
 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
 25 MARCH 2018 

PALM SUNDAY 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
An open community united in love and justice 

 

 
 



 
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

 

 

“For the master’s tools will never dismantle the master’s house. They may allow us to 

temporarily beat him at his own game, but they will never enable us to bring about  

genuine change. Racism and homophobia are real conditions of all our lives in this place and time. 

I urge each one of us here to reach down into that deep place of knowledge inside herself  

and touch that terror and loathing of any difference that lives here. See whose face it wears. 

Then the personal as the political can begin to illuminate all our choices.”  

- Audre Lorde  

 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 

 

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                              Trumpet Tune in C                                           David N. Johnson 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER       Please sign and pass the connections pew pad.                           Alicia Reese            

       

 

 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP        

Have you heard? Christ is here! With hands that heal, words of truth, and an invitation to 

transform the world, the savior is before us.  

Hosanna! Blessed are all who welcome Love!  

 

Through Christ we are lifted from hopelessness. We are empowered to confront evil and pursue 

justice.  

Hosanna! Blessed are all who heed the call to courage. 

 

Victory is coming. Peace will be restored. Violence will come to an end.  

Hosanna! Blessed are all who believe. Blessed are all who make it so.  

 

* PROCESSIONAL HYMN 216               All Glory, Laud, and Honor                                                    ST. THEODULPH 

black hymnal     

 

 

 



 

 

TIME FOR SHARING                                                                                                                  Lydia Mulkey  

  

SUNG RESPONSE  
All glory, laud, and honor to you, O Christ, we sing. 

To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring! 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION                                   Deborah Kapp  

We sing, we wave our branches, we shout 'Hosanna.' Then, we turn away, to go back to our old 

ways, our old lives, our old sins. But God is in the business of granting forgiveness and filling 

us with new life. Let us confess to the One who comes to fill us with grace.  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of liberation, we ache for your arrival – in our hearts, in our communities, in our churches. 

We welcome you with cries for help – save us! But when your tactics betray our understanding 

or desires, we turn away from you and back to that which we are used to.  

We confess that we get impatient with the work of Love.  

We confess that we are often seduced by power and control.  

We confess that we replicate the very values we wish to overturn.  

We confess that we return violence with violence.  

Hear now our silent prayers.  

 

SILENCE IS KEPT. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

Holy One, lead us on a path that heals, we are ready to follow you. Help us to trust in the 

example you have given us in the life of Christ. Though your way may lead us to the cross, do 

not let us lose hope. Keep us grounded, come what may, in the promises of the resurrection and 

hope everlasting.  

Amen.  

  

*PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 

SONG OF ILLUMINATION                               O Lord, Hear My Prayer                                                 TAIZ É 

 

 

 
READING                                                  John 12:12-16  

  
SERMON                                                The March for Our Lives                                                     Britt Cox 

  

 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
 * HYMN 448                                             Take My Life, God, Let it Be                                                       VIENNA   

black hymnal   

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                               Deborah Kapp 
Offerings are a sacred act of worship. We invite you to use the green giving cards in the pew rack to 

celebrate what you’ve already given or to make an additional donation.  

 
OFFERTORY                                    Lift Up Your Heads from Messiah                                        G. F. Handel 
Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. 

Lift up your Heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts; He is the King of glory. 
(Psalm 24: 7-10) 

 

 



 
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                       OLD HUNDREDTH  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below. 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.   
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                 Sandy Jefferson and Colin Lonergan   

                                                                         

                                                                         A Change Is Gonna Come                                         Sam Cooke  

 

I was born by the river in a little  tent 
Oh and just like the river I've been running ev'r since  
It's been a long time, a long time coming 
But I know a change gonna come, oh yes it will 
It's been too hard living, but I'm afraid to die  
'Cause I don't know what's up there, beyond the sky  
It's been a long, a long time coming 
But I know a change gonna come, oh yes it will 
I go to the movie and I go downtown  
Somebody keep tellin' me don't hang around  
It's been a long, a long time coming 
But I know a change gonna come, oh yes it will 
Then I go to my brother  
And I say brother help me please 
But he winds up knockin' me  
Back down on my knees, oh 
There have been times that I thought I couldn't last for long  
But now I think I'm able to carry on  
It's been a long, a long time coming 
But I know a change is gonna come, oh yes it will 

