
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
13 MAY 2018 

EASTER SEVEN 
 

 
 

 
An open community united in love and justice 

 
 

 



 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

When we reflect on the life of faith in and with Jesus Christ as the companion of the trusting and 

would-be loyal self, we find that what is present is not a Jesus of history but the Christ of faith, not 

Jesus incarnate, but the risen Lord. The given fact is not some historical truth which the self believes 

on the basis of its confidence in other persons, such as apostles and gospel writers, though such 

truths are also believed. The given fact is Jesus Christ as the present companion of the persons who 

trust him and seek to be loyal to him. 

- H. Richard Niebuhr 

 

 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                          Nocturne in B Major, Op. 32, No. 1                          Frederic Chopin    

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER       Please sign and pass the black Connections pad.                    Lydia Mulkey    

                       

       

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP         

In mystery and grandeur, we see the face of God. 

In earthiness and the ordinary we know the love of Christ. 

In heights and depths and life and death, 

The Spirit of God is moving among us. 

Let us worship God. 

 

* HYMN 483                                              Sing Praise to God                                                 MIT FREUDEN ZART                 
Blue hymnal     
 

LITANY FOR MOTHERS' DAY                                                                                                                          Hogan Porter 
All who gather here are sons or daughters. 

We praise God for the women who gave us life. 
  

For mothers brave, strong, compassionate, full of wisdom and grace, 

We give God thanks and praise. 
  

For mothers vulnerable, worried, frustrated, and hurried, 

We pray for peace. 
  



 

For relationships that are strained and no longer a source of joy, 

We pray for healing. 
  

For mothers who have died, that live no longer with us, but whose light shines on 

in our hearts and memories, 

We pray for those that mourn, and give God thanks for life eternal. 
  

For mothers who grieve, who have lost children born or unborn, 

We weep with those with broken hearts. 
  

For those who are struggling to raise children, who are tired and weary, 

We pray that we may be their village, offering real help in hard times. 
  

For those who are preparing emptier nests, 

We both celebrate and mourn with you, and hope their wings are as strong 

as their roots are deep. 
  

For stepmothers, navigating the pitfalls and joys of creating a new family, 

We pray for wisdom and patience. 
  

For grandmothers who are doing the hard work of raising children again, 

We pray the caregivers have those who care for them. 
  

For those who are waiting and sometimes struggling with the biological process to bring new 

life, and for those who are waiting for adoptive process to be fulfilled, 

We wait eagerly with you and offer you our hand to hold in the trial. 
  

For women who do not have children, but instead teach, lead, care for, and guide the children 

of others, 

We give God thanks and praise. 
  

For the mothers, sisters, daughters in our midst and around the world. For the women who, 

created in the image of God, give not just life, but abundant life. For women fighting, 

struggling, and sweating for the sake of others. For women caring, compassionate, and crying 

with the heart of Christ. For the caregivers, prophets, preachers, teachers, leaders, shepherds, 

healers. For Moms, in their wide variety and many forms, 

We give God thanks and praise. 

 

TIME FOR SHARING                                                                                                                       Alicia Reese                                                                                                             
 

 

 



 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 

 

SONG OF ILLUMINATION                 Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks                                                     ALLELUIA NO. 1 

 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                        Acts 17: 1-9, NT p. 137                                         Charles Morris 
  

SERMON                                   Complicated People, Complicated Church                         Deborah Kapp 

                                                 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

* HYMN  399                                          We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight                                                 DUNLAP'S CREEK 

Blue hymnal     

             

PRAYER OF DEDICATION     

 

OFFERTORY                                                  Fairest Lord Jesus                                                   Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature, thou of God and man the Son, 

thee will I cherish, thee will I honor, thou, my soul’s glory and crown. 

  

Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, robed in the blooming garb of spring: 

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

  



 

Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, and all the twinkling starry host. 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer than all the angels heaven can boast. 

  

Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations! Son of God and Son of man! 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and evermore. 

 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                         LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Christ, all people here below. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God whom we adore.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!    

 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 

WELCOME                                                                                                                 Deborah Kapp and Gene Armstrong  
Pastor: Members and friends in Christ, we gather to celebrate the gift of grace in the baptism of 

Benjamin, Sara, and Ava Issel, who are here with their parents, Bryn Poulton and Ryan Issel, 

and with Godparents, Neelam Pride, Glenn Pride, and Emilia Sander. 

There is one body and one Spirit, one hope of our calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

one God of us all. 

Council Member: When the poor and needy search for water, and their tongues are parched, 

God will answer them. God will turn the wilderness into lake and dry lands into springs of 

water. 

Living Water to all who thirst, in you we live and move and have our being. 

Pastor: Jesus said, “Whoever drinks the water that I shall give will never thirst again. For the 

water that I give will become a spring within, welling up to eternal life.” 

