
 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  

9 SEPTEMBER 2018 
 

 
 

An open community united in love and justice 

 

 



 
“Inch by inch, row by row, 

Gonna make this garden grow. 

Gonna mulch it deep and low, 

Gonna make it fertile ground. 

Inch by inch, row by row, 

Please bless these seeds I sow. 

Please keep them safe below 

'Til the rain comes tumbling down.” 

 

Chorus from “The Garden Song,” by David Mallet 

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 

 
GATHERING MUSIC                                    Hornpipe in D                                                       John S. Dixon 

 

WELCOME                       Please sign and pass the black Connections pad.                      Lydia Mulkey               

 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

 

*OPENING SONG                                               God Welcomes All                                                  THEMBA AMEN 

 

 



 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

* INVOCATION (UNISON)                                                                                                                                     Alicia Reese 

Almighty God, we pray for your blessing on the church in this place. 

Here may the faithful find salvation, and the careless be awakened. 

Here may the doubting find faith, and the anxious be encouraged. 

Here may the tempted find help, and the sorrowful comfort. 

Here may the weary find rest, and the strong be renewed. 

Here may the aged find consolation, and the young be inspired; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

       

* HYMN                                                        Gather Us In                                               MARTY HAUGEN 
 

           
 

 Continued on the next page 

 



 

 
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS 

Let us pray. In you, gracious God, the widowed find a carer, the orphaned find a parent, the 

fearful find a friend. In you, the wounded find a healer, the penitent find a pardoner, the 

burdened find a counselor. In you, the miserly find a beggar, the despondent find a laughter-

maker, the legalists find a rule-breaker. 

In you, Jesus Christ, we meet our Maker and our match. 

And if some need to say, “Help me,”  

and if some need to say, “Save me,” 

and if some need to say, “Hold me,” 

and if some need to say, “Forgive me,”  

then let these be said now, in confidence, by us. 
 

Silence is kept. 

 

O Christ, in whose heart is both welcome and warning, 

Say to us, do to us, reveal within us the truth that makes us whole. 

Amen. 

 

TIME FOR SHARING                                                                                                                                           Deborah Kapp 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 
SONG OF ILLUMINATION                         Bless the Lord, O My Soul                       Appalachian Folk Melody 

 

 

 



 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                     Philippians 1:3-11, NT p. 196                                      Deborah Kapp 

  

SERMON                                                         Becomingness           

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
* HYMN 376                                                Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                                                      HYFRYDOL 

Blue hymnal 

  

PNC UPDATE                                                                                                                                 Rick Pollock 

                  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                                       Deborah Kapp 

 

OFFERTORY                                                   Behold, the Tabernacle of God                                  William H. Harris 

 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                                                 OLD HUNDREDTH                 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Christ, all people here below.  

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.    

 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION                                                                       Lydia Mulkey and Alicia Reese 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God. 

Come to this table of grace. 

Come to this table of hope. 

Come to this table of peace. 

 

 



 
This is the Lord’s table. 

Our Savior invites all who trust him 

to share the feast that he has prepared. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Good and gracious God, who by understanding made the heavens, the sun to rule the day and 

the moon and stars to rule over the night, we lift our hearts to you in gratitude for the beauty of 

the earth, and for the joy of living (congregational joys). With glad minds we sing your praise: 

[Congregation singing] For your mercies shall endure, ever faithful, ever sure. 

 

 
 

God of all Gods, you brought Israel out from Egypt with a strong hand and an outstretched 

arm. We thank you for your liberating love, which promises new life to those in physical, 

mental, and emotional bondage. God of the enslaved, with glad minds we sing your praise: 

[Singing] For your mercies shall endure, ever faithful, ever sure. 

With unfailing love, you lead your people, God of Miriam and Moses, of Abigail and David, of 

Jeremiah and Esther. Through the wilderness, the sinfulness of everyday life, the pain of exile, 

and the courage of faith, you walk with us in mercy and grace. We pray your blessing on those 

who bear the weight of concern today (congregational concerns). God of each and all of us, with 

glad minds we sing your praise: 

[Singing] For your mercies shall endure, ever faithful, ever sure. 

Father of all mercies, mother of every goodness, you give food to all flesh, and your sure hand 

supplies our need. For the good bounty of the earth, for food and drink, for bread and wine, 

and for your promises that the hungry shall and must be fed, we thank you. God of the hungry 

and the hollow, the fed and the fortunate, with glad minds we sing your praise: 

[Singing] For your mercies shall endure, ever faithful, ever sure. 

