
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
An open community united in love and justice 

 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

OF OAK PARK  

9 DECEMBER 2018 
2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 



 

 

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

"Shalom is communal, holistic, and tangible. There is no private or partial shalom. 

The whole community must have shalom or no one has shalom. 

As long as there are hungry people in a community that is well fed, there can be no shalom. . . . 

Shalom is not for the many, while a few suffer; nor is it for the few while many suffer. 

It must be available for everyone."  
 

— Randy S. Woodley 
 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 
 

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                 Savior of the Nations, Come (two settings)                                      J. S. Bach 

 

WELCOME                          Please sign and pass the black Connections pad.                  Deborah Kapp 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

                 

*OPENING SONG                                   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, v. 7                                      VENI EMMANUEL 

 

 

 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/15096273.Randy_S_Woodley


 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

THE ADVENT WREATH                                                                                                    The Reed Family 

We light this candle of peace, reflecting on the proclamation of John the Baptist more than 2000 

years ago and working to spread the good news today.  

May we kindle God’s light together as we journey on the road back to Bethlehem.  

We light this candle of peace, working toward and crying out for a world where everyone’s 

basic needs are met. 

May we kindle God’s light together as we journey on the road back to Bethlehem.  

We light this candle of peace, smoothing the rough ways and making paths in order to end 

discrimination and persecution.  

May we kindle God’s light together as we journey on the road back to Bethlehem.  

We light this candle of peace, awaiting the arrival of Jesus Christ, light of the world. There is 

darkness everywhere. Be the light.  

May we kindle God’s light together as we journey on the road back to Bethlehem.  
 

The two candles of Hope and Peace are lit. 

 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 

 
 

Let us pray together.  

Good and gracious God, help us take one step closer to you, toward the joy of unity with 

you. In this candle light, show us that the power of peace silences fear and violence. Take 

this light, small but mighty, and magnify it within us until our peace shines throughout our 

church, our community, our nations and our world. Amen. 

 

*HYMN 107                          Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn                         REJOICE, REJOICE 
Black hymnal 

 

CALL TO PRAYER                                                                                                                                                                              Alicia Reese 
Hear the words of Isaiah the prophet:  

“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,  

and cry to them that their warfare is ended and their iniquity is pardoned.”  

With trust in God’s tender mercy, let us lift our voices in song and confession. 

                                      



SUNG PRAYER                                  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear                                                           CAROL 
Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long;  

beneath the heavenly hymn have rolled two thousand years of wrong;  

and we at war on earth hear not the tidings that they bring;  

O, hush the noise and cease the strife to hear the angels sing. 
 

SILENCE IS KEPT. 
 

SUNG ASSURANCE  
And you, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low,  

who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow,  

look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing:  

O, rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing. 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and, on earth, peace and goodwill to all.  

 

TIME FOR SHARING         

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 

SONG OF ILLUMINATION                          
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                         Malachi 3:1-4, OT p. 889 

Luke 3:1-6, NT p. 60 
  

SERMON                   You’re So Vain, You Probably Think This Scripture Is About You              Lydia Mulkey 

 

 

 



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*HYMN  345                                                Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                                                 PICARDY 
Black hymnal              
    

PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

 

OFFERTORY                                                   On Jordan’s Bank                                             Michael Connolly 

 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Christ, all people here below.  

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.    

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                           Deborah Kapp 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER                                                                                                                     
 

*HYMN 120                                      There’s a Voice in the Wilderness                                             ASCENSION 

Black hymnal 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                                                                     Lydia Mulkey 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE  
 

 SENDING MUSIC                      Savior of the Nations, Come                                                                        J.S. Bach 

 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 

 

SECOND SUNDAY SUNDAES – Join the 8th Grade Church School Class in the Lounge following 

worship for ice cream and toppings! 
 



MEMBERS OF THE PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE will sit in the lounge during today’s Second 

Sunday Sundaes. Grab your sundae, then come and chat with us if you have any questions or 

feedback around the search process! 
 

FUSH COOKIE BAKE!  Pick up your cookie order! If you forgot to order, never fear! Check with us 

about buying the extras. 
 

PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins near the Sanctuary exits. 
 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship. 
 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, 

BIBLES AND HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these 

items and return the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be 

returned to the table behind the middle pews.  
 

HOSPITALITY IN WORSHIP – Help Wanted! It takes many hands and hearts to make our worship 

pleasing in the sight of God.  We are grateful to our Worship and Music leaders and to those who 

provide hospitality through various ministries. This week we thank Greeters: Cynthia Collazo, 

Christine Davis, Clara Kearley, and Doug Thurman; Lead Usher: Carl Nauert; Sanctuary Guild 

members: Cindy Palombi and Nina Roher; and the 8th Grade Church School Acolytes.  We ask 

forgiveness for any omissions. If you think one or more of these Hospitality Ministries might be a fit 

for you, please contact Joanne Despotes at jdespotes@gmail.com or 708-209-1377.   
 

EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 

LAST CHANCE TO ATTEND SING WE JOYOUS! Today at 4:00. See for yourself what everyone was 

saying about last night’s concert. It’s the twelfth annual celebration of the season, done in the way 

only Music At First can come up with. Adults $25, students 18 and under free. It would be your bad 

luck to miss it! 
 