                                                    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE                      

 
 



 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                      Jesus, Remember Me                                                       TAIZÉ  

 

 

SENDING MUSIC             March on a Theme of Handel                              Alexandre Guilmant  

  



 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 
 

PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins  near the Sanctuary exits. 
 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship.  
 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, BIBLES AND 

HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these items and return 

the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be returned to the table 

behind the middle pews.  
 

HOSPITALITY IN WORSHIP - It takes many hands and hearts to make our worship pleasing in the sight 

of God. We are grateful to our worship and music leaders and also to the folks who minister in the 

background in other profoundly important ways. This week we thank Lead  Usher Carl Nauert; 

Greeters Joanne Despotes, Marilyn Kauffmann and Dale Sorenson; Sanctuary Guild members James 

Morrison, Cindy Palombi and Nina Roher and the Church School Acolytes. If you think one or more 

of these Hospitality Ministries might be a fit for you, please contact Joanne Despotes at 

jdespotes@gmail.com or 708-209-1377.    

 

EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 

DINNER AND A MOVIE - Friday, April 6  – Barbershop: The Next Cut. In this off -the-wall addition to the 

"Barbershop" franchise, the whole cast of bizarre neighborhood characters stumbles through a new 

set of comical misadventures. Dinner at 6 p.m. ($5 donation); movie at 6:30 p.m. (free). Sign up in 

lounge or call Nancy Pennington 708-386-9195. 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE SEEKING INPUT - If you are thinking about  how you might contribute to our 

life together, the "Nominations" card in the pew racks lists many ways to get involved. Several 

committees are listed. And, if you would consider serving as an officer (elections in May), or serving 

on a Pastor Nominating Committee which will be put together over the next few months, you can 

also indicate that on the card. Self-nomination doesn't mean that you can be certain you will be invited 

to join a committee, but your input is a very important first step.  There's plenty of room on the 

"Nominations" side of the card to recommend people you know to serve in specific roles.  

 

PLAY BALL! Mark your calendars and get out your favorite team shirts and tees for Baseball Shirt 

Sunday at First United on Sunday, April 8.  

 

SECOND SUNDAY SUNDAES! Stop by in the lounge after service for Second Sunday Sundaes on April 8. 

The second Sunday of every month, after service the Seventh Grade Sunday School class will provide 

ice cream and the toppings. Come for a sweet treat and fellowship! 

 

 



 

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION - First United's sanctuary is 100 years old, and we plan to celebrate! 

Following worship on April 15, come to the lounge to discover how "The Walls Tell Our Story." You 

will learn how our church building rose from the ashes in 191 6 and emerged with increased strength 

and dedication. Photos, paintings, and windows reflect amazing faith, courage, and generosity. 

Contact Marcia Ashton to learn more (marciaashton@msn.com or 708-524-5126). 

 

TOWER, TUNNELS AND MORE - What's really stored in our church tunnels? How do you get up to the 

bell in our tower? Is that the church's original bell? Is it a rumor that our church has a gymnasium? 

What does the Food Pantry space look like? John Zaruba will lead a small group through our 

building's man y nooks and crannies, focusing on renovations and space reorganizations made 

through the years to better serve our ever-changing congregational and mission needs. This tour is a 

special part of our Centennial Celebration. Tours are offered after church on April 15 and 22. Space is 

limited. Sign up at the Elder Desk.  

 

HUNGER WALKATHON WEST CHALLENGE - The 35th local CROP Hunger Walk is set for Sunday, May 

6 at 2 p.m. (registration 1  p.m.). Can First United participants raise more money than last year to 

support Church World Service and 10 local hunger fighting agencies? Yes, we can! This is a great way 

to be part of community activity with your friends and family . There will be raffles, face painting, art 

projects (including a social media contest for youth), music, special t-shirts, etc. Join the fun while 

raising funds!  Check out the bulletin board in the church lounge and sign up with the recruiter before 

or after church.     

