
 

 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
 25 FEBRUARY 2018 

LENT TWO 

 

 
 

An open community united in love and justice 

 
 



PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

"When I marched with Martin Luther King in Selma, Alabama, I felt my legs were praying." 

-Abraham Joshua Heschel 

"S/he who sings, prays twice." 

-Anonymous 

 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                                   Liturgical Improvisation                                    George Oldroyd 

             Rhosymedre                              Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER         Please sign and pass the connections pew pad.                     Deborah Kapp                                      

       

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP        
Lord, open to us: 

Open to us light for our darkness. 

Open to us courage for our fear. 

Open to us hope for our despair. 

Open to us peace for our turmoil. 

Open to us strength for our weakness. 

Open to us wisdom for our confusion. 

Open to us forgiveness for our sins. 

Open to us love for our hates. 

Open to us your Self for ourselves. 

Lord, open to us. 
 

* HYMN 382                                                   Somebody's Knocking at Your Door              SOMEBODY'S KNOCKING 

Blue hymnal                                                                                                                      
 

LITANY OF CONFESSION AND PARDON                                                                                       Lydia Mulkey 

Although we don’t like to think of ourselves as "sinners," when Jesus knocks at our door, we 

recognize that we are far from perfect, we make mistakes, and we need the help of God and 

one another to do better. With honesty and hope, let us together admit our weakness, and 

invite God to change our lives. Let us pray.  

Holy God, giver of light and grace, we have sinned against you and against our fellow 

human beings, through ignorance, weakness, and willfulness. We ask your forgiveness.  
 

SILENCE IS KEPT 

 



 

Let us continue in prayer. 

Holy God, who makes all things new, remake us. Give us the guidance and strength to 

make real changes in our lives, that we might grow in the likeness of Christ, and become 

more bold in sharing his love with our world.  
 

SILENCE IS KEPT 
 

Friends, listen again to the good news of the gospel: Jesus lived, died, and rose for us. In Christ, 

God grants us forgiveness and gives us grace to become more faithful disciples. May this 

good news fill your lives and hearts. 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 

TIME FOR SHARING                                                                                                                       Alicia Reese 
 

SONG OF ILLUMINATION                              O Lord, Hear My Prayer                                           TAIZÉ 

             

READING                                              Romans 8: 24-27, NT p. 158                                                 Britt Cox  
 

READING                                                 Matthew 7: 7-11, NT p. 7                                        Deborah Kapp  

  

SERMON                                                      Ask. Seek. Knock.                                                       
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

* HYMN 508                                                     Prayer is the Soul's Sincere Desire                                            ST. AGNES 

Black hymnal     
 



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                        The Apostles' Creed                                                Deborah Kapp 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OFFERING – Benefiting the Pastoral Services Fund 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                                   
Offerings are a sacred act of worship. We invite you to use the green giving cards in the pew rack to 

celebrate what you’ve already given or to make an additional donation.  
 

From your abundant gifts, O God, we make this offering, brought from our daily living. With 

your grace and blessing, may our gifts be used in ways that help us to fulfill our mission: to 

move from words to witness in our relationship with you, from individualism to intimate 

fellowship in our relationship with each other, and from charity to changing structures of 

injustice in our relationship with the world. Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY                                                     
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below. 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.   
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                   Britt Cox                              

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
 

* HYMN 282                                                         Every Time I Feel the Spirit                   AFRICAN AMERICAN SPIRITUAL 

Black hymnal                         



 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                        Jesus, Remember Me                                                               TAIZÉ 

 

SENDING MUSIC                                Prelude and Fugue in E minor                                    Nicolaus Bruhns 

 

 

 

 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 

 

TODAY’S COVER ART – Jew at Prayer by Marc Chagall 

 

THIS SUNDAY’S FOURTH SUNDAY OFFERING supports the work of the Pastoral Services Fund. 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins near the Sanctuary exits. 

 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship. 

 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, BIBLES AND 

HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these items and return 

the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be returned to the table 

behind the middle pews.  

 

HOSPITALITY IN WORSHIP - It takes many hands and hearts to make our worship pleasing in the sight 

of God. This week we thank Sanctuary Guild members James Morrison, Cindy Palombi and Nina 

Roher; Lead Usher Bob Larson; Greeters Marilyn Kauffmann, Bob Larson, Kate Larson and Bonnie 

Mize, and the Church School Acolytes.   We ask forgiveness for any omissions. If you think one or 

more of these hospitality ministries would be a fit for you, please contact Joanne Despotes at 

jdespotes@gmail.com or 708-209-1377.    

 



 

EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 

WORSHIP 101 - Each Sunday in March, we will explore the ins and outs of designing a worship service. 

All who attend these four sessions will have the opportunity to sit on a worship planning team that 

will design one of our worship services this Spring! Sundays, 9:30-10:45 a.m. in Centennial Hall. 
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REQUEST - If you are thinking about using your gifts and talents in a more 

formal way to contribute to our life together, the "Nominations" card in the pew racks lists a variety 

of ways to get involved. Several committees are listed. And, if you would consider serving as an 

officer of the congregation (elections in May) or serving on the Pastor Nominating Committee which 

will be put together over the next few months, you can also indicate that on the card. Self-nomination 

doesn't mean that you can be certain you will be invited to join the committee of your choice, but your 

input is a very important first step. Blank cards are also available at the Lounge desk.  

