and the 

star of heavenly wisdom. 

 

Gethsemane is indicated in the small 

medallion at the base; while the 

chalice is represented in the tracery 

member above. 

THE EAST WINDOWS 

Beginning again at the south, the three aisle windows to the right represent three 

great ideas as set forth in the New Testament. 



The Mission Window:  This 

window, the center aisle window on 

the right, is devoted to the Christian 

Mission. 

 

In the lower medallion, Paul is 

shown preaching at Athens on Mars 

Hill. Before him is the altar of the 

unknown God. 

 

In the upper medallion, the Great 

Commission as written in Matthew 

29:19 is shown: “Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations….”  

 

Between the medallions are symbols 

of the races of man, black and 

yellow at the left, ~ brown and white 

at the right, at either side of the orb 

surmounted by the cross, symbol of 

God’s triumph over all the world. 

 

At the base are the Anchor Cross, an 

ancient symbol of Christian hope; 

the book of learning; the Mayflower 

bringing the Pilgrims to America; 

and a modern missionary, Albert 

Schweitzer, playing the organ. In the 

tracery above is the lamp of 

enlightenment.  



The Window of Eternal Life:   The 

sixth window is a symbol of 

Immortality 

 

The lower medallion shows the 

Supper at Emmaus; the group is 

shown at the table suggesting the 

moment when recognition came to 

the two who journeyed with Christ. 

 

The upper medallion shows the 

Resurrection; Jesus in radiant 

garments and bearing the cruciform 

banner of victory comes from the 

dark tomb with the two sleeping 

soldiers at either side. 

 

Between these two is the sheaf of 

wheat, the bread of the Eucharist, 

while the bride from St. John’s 

Revelation is shown below. The 

heavenly crown is designed in the 

tracery.  

 

Various symbols of the Resurrection 

are depicted through the field: the 

pomegranate, the peacock, the fleur-

de-lis (Easter lily), the phoenix and 

the bee.  



THE CHANCEL WINDOWS 

The Chancel windows are devoted to the Trinity as indicated in the central quatrefoil 

of the tracery. On the interlaced circles is placed the globe surmounted by the cross 

suggesting God’s power and dominance over the world. At either side are the Alpha 

and the Omega. 

The West Lancet: The left lancet 

commemorates Christ the Son, 

Pioneer of Life. In the lower 

medallion is the young Jesus in the 

temple with the doctors. At one side 

are small figures of His parents 

coming to find Him. 

 

Above, Christ places a child before 

the apostles as the example of 

Christian humility; “Whoever humbles 

himself like this child, he is the greatest 

in the Kingdom of Heaven.” (Matthew 

18:4) 

 

At the top is the Crucifixion; Christ 

on the cross, as the giver of life, with 

Mary the mother and St. John the 

beloved disciple at either side. John 

has the book and pen as gospel 

recorder.  

 



The Central Lancet:  This window is 

devoted to God the Father. At the 

base is a sign of His guidance of 

mankind in the Old Testament: His 

manifestation to Samuel. The rays of 

light from Heaven symbolize His 

calling and inspiration.  

 

Above is the creation primarily of 

Adam and Eve, with suggestions of 

the sun and moon, deer and fish, in 

the surrounding field. Here the 

presence of God the Father is 

indicated by the hand from the 

cloud with rays of divine light 

descending.  

 

At the top is God the Creator, again 

bearing the symbol of the globe 

surmounted by the cross, and 

surrounded by the races of 

mankind. 



The East Lancet  The panel at the 

right is devoted to the Holy Spirit. 

 

At the base is the Annunciation to 

Mary with the dove of the Holy 

Spirit above. In the field below is a 

little figure of St. Francis with the 

birds. 

 

The medallion above represents the 

Baptism of Christ. 

 

At the top is the Epiphany with the 

flame of divine inspiration at the 

head of each apostle, and again rays 

of divine light from the Holy Spirit 

above them. 

 

Through the fields and tracery are 

many stars of heavenly 

steadfastness; and the borders are 

enriched with the white fleur-de-lis 

of purity.  



 