Living Water to all who thirst, in you we live and move and have our being. 

Pastor: As we celebrate this sacrament today, let us remember with joy our own baptisms. 

Let us remember that we all – now and forever – belong to God. 

 

PRESENTATION BY ELDER 
Council Member: On behalf of the church Council, I present Benjamin Issel, Sara Issel, and Ava 

Issel to receive the sacrament of baptism. 

 

QUESTIONS OF COMMITMENT  
Pastor: Benjamin, Sara, and Ava, do you desire to be baptized into the faith and family of Jesus 

Christ? 

Response: We do. 

Pastor: Relying on God’s grace, do you promise to live the Christian faith? Do you promise, 

with the help of God, to be followers of God, to resist oppression and evil, to show love and 

justice, and to witness to the work and word of the Holy? 



 

Response: We do. 

Pastor: Parents and Godparents, do you promise to show Ben, Sara, and Ava God’s love? Do 

you promise to offer care and encouragement, nourishing them in body, mind, and spirit to live 

a life of faith and justice, supporting them in their spiritual journeys? 

Response: We do. 

Council Member: To the family of faith gathered here today: Do you, who witness and celebrate 

this sacrament, promise your love, support, and care to Ben, Sara, and Ava, as they live and 

grow in Christ? If so, please join me in this congregational covenant: 

In this act of surpassing grace, we witness the power of God. In baptism, we become newly 

aware of God’s abundant love and mercy. God calls each of us, wherever we are, whoever we 

are, to share in the joy of God’s presence in a community of faith. As people who strive to 

follow Jesus Christ more closely each day, we welcome you, Ben, Sara, and Ava, to our 

common journey. Trusting God, we offer you our support and care. 

 

BLESSING AND POURING OF WATER  
Source of love, Mother and Father of all living creatures, pour out your Spirit upon this water, 

that this font may be your womb of new birth. May all who pass through these waters be 

delivered to new life, from bondage to freedom, from sin to righteousness. We lift our prayers 

today for Ben, Sara, and Ava, your beloved children. Bind them to the household of faith, guard 

them from all evil. Strengthen them to serve you with joy until the day you make all things new, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

ACT OF BAPTISM 
 

WELCOME 
Council Member: Benjamin, Sara, and Ava have been received into the church through baptism. 

God has made them members of the household of God. Let us welcome our new brother and 

sisters in Christ. 

With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome you into Christ’s church to share with us in 

ministry, for we are all one in Christ. 

 

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS 
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                          Lydia Mulkey                              

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 



 

PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
 
* HYMN 438                                                      Blest Be the Tie That Binds                                                                                      DENNIS 

Blue hymnal                          
 

*CHARGE 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                     

 
 

 

SENDING MUSIC             Impromptu in A-flat, Op.142, No. 2                                               Franz Schubert 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

• Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more information 

about the church and a gift to take home with you.    

• Sign the registration pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news and 

devotional! 

• Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship. 

• Contact Deborah Kapp at 708.386.5215 or dkapp@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about 

Newcomers Gatherings and any additional questions.  

 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. We 

seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  

We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in 

membership & ministry. 

 

ABOUT WORSHIP - Worship is our time to praise and grow closer to God. Worship each week includes 

song, prayer, learning, silence and giving. If you have any questions about what we do, please ask a minister 

or a member. 

 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age-appropriate 

worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, quality childcare and 

quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just off the lounge). Accompanied by a parent, these 

children may leave after Time for Sharing. 

 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet is 

available in all areas of the building. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online at 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving.  
 

 

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving


 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 

 
 

PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins near the Sanctuary exits. 

 

TODAY'S MOTHERS' DAY LITANY is used with permission from http://fatpastor.me. 
 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship. 
 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, 

BIBLES AND HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these 

items and return the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be 

returned to the table behind the middle pews.  
 

HOSPITALITY IN WORSHIP- HELP WANTED! It takes many hands and hearts to make our worship 

pleasing in the sight of God. Please consider adding your hands and heart as well! Contact Joanne 

Despotes at jdespotes@gmail.com or 708-209-1377 for more information or to volunteer.  This week 

we thank Lead Usher Nell Lurain; Greeters Clara Kearley, Sue Saliny, Dale Sorenson and Doug 

Thurman; Sanctuary Guild members Cindy Palombi and Nina Roher and the Church School Acolytes. 

We ask forgiveness for any omissions. 

 

 

EVENTS AND UPDATES 
A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING is called for Sunday, May 20 at the end of our regular worship 

service. Three items will be discussed and voted upon. Please join us for this important meeting. 

1. New Council Members, Deacons and Members of the Nominating Committee: 

Nominees for three-year terms on Church Council are Mike Espinoza, Alissa Lonergan, Carl 

Nauert, Dan Pietrini, and Jamie Shamhart. 

