
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
8 APRIL 2018 

EASTER TWO 
 

 

 
 

 
An open community united in love and justice 

 

 
 



 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

"The proof that God raised Jesus from the dead is not the empty tomb, but the full hearts of his 

transformed disciples. The crowning evidence that he lives is not a vacant grave, but a spirit-filled 

fellowship. Not a rolled away stone, but a carried-away church." 

- Clarence Jordan, Substance of Faith 

 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                          I Want Jesus to Walk with Me          Spiritual, arr. Dan R. Edwards 

First United Handbell Ensemble 
 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER              Please sign and pass the red pew pad.                             Deborah Kapp 
       

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP         

A new day: 

Christ lives!  

In our hearts and in our world: 

Christ lives!  

In the face of our neighbor: 

Christ lives! 

As we share God’s abundance: 

Christ lives!  

Here in this place: 

Christ lives!  
 

* HYMN                                                  Here in This Place                                                   GATHER US IN 
 

 



 

 
 

CALL TO PRAYER                                 

Jesus came and stood among them saying: “Peace be with you”. Then the disciples were 

overjoyed as they looked upon Jesus. My friends, we are in the presence of amazing grace. Let 

us without fear seek forgiveness and renovation of attitude and thought. Let us pray. 

 

PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS 

We come before you, O God, in this Easter season, wanting to do your will. As the Disciples 

before us, in the aftermath of the crucifixion and resurrection, we are gathered together to pray. 

Because in unpremeditated moments we do and say hasty things which we live to regret, 

becoming frustrated with our failure to be your Easter people, we pray: 

Lord have mercy. 

Because in our willful moments we, with premeditated stupidity, undertake courses of action 

which are bound to hurt others and degrade ourselves, living as if we had never known your 

love, we pray: 

 



 

Christ have mercy.  

Because we allow our minds and hearts to become clogged with guilt, and thereby leave scant 

room for grace, we pray: 

Lord have mercy. 

 

SILENCE IS KEPT. 

 

ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
My friends, you are forgiven. Take courage, inhale the breath of Christ, that you may be able to 

forgive yourself and then go on to love your neighbor as you now love yourself.  

We are forgiven! Amen! 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

 

TIME FOR SHARING                                                                                                                            Britt Cox          
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 

SONG OF ILLUMINATION       
 

 
 

READINGS                    John 20:24-29, NT p. 115; Acts 4:23-37, NT p. 122 
  

SERMON                                                      Be the Living Proof                                                  Lydia Mulkey 
 



 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

* HYMN                                                                  We Are One in the Spirit        THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS 

 

    

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                        Lydia Mulkey 

 



 

OFFERTORY                             Meditation on "Lord, I Want to be a Christian”          

                                                                   Marilee Castaneda, flute                 Spiritual, arr. Sandra Eithun 

 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Christ, all people here below. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God whom we adore.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!    

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                             Alicia Reese 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
 

* HYMN 524                                                  This Little Light of Mine                                                        THIS JOY 

black hymnal                       1. This Little Light of Mine; 2. Everywhere I Go; 3. All Through the Night 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                     

 
 

SENDING MUSIC                          How Firm a Foundation                                        American Folk Melody 

                                                           First United Handbell Ensemble                       arr. Tammy Waldrop 

 
 



 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 
  
PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins near the Sanctuary exits. 

 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship. 

 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, BIBLES AND 

HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these items and return 

the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be returned to the table 

behind the middle pews.  

 

HOSPITALITY IN WORSHIP- HELP WANTED! It takes many hands and hearts to make our worship 

pleasing in the sight of God. We are grateful to our worship and music leaders and to the folks who 

minister in the background in other profoundly important ways. This week we thank Lead Usher 

Nell Lurain; Greeters Cynthia Collazo, Marge Lyon, Clara Kearly and Bonnie Mize; Sanctuary Guild 

members Joanne Despotes, Marilyn Heinrichs, Cindy Palombi and Nina Roher; and the Church 

School Acolytes. If you think one or more of these Hospitality Ministries might be a fit for you, please 

contact Joanne Despotes at jdespotes@gmail.com or 708-209-1377.    

 

TODAY WE WELCOME OUR FIRST UNITED HANDBELL ENSEMBLE: Judy Bradeen, Cathy Cerniglia, Sophie 

Kerr, Susan Pierson, Adam Raducha, Kregg Raducha, Paul Raducha, Andrew Reed, Nina Roher, 

Priscilla Sibley, Michele Stern, Sara Stevenson and Patty Warren. 

 
 

  



 

EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 

SECOND SUNDAY SUNDAES! Stop by in the lounge after service today for Second Sunday Sundaes. The 

second Sunday of every month, after service the Seventh Grade Sunday School class will provide ice 

cream and the toppings. Come for a sweet treat and fellowship! 
 