 

DINNER AND A MOVIE - Friday, March 2: The Zookeeper's Wife. After the Nazis invade Poland, Warsaw 

Zoo caretakers Antonina and Jan Zabinski place themselves in grave danger when they begin 

collaborating with the Resistance in an effort to save Jews from the horrors of the Warsaw Ghetto. 

Dinner at 6 p.m. ($5 donation); movie at 6:30 p.m. (free). Sign up in lounge or call Nancy Pennington 

at 708-386-9195. 

 

PRACTICING FAITH IN A NEW MEDIA CULTURE - Saturday, March 10, 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Fourth 

Presbyterian Church. $15 per person. How might Christian communities flourish in a rapidly 

changing media landscape? Join presenter Angela Gorrell, Associate Research Scholar at the Yale 

Center of Faith and Culture, for a provocative workshop that will enhance your congregation's ability 

to navigate social media more faithfully and effectively. To register, go to this link: 

www.chicagopresbytery.org/events/practicing-faith-in-a-new-media-culture/ 

 

LENTEN PRAYER STATIONS - Deacons are available on Wednesday evenings for prayer. Throughout 

lent, our sanctuary will be filled with interactive prayer stations. Engage them as many times as you 

would like between February 14 and March 31. The stations make up a prayer journey that can be 

taken alone, with a friend or with your family. This journey is open to all ages and stages of faith 

Every Wednesday evening from 6:30-7:15 p.m. Deacons will be available in the sanctuary for prayer. 

Blessings on your journey through Lent.      
 

NEXT SUNDAY:  Ribbons and Wood-  Matthew 7:24-27 

 

SEVENTH ANNUAL ONE EARTH FILM FESTIVAL - March 2-11, presenting over 30 award-winning 

environmental films at 39 locations around Chicagoland. The screening at St. Giles Church, Sunday, 

March 4, 12:30 p.m., will feature Making Waves: Battle for the Great Lakes, narrated by Bill Kurtis. Other 

titles include Happening: A Clean Energy Revolution, Wasted! The Story of Food Waste and Chasing Coral. 

For the full schedule, visit www.oneearthfilmfest.org. 
 

http://www.oneearthfilmfest.org/


 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

• Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more information 

about the church and a gift to take home with you.    

• Sign the connections pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news and 

devotional! 

• Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship. 

• Contact Britt Cox at 708.386.5215 or bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about Newcomers 

Gatherings and any additional questions.  
 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. We 

seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  

We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in 

membership & ministry. 
 

ABOUT WORSHIP - Worship is our time to praise and grow closer to God. Worship each week includes 

song, prayer, learning, silence and giving. If you have any questions about what we do, please ask a minister 

or a member. 
 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age-appropriate 

worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, quality childcare and 

quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just off the lounge). Accompanied by a parent, these 

children may leave after Time for Sharing. 
 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet is 

available in all areas except the Sanctuary. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online at 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving.  
 

 

  

  
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 

848 Lake Street, Oak Park IL 60301 | 708.386.5215 www.firstunitedoakpark.com 
|  facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving


 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25  
9:30 am     Education for all 

11:00 am   Worship 

3:00 pm     Quest World Religions Presentations 

3:00 pm     PFLAG 

5:00 pm     Boulevard Birthdays – FUJI 

6:00 pm     FUSH 

6:00 pm     SOPRF Chorus Rehearsal 

7:00 pm     Men’s Lenten Book Group 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26 
9:00 am     CPM Meeting (Presbytery) 

10:00 am   Library Committee Work 

6:30 pm     CMA Justice and Witness Ministry 

7:00 pm     Stewardship Committee Meeting 

7:00 pm     Nominating Committee Meeting 

7:00 pm     Personnel Committee Meeting 

7:00 pm     Hunger Walkathon West Meeting 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 
4:00 pm     Pro Musica Youth Chorus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
11:00 am    Wednesday Small Group 

7:00 pm     Food Pantry Volunteer Orientation 

THURSDAY, MARCH 1 

FRIDAY, MARCH 2 
9:00 am   Project Green Electrical Work 

5:30 pm   Dinner and a Movie 

SATURDAY, MARCH 3 

SUNDAY, MARCH 4 
9:30 am     Education for All  

9:30 am     Tech Help Desk Volunteers Meeting 

11:00 am   Worship 

6:00 pm     FUJI and FUSH 

6:00 pm     SOPRF Chorus Rehearsal 

7:00 pm     Men’s Lenten Book Group 

 

  

CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM 

 708-386-5215 
  
Deborah Kapp, Interim Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                           dkapp@firstunitedoakpark.com 
Britt Cox, Associate Pastor of Discipleship (ext. 105)                                   bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Lydia Mulkey, Associate Pastor of Education (ext. 103)                       lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
Alicia Reese, Coordinator of Youth & Children's Ministry                      areese@firstunitedoakpark.com  
William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                       bill@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                          msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com                                     
Amanda Swanson, Manager of Operations (ext. 102)                         aswanson@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Dennis Cobb, Administrative Assistant (ext. 100)                                      dcobb@firstunitedoakpark.com 
Maureen Wheeler, Financial Consultant (ext. 106)                              mwheeler@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Keith Liesse, Manager of Building and Grounds                                      kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com  
First United Church Nursery School                                         708-848-4910, www.firstunitedschool.com  
Housing Forward                                                                            708-338-1724, www.housingforward.org    
Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                               708-386-1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org   
The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                       susanzaruba@gmail.com 
Cluster Tutoring                                                                                 773-378-5530, www.clustertutoring.org 
 