God of the manger and the cross, in Jesus Christ you came to us that we might have life and 

have it abundantly. You fed multitudes and made breakfast for your disciples. You sat at tables 

with sinners and saints. You gave your body and blood as food and drink to all who would 

follow you. God, as we come to the table to which you invite us, with glad minds we sing your 

praise: 

[Singing] For your mercies shall endure, ever faithful, ever sure. 

Living spirit, bread of life, be present at this table and in these elements. Grant that the bread we 

break and the cup we share might fill and sustain us for your work. Unite us in faith and 

purpose, that we might be strengthened as your body in this world. Hear us and bless us, as 

with glad minds and joyful hearts, we join our voices in the prayer our Savior taught us:  

 

 



 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
 

PRAYER FOLLOWING COMMUNION (unison) 
O amazing God, you come into our ordinary lives 

and set a holy table among us,  

filling our plates with the bread of life 

and our cups with salvation.  

Send us out, O God, with tenderheartedness  

to touch an ordinary, everyday world  

with the promise of your holiness. Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 

 
* HYMN 464                                                         Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                                              HYMN TO JOY 

Blue hymnal 
 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER                                                                                                                Deborah Kapp 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                              Danish Amen 

 
 

SENDING MUSIC                        Fugue in G minor                                                                                    J. S. BACH 

 



 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 

  
PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins near the Sanctuary exits. 

 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship. 
 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, 

BIBLES AND HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these 

items and return the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be 

returned to the table behind the middle pews.  
 

HOSPITALITY IN WORSHIP: HELP WANTED! - It takes many hands and hearts to make our worship 

pleasing in the sight of God. We are grateful to our Worship and Music leaders and to those who 

provide Hospitality through various ministries.  This week we thank Communion coordinators 

Bonnie Mize and Karin Pietrini and all the Communion servers; Lead Usher Robert Larson; Greeters: 

Cynthia Collazo, Joanne Despotes, Clara Kearley and Dale Sorenson; Sanctuary Guild members 

Cindy Palombi and Nina Roher.  We ask forgiveness for any omissions.    
 

If you think one or more of these Hospitality Ministries would be a fit for you, please contact Joanne 

Despotes at jdespotes@gmail.com or 708-209-1377.    
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EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 

DINNER AND A MOVIE - Join the First United family as we watch “Victoria and Abdul,” the 

extraordinary true story of a friendship between Queen Victoria (Judi Dench) and a young Indian 

clerk. Friday, September 14, dinner at 6 p.m. ($5 donation requested). Bring food to share if desired. 

Movie at 6:30 p.m. (free). Reserve with Nancy Pennington (708-386-9195) or on the sign-up sheet on 

the lounge desk. 
 

CLUSTER TUTORING NEEDS YOU! Why not make this the year to become a tutor? No expertise or 

teaching experience required, just a desire to help a young person learn. Tutors meet weekly for one-

to-one learning with students from Chicago's Austin neighborhood. Information sessions for new 

tutors are 6:30 p.m. September 11 and September 13 at First United. Questions? Email 

info@clustertutoring.org or call 773-378-5530. 

 

HOUSE-TO-HOME KITS Our goal is five kits that help Housing Forward relocate five homeless 

families into permanent housing. Pick up a list of needed items at sanctuary entrances or at the 

SignUp Genius link at  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0e48a9ae2ba3f58-housing. Bring items 

to church by October 14. Questions? Contact Charlie Morris, (cmorris91120@gmail.com) or Ann 

Armstrong (geneann1113@yahoo.com). 

 

MIDDLE EAST TASK FORCE meets to share concerns - Mary Mikhael will update us on conditions in 

Syria and Lebanon on Sunday, September 16. All are welcome! Contact Pauline Coffman at 

p.coffman@sbcglobal.net. Potluck begins gathering at 5:30 p.m. in the First United Lounge. 
 

WE’RE ALL EARS! The Lead Pastor Nominating Committee wants to hear from you. Give us your 

advice and share your hopes, wishes and concerns as we search for the ideal person to become our 

next Lead Pastor. Speak or send a message to Caitlin Zinsser, Marteki Reed, Adam Raducha, Rick 

Pollock, Melanie Jakupovic, Marsha Hubbuch, Gabe Chapman-Rienstra, Cathy Cerniglia or Rick 

Ashton. 
 

MIDPOINT WINE TASTING! Midpoint's first event of the new year!  Join us on Saturday, September 

22 at 7:30 p.m. at Susan Buchanan's house for a wine tasting contest. 1033 Clarence Ave. Please bring 

two bottles of identical wine—we will have a blind taste test, and the winner gets to take home all the 

second bottles (recommended price range of $5-$15)! Contact barbarametric@comcast.net with any 

questions or to get on the evite list.   
 