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP – There are many for whom the holiday season is not as joyous as it is 

for others. Our Blue Christmas healing service will be a time for prayer, reflection, silence, and maybe 

some singing. Join us on Thursday, December 13 at 7 p.m. in the Chapel. Take care of yourself this 

holiday season. 
 

BELOVED COMMUNITY: MANY GIFTS, ONE SPIRIT - Women of the Church! Please make sure your 

calendars are marked for the 35th Annual Women's Retreat, February 1-3, 2019. Retreat brochures 

with registration information are in the pews and at the Elder Desk. More details to come via email 

so watch for that! Contact Beth Mrkvicka, Mary Anne Loafman, Ruth McBeth, Julie O'Shea, Kathryn 

Heavey or Judy Bradeen with questions or for more information. 
 

VIGIL FOR VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE – December 13, 7 p.m. First United with Congregations 

Committed to Peace are participating in a vigil honoring all the victims of gun violence. This year the 

event is hosted by Oak Park Temple B’Nai Abraham Zion, 1235 N. Harlem Ave, Oak Park. Join us to 

honor the work of the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, the organization specifically named by the 

shooter in Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life Synagogue. Please bring a small holiday gift or gift card, non-

perishable food item, or a financial donation (check made out to HIAS - Chicago). 



2018 POINSETTIAS. It’s not too late to order and dedicate 2018 poinsettias! Those who are 

honored will be acknowledged in the Christmas Eve worship bulletins. 
 

DINNER & A MOVIE – Friday, December 14: Love, Simon. Closeted gay teen Simon is mortified when 

his classmate Martin gets hold of Simon's intimate email to his online love. With the prospect of 

humiliation looming, Simon reluctantly agrees to help Martin get closer to Abby, Simon's female best 

friend. Dinner at 6 p.m. ($5 donation); movie at 6:30 p.m. (free). Call Cynthia Collazo at 708-383-9228 

or sign up in the Lounge. 

 

 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

• Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more information 

about the church.    

• Sign the registration pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news and 

devotional! 

• Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship. 

• Contact Lydia Mulkey at 708.386.5215 or lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about 

Newcomers Gatherings and any additional questions.  
 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. We 

seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  

We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in 

membership & ministry. 
 

ABOUT WORSHIP - Worship is our time to praise and grow closer to God. Worship each week includes 

song, prayer, learning, silence and giving. If you have any questions about what we do, please ask a minister 

or a member. 
 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age-appropriate 

worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, quality childcare and 

quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just off the lounge). Accompanied by a parent, these 

children may leave after Time for Sharing. 
 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet is 

available in all areas of the building. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online at 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving.  

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving


WEEKLY CALENDAR

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 
9:00 am Alternative Christmas Store 
9:30 am Church School for all ages 
9:30 am Technology Help Desk 
11:00 am Worship 
12:00 pm Second Sunday Sundaes 
12:15 pm Chat with the PNC 
4:00 pm Sing We Joyous Concert 
6:00 pm FUJI and FUSH 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 10 
6:00 pm PADS Emergency Shelter 
6:00 pm Monday Bible Study 
7:00 pm Worship, Music & Arts meeting 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11 
3:00 pm Holiday Bazaar 
7:00 pm Finance Committee meeting 
7:00 pm Newcomers Committee meeting 
7:00 pm PNC meeting 
7:00 pm Youth Committee meeting

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12 
9:00 am FUNS Board meering 
11:00 am Wednesday Small Group 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13 
6:30 pm Cluster Tutoring 
7:00 pm Blue Christmas Worship 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14 
5:30 pm Dinner & A Movie 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15 
8:00 am Third Saturday Book Group 
10:30 am Spiritual Life Team #1 
6:00 pm PADS Emergency Shelter 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 
9:00 am Alternative Christmas Store 
9:30 am Church School for all ages 
9:30 am Technology Help Desk 
11:00 am Worship 
12:00 pm Lydia’s Installation Celebration 
5:00 pm FUJI Christmas Party 
5:00 pm FUSH Formal – Christmas 
 Celebration 

 
CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM  
708.386.5215   
 
Gene Armstrong, Council Moderator                                                           geneann1113@yahoo.com 
Barbara Metric, Council Clerk                                                                         barbarametric@comcast.net 
Deborah Kapp, Interim Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                           dkapp@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Lydia Mulkey, Associate Pastor of Education (ext. 103)                       lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Alicia Reese, Pastoral Assoc., Youth & Cong. Care (ext. 104)                   areese@firstunitedoakpark.com  
William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                     bill@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                         msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Amanda Swanson, Manager of Operations (ext. 102)                      aswanson@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Dennis Cobb, Administrative Assistant (ext. 100)                                   dcobb@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Maureen Wheeler, Financial Consultant (ext. 106)                           mwheeler@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Suzi Benes, Financial Assistant (ext. 109)                                                 sbenes@firstunitedoakpark.com 
Keith Liesse, Manager of Building and Grounds (ext. 110)                   kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com  
First United Church Nursery School                                      708-848-4910, www.firstunitedschool.com  
Housing Forward                                                                          708-338-1724, www.housingforward.org  
Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                             708-386-1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org  
The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                      susanzaruba@gmail.com  
Cluster Tutoring                                                                               773-378-5530, www.clustertutoring.org  
Pro Musica Youth Chorus                                                708-406-9597, www.promusicayouthchorus.org  
Samaritan Counseling Center                                            847-446-6955, www.northshoresamaritan.org  

 

  

http://www.promusicayouthchorus.org/