Nominees for one-year terms as youth members of Council are Lily Alter and Paul Raducha. 

Nominees for three-year terms as Deacons are Brad Carlson, Ken Honderich, Porter Luckett, 

and Sara Stevenson. 

Nominees for two-year terms on Nominating Committee are Robert Hickock, Tammy Meyer, 

Cindy Palombi, and Sue Saliny. 

2. Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC).  

3. Settled Call of the Reverend Lydia Mulkey. 
 

SECOND SUNDAY SUNDAES! Stop by in the lounge after the worship service today for Second 

Sunday Sundaes. The second Sunday of every month, after service the 7th Grade Sunday School class 

will provide ice cream and the toppings. Come for a sweet treat and fellowship! 

 

 



 

DINNER AND A MOVIE, Friday May 18: Loving. Recounting a landmark chapter in the struggle for 

civil rights, this absorbing drama depicts the 1958 arrest and imprisonment of Richard and Mildred 

Loving for violating Virginia's law against interracial marriage. Dinner at 6:00 p.m. ($5 donation), 

movie at 6:30 p.m. (free). Call Nancy Pennington if you plan to attend, at 708-386-9195. 
 

JOIN MUSIC AT FIRST, Unity Temple, and the Nineteenth Century Club in a first-ever Steinway 

Crawl! Hear piano experts speak on the amazing history and grandeur of the magnificent Steinway 

pianos in these three locations, then hear them played. The event will be held Sunday, May 20, 

beginning at First United at 2:00 p.m., moving to Unity Temple, then concluding at the Nineteenth 

Century Club with a reception. 
 

NEW MEMBER CLASSES will be held on Sundays, June 3, 10, and 17, during the hour before worship. 

Anyone interested in affiliating with the congregation is welcome to attend. The classes will give you 

an overview of First United - its ministry, commitments, and history. You'll also have an opportunity 

to make some new friends. For more information please contact Deborah Kapp at 

dkapp@firstunitedoakpark.com or 708-386-5215. 
 

SUMMER MEALS ORIENTATION, for those who are interested in volunteering, will be held Monday, 

May 21, 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Centennial Hall. Summer Meals provides meals and activities for 

children during the summer months when school is closed. This orientation gives an overview on 

what to expect and how to become a Summer Meals Volunteer! 
 

LOST SOMETHING? Have you lost a hat, a beverage container, a serving dish, a plastic storage 

container, a cane, or maybe a book? The Lost and Found is on display in the lounge until tomorrow, 

after which it will be discarded. Please check it out! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

SUNDAY, MAY 13  

9:30 am Education for all ages  

9:30 am Technology Help Desk  

11:00 am    Worship 

12:00 pm Second Sunday Sundaes 

6:00 pm      FUSH and FUJI 
7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 

MONDAY, MAY 14 

7:00 pm Worship, Music and Arts meeting 

TUESDAY, MAY 15 

4:30 pm Pro Musica Youth Chorus party 

7:00 pm Council meeting  

WEDNESDAY, MAY 16 

9:00 am Nursery School Board meeting 

11:00 am Wednesday Small Group  

 

THURSDAY, MAY 17  

6:30 pm Cluster Tutoring 

FRIDAY, MAY 18 

6:00 pm Dinner and a Movie 

SATURDAY, MAY 19  

9:00 am Confirmation Rehearsal 

SUNDAY, MAY 20  

8:00 am Quest Confirmation Breakfast 

9:30 am Education for all ages  

9:30 am  Technology Help Desk  

11:00 am Worship 

12:00 pm Confirmation Reception 

6:00 pm FUJI and FUSH 

7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Cluster Tutoring Board meeting 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM  

708.386.5215   
  

Deborah Kapp, Interim Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                           dkapp@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Lydia Mulkey, Associate Pastor of Education (ext. 103)                       lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Alicia Reese, Coordinator of Youth & Children's Ministry                     areese@firstunitedoakpark.com  

William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                     bill@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                         msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Amanda Swanson, Manager of Operations (ext. 102)                      aswanson@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Dennis Cobb, Administrative Assistant (ext. 100)                                   dcobb@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Maureen Wheeler, Financial Consultant (ext. 106)                           mwheeler@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Susan Samek, Financial Assistant (ext. 109)                                           ssamek@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Keith Liesse, Manager of Building and Grounds                                    kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com  

First United Church Nursery School                                      708-848-4910, www.firstunitedschool.com  

Housing Forward                                                                          708-338-1724, www.housingforward.org  

Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                             708-386-1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org  

The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                      susanzaruba@gmail.com  

Cluster Tutoring                                                                               773-378-5530, www.clustertutoring.org  

Pro Musica Youth Chorus                                                708-406-9597, www.promusicayouthchorus.org  

Samaritan Counseling Center                                            847-446-6955, www.northshoresamaritan.org  
 

 

http://www.promusicayouthchorus.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 