 

 

 

 



 
NEW MOMS 5K - Join the water Table - Have fun supporting New Moms by handing out water 

bottles and cheering on runners in the Austin P.O.W.E.R. 5k. September 22, 8-10:30 a.m. at New 

Moms, Inc., 5317 W Chicago Avenue in Chicago. Let’s carpool! Just let Janet Haisman know: 

jhaisman59@gmail.com  

 

INCLUSIVE COLLECTIVE GATHERING - Ever wonder what happened to Agape House, our campus 

ministry partner at UIC? It relaunched in August 2015 as the Inclusive Collective (IC) and has been 

growing since! Today, this faith community is made up of 60 college students and young adults from 

over 5 different universities. The IC's pastor, Rich Havard, will preach on September 23, and then 

Pauline Coffman will host a gathering in Centennial Hall directly after worship. Come to learn more 

about what God is up to in the IC and discover how you can be involved. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

GATHERING DAY WORSHIP THOUGHTS 

  



 

 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

• Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more information 

about the church and a gift to take home with you.    

• Sign the registration pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news and 

devotional! 

• Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship. 

• Contact Lydia Mulkey at 708.386.5215 or lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about 

Newcomers Gatherings and any additional questions.  

 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. We 

seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  

We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in 

membership & ministry. 
 

ABOUT WORSHIP - Worship is our time to praise and grow closer to God. Worship each week includes 

song, prayer, learning, silence and giving. If you have any questions about what we do, please ask a minister 

or a member. 
 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age-appropriate 

worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, quality childcare and 

quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just off the lounge). Accompanied by a parent, these 

children may leave after Time for Sharing. 

 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet is 

available in all areas of the building. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online at 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving.  

 

 

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving


 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 
9:30 am Technology Help Desk 

9:00 am Donuts with Deacons 

9:30 am  Education for All 

11:00 am Gathering Day Worship 

12:00 pm Gathering Day Root Beer Floats 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 
7:00 pm SOPRF rehearsal 

7:00 pm  FUNS Parent Open House 

7:00 pm Worship, Music and Arts meeting 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 
4:00 pm Pro Musica Youth Chorus 

6:30 pm PNC Meeting 

6:30 pm  Cluster Tutoring: New Volunteers 

7:00 pm Finance Committee meeting 

7:00 pm    Newcomers Committee meeting 

7:30 pm AA Meeting (open) 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 

3:30 pm Food Pantry Distribution 

7:00 pm So You Want to Talk About Race? 

7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 

8:00 pm  AA Meeting (closed) 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 
8:15 am Mission Partner meeting 

6:30 pm Cluster tutoring: New Volunteers 

7:00 pm City Voices Auditions 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 
5:30 pm Dinner and a Movie 

6:00 pm Troop 16 meeting 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
8:00 am Third Saturday Book Group 

3:00 pm Nursery School Carnival 

7:30 pm Quest Kick-Off Lock-In 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
9:30 am  Technology Help Desk 

9:00 am Quest Orientation 

9:30 am Education for All 

12:00 pm Centennial Picnic and Carnival 

5:30 pm Middle East Task Force 

6:30 pm SOPRF rhearsal

 

 

  



 
CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM  

708.386.5215   
  

Gene Armstrong, Council Moderator                                                           geneann1113@yahoo.com 

Barbara Metric, Council Clerk                                                                         barbarametric@comcast.net 

Deborah Kapp, Interim Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                           dkapp@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Lydia Mulkey, Associate Pastor of Education (ext. 103)                       lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Alicia Reese, Pastoral Assoc., Youth & Cong. Care (ext. 104)                   areese@firstunitedoakpark.com  

William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                     bill@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                         msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Amanda Swanson, Manager of Operations (ext. 102)                      aswanson@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Dennis Cobb, Administrative Assistant (ext. 100)                                   dcobb@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Maureen Wheeler, Financial Consultant (ext. 106)                           mwheeler@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Keith Liesse, Manager of Building and Grounds                                    kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com  

First United Church Nursery School                                      708-848-4910, www.firstunitedschool.com  

Housing Forward                                                                          708-338-1724, www.housingforward.org  

Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                             708-386-1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org  

The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                      susanzaruba@gmail.com  

Cluster Tutoring                                                                               773-378-5530, www.clustertutoring.org  

Pro Musica Youth Chorus                                                708-406-9597, www.promusicayouthchorus.org  

Samaritan Counseling Center                                            847-446-6955, www.northshoresamaritan.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.promusicayouthchorus.org/