CLUSTER TUTORING FUNDRAISER - Enjoy delicious pizza from Lou Malnati's in Oak Park on 

Wednesday, April 11, to raise money for Cluster Tutoring. Lunch or dinner; deep-dish or thin crust; 

eat-in, take-out, or delivery: Malnati's will donate 20% of your bill (excluding taxes and alcohol) to 

Cluster. Mention the fundraiser when you place your order. Flyers available at Sanctuary entrances. 
 

WHAT'S REALLY STORED IN OUR CHURCH TUNNELS? How do you get up to the bell in our tower? Is that 

the church's original bell? Is it a rumor that our church has a gymnasium? What does the Food Pantry 

space look like? John Zaruba will lead a small group through our building's many nooks and crannies, 

focusing on renovations and space reorganizations made through the years to better serve our ever-

changing congregational and mission needs. This tour is a special part of our Centennial Celebration. 

Tours are offered after church on April 15 and 29. Space is limited. Sign up at the Elder Desk. 
 

 

EVENING DIVISION DINNER in Centennial Hall at 6 p.m. Thursday, April 12 ($15) For reservations, sign 

up at lounge desk or call (708) 383-5632. Following dinner, at 7 p.m. (free), a special poetry month 

program with Barbara Ballinger and friends commemorating the 50th anniversary of the deaths of 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and Sen. Robert Kennedy with poetry about the Civil Rights struggle.  
 

ARE YOU READ FOR SPRING? Come help the Buildings and Grounds Committee spruce up the church 

for Spring on April 14, 9 a.m. to noon. Bring your rake, gardening tools and/or leaf blower. We will 

focus on lawns, outdoor spaces, and indoor cleaning of the Sanctuary and the Narthexes. Questions? 

Call Paul Aeschleman 708-848-6023 or Bobbie Kmiec 708-848-6023. 
 

FIRST UNITED HAS COMMITTED TO HELP HOUSING FORWARD by staffing one more night for PADS on 

May 6 at St. Christopher's Episcopal Church in Oak Park. We need people to fill up our roster for that 

night. This is important work! PADS has been turning away many people due to lack of space, and 

this is our opportunity to step forward and be part of the solution. Please sign up at this site for a shift 

on May 6: https://tinyurl.com/PADS-May6. Housing Forward will provide the training. 
 

ARTEMESIA TRIO & A JOURNEY OF MOTHERHOOD - The Chicago trio of Kaitlin Foley, Diana Lawrence, 

and Alexandra Olsavsky have a vast repertoire of vocal styles. Join us to hear a breathless 

Appalachian exaltation at the birth of a young daughter, a playful First Nations lullaby, a mournful 

Lithuanian graveside song from an orphaned daughter, an admonishing Yiddish dialogue from an 

exasperated mother to a love-stuck teenage daughter. At First United on April 15.  
 

SEWING SUPPLIES DONATION NEEDED! Nadia, the mom of our refugee family, and her two oldest 

daughters are learning how to sew thanks to the generous donation of a sewing machine by one of 

our congregants. We now need fabric, thread and notions. If you have unwanted or extra sewing 

supplies, please bring them to the church office and mark the bag "Alsaad Sewing Supplies."  

https://tinyurl.com/PADS-May6


 
STOP EATING YOURSELF SICK! Protect your family from toxic chemicals in our food system. Presented 

by soil biologist Dr. Thierry Vrain, a moderated discussion by Dr. Susan Buchanan from First United 

Church. Thursday, April 12, 7 p.m. at Trinity High School Auditorium, 7574 Division, River Forest. 

For more information and free tickets, go to: www.gogreenoakpark.org/drvrain. 
 

FLOWER POWER IS BACK! Help us help mission partner New Moms. Make a tax-deductible donation 

of $10 to $15 in the Lounge today. New Moms serves struggling teenage mothers and their children 

with housing and services that enable them to achieve independence and stability. On May 6, Church 

School classes will plant pots of flowers for these moms for Mother’s Day and assemble Welcome 

Baskets containing basic supplies. Details in April’s Messenger Bell. 
 

35TH HUNGER WALK ON SUNDAY MAY 6 - We predict First United will once again help Hunger 

Walkathon West (HWW) be one of the top 10 fundraising CROP Hunger Walks in the U.S. in 2018. In 

2017, HWW was number 9 and $20,000 was distributed to nine local area hunger fighting agencies 

and $60,000 went to international relief and development. We want to do even better in 2018!  How 

can you help?  Be a Walk Participant.  Sign up in the church lounge or go online 

(www.crophungerwalk.org/oakparkil/) and join the First United team. See the bulletin board in the 

church lounge for more information. Thank you for your support, Joanne Despotes (walk co-chair) 

and Ted Despotes (walk treasurer) and First United recruiters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gogreenoakpark.org/drvrain


 

 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

• Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more 

information about the church and a gift to take home with you.    