 
PADS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - On May 6, First United is organizing to  staff the new PADS site at St. 

Christopher’s for 20 guests. Volunteers are needed so team up with a partner and sign up ! Please 

email/contact Rick at richard@pollock.net or 708-354-4204. Or fill out the Google Form at: 

https://goo.gl/forms/eCWe8zeRBBpM76Et1. If you’d like to volunteer for any other Sunday from 

April 8 to May 13, contact Tonisha Daniel, tdaniel@housingforward.org or 708.338.1724. 

 



 



 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

¶ Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more information 

about the church and a gift to take home with you .    

¶ Sign the connections pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news and 

devotional!  

¶ Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship.  

¶ Contact Britt Cox at 708.386.5215 or bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about Newcomers 

Gatherings and any additional questions.  
 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. We 

seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  

We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in  

membership & ministry.  
 

ABOUT WORSHIP - Worship is our time to praise and grow closer to God. Worship each week includes 

song, prayer, learning, silence and giving. If you have any questions about what we do, please ask a minister 

or a member. 
 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age -appropriate 

worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, quality childcare and 

quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just  off the lounge). Accompanied by a parent, these 

children may leave after Time for Sharing. 
 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet is 

available in all areas of the building. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online at 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving .  
 

  

  
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 

848 Lake Street, Oak Park IL 60301 | 708.386.5215 www.firstunitedoakpark.com 
|  facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
 

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving


 

SUNDAY, MARCH 25  
9:30 am     Education for all 

9:30 am     Technology Help Desk 

11:00 am   Worship  

12:15 pm   Quest Tenebrae Rehearsal 

3:00 pm     PFLAG 

6:00 pm     FUJI and FUSH 

6:00 pm     Men’s Lenten Book Group  

MONDAY, MARCH 26 
6:30 pm     CMA Justice & Witness meeting 

7:00 pm     Personnel Committee meeting 

7:00 pm     Nominating Committee meeting  

TUESDAY, MARCH 27 
4:00 pm     Pro Musica Youth Chorus 

7:00 pm     Summer Sings – Schubert Mass in G 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28 
11:00 am    Wednesday Small Group 

4:30 pm     Lenten Bread Baking 

6:00 pm     Handbell Rehearsal 

7:00 pm     Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

THURSDAY, MARCH 29 
6:30 pm    Maundy Thursday Dinner  

8:00 pm    Maundy Thursday Tenebrae  

FRIDAY, MARCH 30 
7:00 pm     Good Friday Peace Vigil 

SATURDAY, MARCH 31 
11:30 am    Easter Sunday Bluegrass Rehearsal 

SUNDAY, APRIL 1 
8:00 am     Bluegrass Easter Worship 

9:15 am     FUSH Easter Breakfast Fundraiser 

11:00 am   Easter Worship  

 

 

  

CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM 

 708-386-5215 
  
Deborah Kapp, Interim Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                           dkapp@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Britt Cox, Associate Pastor of Discipleship (ext. 105)                                   bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Lydia Mulkey, Associate Pastor of Education (ext. 103)                       lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Alicia Reese, Coordinator of Youth & Children's Ministry                      areese@firstunitedoakpark.com  
William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                       bill@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                          msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com                                     
Amanda Swanson, Manager of Operations (ext. 102)                         aswanson@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Dennis Cobb, Administrative Assistant (ext. 100)                                      dcobb@firstunitedoakpark.com 
Maureen Wheeler, Financial Consultant (ext. 106)                              mwheeler@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Susan Samek, Financial Assistant (ext. 109)                                              ssamek@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Keith Liesse, Manager of Building and Grounds                                      kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com  
First United Church Nursery  School                                         708-848-4910, www.firstunitedschool.com  
Housing Forward                                                                            708-338-1724, www.housingforward.org    
Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                               708-386-1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org   
The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                       susanzaruba@gmail.com 
Cluster Tutoring                                                                                 773-378-5530, www.clustertutoring.org  
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