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Taizé Community in Taizé, Saône-et-Loire, Burgundy, France 

 
 

 

 

 

 
An open community united in love and justice 

 

 



 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

“Prayer is not only at the heart of the Christian life, 

it is also at the heart of a lot of Christian frustration, 

misunderstanding, and even pain.” 

- David Lose 

 
 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                                Medley of Taizé Chants   

 

WELCOME                       Please sign and pass the black Connections pad.                      Lydia Mulkey 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

                 

*OPENING SONG                                    Sing, Praise and Bless the Lord          
 

 
 

 



 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   

Lord you have been our refuge  

from one generation to another. 

Before the mountains were brought forth,  

or the land and the sea were born,  

from age to age you are God. 

Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning,  

so we shall rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us, 

and prosper the work of our hands.          

Let us worship God.                                                     

 

*HYMN 276                                                              Great is Thy Faithfulness                                                      FAITHFULNESS 
Blue hymnal                      
   

CALL TO PRAYER                                                                                                      Deborah Kapp 

Jesus said: “Ask and it will be given to you;  

seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 

For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, 

and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 

 

Friends in Christ, God knows our needs before we ask, 

And in our asking, prepares us to receive the gift of grace. 

With trust in God, let us pray. 

 

PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS    
Let us open ourselves to God’s healing presence,  

seeking peace with God and reconciliation with our neighbors.     

Let us be mindful not only of personal evil,  

but also of our communal sins of family, class, race, and nation.  

Let us confess to God whatever has wounded us or brought injury to others, 

that we may receive mercy and become for each other ministers of God’s grace.           
 

SILENCE IS KEPT. 

 

ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. 

I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven and made whole. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

 



 

TIME FOR SHARING                                                   Bless the Lord                                                      Alicia Reese 
(please sing while the children are coming forward)  

 
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 

SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                  With You, O Lord 

 



 

SCRIPTURE READING                            Luke 11:1-13, NT p. 72                                              Deborah Kapp 
  

SERMON                                                         Hospitable Prayer 

 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*HYMN 338                                                                    Kum Ba Yah                                               AFRICAN-AMERICAN SPIRITUAL 
Blue hymnal 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OFFERING    Nursery School Tuition Assistance Fund 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                                                         Alicia Reese    
 

OFFERTORY                                                   Lord Jesus Christ 

 

 

 
 



 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                                       Lydia Mulkey 
Gracious God, in Jesus Christ you taught us to pray,  
and you assured us that when we asked, sought, and knocked on the door, you would respond.  
Hear us, as we lift our hearts in prayer. 
 

For our families and friends, that they may be kept in health and happiness, 
Loving God, hear our prayer. 
For any who suffer, and for all who are in trouble, that you would comfort them, 
Loving God, hear our prayer. 
For those recovering from accidents or illness, that they may recover wholeness, 
Loving God, hear our prayer. 
For situations of violence and instability, that people will know peace, 
Loving God, hear our prayer. 
For our nation and its leaders: for wise decisions, discerning judgment, 

and compassionate action, 
Loving God, hear our prayer. 
For concerns that trouble our hearts. . .  
For all who have cared for us, protected us, and guided us in integrity, 
We bless you, God of compassion. 
For everything that makes life fair and beautiful, for our world, the love of children,  
the kindness of friends, the stimulation of books and music,  
for all the goodness that comes from you, 
We bless you, God of compassion. 
For joys that fill our hearts to overflowing. . .  
God, be merciful to us and bless us, 
Cause your face to shine upon us, and grant us peace. 

 
 

PREPARATION FOR SILENT MEDITATION    In God Alone My Soul 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

SILENT MEDITATION (10 minutes) 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                                           Lydia Mulkey 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 

SONG                                                                   Jesus, Remember Me 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER                                                                                                                    Alicia Reese 
      

*CLOSING SONG                              In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful  

 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE       In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful (see music above) 

                                    

SENDING MUSIC                    Tone Piece Op. 22, No. 1                                            Niels W. Gade 

 

 

 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 

Cantor: Adriana Kopecka 

Instrumentalists: Susan Buchanan and Jane Vacon, violins 

      Pam Wiese, recorder 

      Marilee Castanada and Joe Guevara, flutes 

      Louise Olivo-Kier, oboe 
      Jim Robinson, clarinet 

      Melinda Robinson, horn 

      Julie O’Shea, cello 

      Michael Surratt, organ and piano 

 



 

FOURTH SUNDAY OFFERING - The First United Church Nursery School program supports the 

development of young children through an early educational experience based on play. Our 

congregation has supported this exemplary program for many years, and all non-pledge donations 

to the Fourth Sunday offering on July 28 will go toward the First United Nursery School Tuition 

Assistance Fund to make the school affordable for those families who need financial aid. 
 

PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins near the Sanctuary exits. 
 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship. 
 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, 

BIBLES AND HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these 

items and return the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be 

returned to the table behind the middle pews.  
 

HOSPITALITY IN WORSHIP - It takes many hands and hearts to make our worship pleasing in the 

sight of God.  We are grateful to our Worship and Music leaders and to those who provide Hospitality 

through various ministries. This week we thank Greeters: Vicky Lekovish, Dave Marshall, Hyejong 

(Joy) Marshall and Jim Wisuri; Lead Usher: Susan Buchanan and the on-call ushers; Sanctuary Guild 

members: Cindy Palombi and Nina Roher and the Sound Board crew. We ask forgiveness for any 

omissions. If you think one or more of these Hospitality Ministries might be a fit for you, please 

contact Joanne Despotes atjdespotes@gmail.com or 708-209-1377.    

 

 

EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 

GYM ROOF REPLACEMENT – Due to its age and improper drainage, the gym roof has developed 

major leaks. As evidenced by the roped off section of the parking lot, it is currently in the process of 

being replaced. You can read more about it in last Thursday’s Eblast as well as in the August 

Messenger Bell that will be distributed this week. The work is scheduled to be finished before next 

Sunday, but you know what can happen to those kinds of schedules… 
 

MISSION CALENDAR – Check out the Mission Calendar on the First United website! You’ll find lots 

of information that will help you support First United mission as well as our Mission Partners. Go to 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/mission-calendar/ 
 

FIRST UNITED FAMILY CAMPING - August 8 – 12. Pitch a tent or camper. To do: Hike, Bike, Swim, 

relax, eat good food, make new friends. See Bulletin board in the lounge! Questions? Ask past 

participants: Omert/Honderich or Cerniglia Family. To learn more about the camp: http://il-

outdoorministries.org/tower-hill.html. Sign up in the church Lounge or tomert@comcast.net Cost 

is $7.00 per day per person. NO PETS.  

 



 

 

 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

• Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more information 

about the church.    

• Sign the registration pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news and 

devotional! 

• Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship. 

• Contact Lydia Mulkey at 708.386.5215 or lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about 

Newcomers Gatherings and any additional questions.  
 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. We 

seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  

We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in 

membership & ministry. 
 

ABOUT WORSHIP - Worship is our time to praise and grow closer to God. Worship each week includes 

song, prayer, learning, silence and giving. If you have any questions about what we do, please ask a minister 

or a member. 
 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age-appropriate 

worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, quality childcare and 

quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just off the lounge). Accompanied by a parent, these 

children may leave after Time for Sharing. 
 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet is 

available in all areas of the building. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online at 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving.  
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving


 
WEEKLY CALENDAR 

SUNDAY, JULY 28 

10:00 am Worship – Fourth Sunday 

Offering 

11:30 am Youth Ministry/FUSH Circle 

3:00 pm PFLAG 

MONDAY, JULY 29 

TUESDAY, JULY 30 

5:30 pm Cluster Summer Reading 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31 

3:30 pm Food Pantry Distribution

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1 

5:30 pm Cluster Summer Reading 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 2 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3 

9:00 am Food Pantry Distribution 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4 

10:00 am Worship with Communion 

11:30 am Youth Ministry/FUSH Circle 

 
CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM  

708.386.5215   

 

Gene Armstrong, Council Moderator                                                           geneann1113@yahoo.com 

Carl Nauert, Council Clerk                                                                                          chnauert@gmail.com 

Deborah Kapp, Interim Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                           dkapp@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Lydia Mulkey, Associate Pastor of Education (ext. 103)                       lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Alicia Reese, Pastoral Assoc., Youth & Cong. Care (ext. 104)                   areese@firstunitedoakpark.com  

William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                     bill@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                         msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Amanda Swanson, Manager of Operations (ext. 102)                      aswanson@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Dennis Cobb, Administrative Assistant (ext. 100)                                   dcobb@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Maureen Wheeler, Financial Consultant (ext. 106)                           mwheeler@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Suzi Benes, Financial Assistant (ext. 109)                                                 sbenes@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Keith Liesse, Manager of Building and Grounds (ext. 110)                   kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com  

First United Church Nursery School                                      708-848-4910, www.firstunitedschool.com  

Housing Forward                                                                          708-338-1724, www.housingforward.org  

Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                             708-386-1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org  

The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                      susanzaruba@gmail.com  

Cluster Tutoring                                                                               773-378-5530, www.clustertutoring.org  

Pro Musica Youth Chorus                                                708-406-9597, www.promusicayouthchorus.org  

 

 

 

 

http://www.promusicayouthchorus.org/


 

 
 

 

 