• Sign the registration pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news 

and devotional! 

• Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship. 

• Contact Britt Cox at 708.386.5215 or bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about 

Newcomers Gatherings and any additional questions.  
 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 

Christ. We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding 

our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full 

inclusion of GLBTQ people in membership & ministry. 
 
 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age-

appropriate worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, 

quality childcare and quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just off the lounge). 

Accompanied by a parent, these children may leave after Time for Sharing. 
 
 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet 

is available in all areas of the building. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online 

at www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving.  

 

 

 

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving


 
First United is celebrating 100 years since the re-dedication of our building following the catastrophic 

fire of 1916.  We are now dedicated to “Building for the Ages.”  

 

 

Sunday, April 15 - The Walls Tell Our Story - Join us for a 

reception in the lounge following worship. Explore the story of 

our 100-year history following the catastrophic fire of 1916. View 

photos, paintings, stained glass windows documents and 

treasures from our church archives. Join a tour of “Towers, 

Tunnels and More.”  

 
Sunday, June 10 - Standing for Open Housing 

This panel presentation lifts up stories from the church’s history 

with Oak Park’s housing desegregation and the push for Open 

Housing in the 1970’s. First United was the location of Oak Park’s 

first Housing Center. 

 

 
 

Sunday, September 16 - Centennial Birthday Party and Carnival 

We will celebrate our 100th Birthday with an all-church picnic and carnival. Family fun will include 

old-fashioned games. Toe-tapping music will prompt a sing-along and many more surprises! 

 

 

 

Friday, November 9 - Raise the Roof Showcase 

We will spotlight First United’s talent with a showcase 

featuring singers, instrumentalists, dancers and actors. 

Digging into the history of both churches reveals a strong 

tradition of presenting elaborate pageants and shows, 

especially when celebrating landmark events. Now it’s 

our turn! 

 

  



SUNDAY, APRIL 8 

9:30 am     Church School for all ages 

9:30 am     Technology Help Desk 

11:00 am   Worship  

5:00 pm     Youth Board 

6:00 pm     FUJI/FUSH 

6:00 pm     SOPRF Chorus Rehearsal 

7:00 pm     Men’s Group 

MONDAY, APRIL 9 

12:00 pm    AmeriCorps meeting 

6:30 pm     Pro Musica Leadership Committee 

7:00 pm     Worship, Music & Arts meeting 

TUESDAY, APRIL 10 

4:00 pm     Pro Musica Youth Chorus 

7:00 pm     Finance Committee meeting 

7:00 pm     Newcomers Committee meeting 

7:00 pm     Youth Committee meeting 

7:00 pm     Faith in Action Committee 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11 

11:00 am    Wednesday Small Group 

6:00 pm     Handbell Choir rehearsal 

7:00 pm     Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, APRIL 12 

2:30 pm    Ad Hoc Committee, Staff Transition 

6:00 pm     Evening Division 

6:30 pm     Cluster Tutoring  

FRIDAY, APRIL 13 

SATURDAY, APRIL 14 

9:00 am     All Church Clean-Up 

SUNDAY, APRIL 15 

9:30 am     Church School for all ages 

9:30 am     Technology Help Desk 

11:00 am   Worship  

12:00 pm   Centennial Celebration Kick-Off 

12:00 pm   Tower, Tunnels, and More tour 

6:00 pm      FUJI/FUSH 

 

CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM 

708.386.5215  

 

Deborah Kapp, Interim Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                    dkapp@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Britt Cox, Associate Pastor of Discipleship (ext. 105)                            bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Lydia Mulkey, Associate Pastor of Education (ext. 103)                 lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Alicia Reese, Coordinator of Youth & Children's Ministry                areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 

William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                bill@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                    msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Amanda Swanson, Manager of Operations (ext. 102)                  aswanson@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Dennis Cobb, Administrative Assistant (ext. 100)                               dcobb@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Maureen Wheeler, Financial Consultant (ext. 106)                       mwheeler@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Susan Samek, Financial Assistant (ext. 109)                                       ssamek@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Keith Liesse, Manager of Building and Grounds                                kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com 

First United Church Nursery School                                  708-848-4910, www.firstunitedschool.com 

Housing Forward                                                                     708-338-1724, www.housingforward.org 

Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                        708-386-1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org 

The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                 susanzaruba@gmail.com 

Cluster Tutoring                                                                          773-378-5530, www.clustertutoring.org 

Pro Musica Youth Chorus                                           708-406-9597, www.promusicayouthchorus.org

 


