
 

 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  

1 SEPTEMBER 2019 
 

 
 

An open community united in love and justice 

 



PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

“Any glimpse into the life of an animal quickens our own and makes it so much the larger and 

better in every way.” —John Muir 
 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 
 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                               

 

WELCOME       Please sign and pass the black Connections pad.        

 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

                 

*OPENING SONG                                               Come, All You People                                                        Zimbabwe 
 

 
 

 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                       Fiona Bell 
Creator God, we thank you for all the ways your creatures minister to us. 

For the fruits and vegetables we eat, we thank the bees, the butterflies, and bats that 

pollinated them. 

 



 

For the air we breathe, we thank the trees that cycled carbon dioxide into oxygen, as well as the 

birds and woodland creatures that carry and bury trees’ seeds to help them multiply and thrive. 

For the water we use to quench our thirst and wash our clothes, we thank the fish and other 

creatures for sharing it with us. 

For sounds that fill our days: buzzing, chirping, purring, barking, scurrying—we thank a 

diversity of creatures for reminding us that we are not alone. 

God of all creatures, we are grateful every day for your web of creation. Out of that gratitude 

flows our desire to cherish, protect, restore, and rightly share our common earthly home. 

Amen. 

 

*HYMN 31                                                   All Things Bright and Beautiful                                                ROYAL OAK 
Black hymnal     

 

Refrain:  

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful, our dear God made them all. 

 

Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings, 

God made their glowing colors, and made their tiny wings. 

 

Refrain 

 

The purple-headed mountain, the river running by,  

The sunset, and the morning that brightens up the sky. 

 

Refrain 

 

The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun, 

The ripe fruits in the garden, God made them every one. 

 

Refrain 
                   

CALL TO PRAYER                                                                                                       Caroline Raducha 
Let us join in asking God to return us to right relationship with creation. 
 

PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                   
God of All Being, too often we look at the universe as if it were a collection of objects instead 

of the miracle of your spirit incarnating. We do not recognize other creatures as wonders of 

your unfolding love, do not see the robin as our brother or the tiger as our sister. We have 

failed to honor air, earth, and water as aspects of your being. God, replace both our pride and 

our shame with true humility. Restore us to the astonishment of having a rightful place in 

the family of your cosmos. Amen. 
 

SILENCE IS KEPT. 
 



ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
The Spirit of Love created this world of breathtaking variety with intrinsic interdependence. 

Humans were created to be the living mirror of nature, reflective participants in this web of life. 

When we find our place in the community of God’s creation, we are restored to wholeness. For 

this mercy, we give thanks. Amen. 

 

TIME FOR SHARING                                                                                                                                             Lydia Mulkey 

Children are invited to come forward as we sing. 
                                                                            

                                                                          Stayed On Jesus                                   AFRICAN-AMERICAN SPIRITUAL 

 

 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 

SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                    Listen to the Word                                         Iona Community 

 

 



                    

SCRIPTURE READING                                  Luke 12:22-24                                                  Mitch Readling 

 

READING FROM CHRISTIAN HISTORY  

“Apprehend God in all things,  

for God is in all things.  

Every single creature is full of God,  

and is a book about God.  

Every creature is a word of God.  

If I spent enough time with the tiniest creature- 

even a caterpillar 

I would never have to prepare a sermon  

so full of God  

is every creature.”  

 -Meister Eckhart, a 13th century Christian mystic 
  

FIRST REFLECTION                                      Consider the Birds 

 

HYMN 32   verses 1 & 2                  God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale                                               ROEDER 
 

God of the Sparrow, God of the whale, God of the swirling stars 

How does the creature say Awe, How does the creature say Praise 
 

God of the earthquake, God of the storm, God of the trumpet blast 

How does the creature cry Woe, How does the creature say Thanks 
                                                   

SECOND REFLECTION                                Consider the Dogs 

 

HYMN 32   verses 3 & 4                God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale                                                 ROEDER 
 

God of the rainbow, God of the cross, God of the empty grave 

How does the creature say Grace, How does the creature say Thanks 

 

God of the hungry, God of the sick, God of the prodigal 

How does the creature say Care, How does the creature say Life 
 

FINAL REFLECTION                                   Consider the Cats 

 

HYMN 32   verses 5 & 6                God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale                                                 ROEDER 
 

God of the neighbor, God of the sick, God of the pruning hook 

How does the creature say Love, How does the creature say Peace 

 

God of the ages, God near at hand, God of the loving heart 

How do your children say Joy, How do your children say Home 



 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
 

LABOR IN THE PULPIT                                                            Ashley Dearborne on behalf of Arise Chicago 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                                         John Readling 

 

All life comes from you, O God, the air around us and our ability to breathe. Our financial well-

being and our ability to earn it. All life is a gift. Let us take our place in the circle, taking what 

we need with one hand, passing on what another needs with the other. Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY                                                 The Lone, Wild Bird                                                            PROSPECT 

The lone, wild bird in lofty flight Is still with Thee, nor leaves Thy sight. 

And I am Thine! I rest in Thee. Great spirit, come, and rest in me. 

The ends of the earth are in Thy hand, The sea’s dark deep and far-off land. 

And I am Thine! I rest in Thee. Great spirit, come, and rest in me. 
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                                  TALLIS’ CANON                                                       

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Christ, all people here below.  

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.    
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER    

      
 
 
 



 

*HYMN                                                        All God’s Critters                            Bill Staines and Janet Wheeler 

 

Refrain: 

All God's critters got a place in the choir 
Some sing low, some sing higher 
Some sing out loud on the telephone wire 
And some just clap their hands, or paws or anything they got now 

 

Well, listen to the bass, it's the one on the bottom 
Where the bullfrog croaks and the hippopotamus 
Moans and groans with a big to-do 
And the old cow just goes, “Moo” 
 

Well, the dogs and the cats they take up the middle 
The honeybee hums and the crickets fiddle 
The donkey brays and the pony neighs 
The old coyote howls 
 

Refrain 
 

Well, listen to the top where the little bird sings 
The melody with the high voice ringing 
The hoot owl hollers over everything 
And the jaybird disagrees 
 

Singing in the nighttime, singing in the day 
The little duck quacks and he's on his way 
The 'possum don't have much to say 
And the porcupine talks to herself 
 

Refrain 
 

Everybody here is a part of the plan 
We all get to play in the great critter band 
From the eagle in the sky to the whale in the sea 
It's one great symphony 
 

Refrain x2 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                                                                                       Alex Marshall 

Go in peace! Serving Christ and loving all creatures!  

We go in peace, serving Christ and loving our animal kin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                             The Peace of the Earth                    Guatemalan tune, arr. John Bell 
(soloist sings through, then all repeat) 

              
                

SENDING MUSIC                    
 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 

 
 

PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins near the Sanctuary exits. 
 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship. 

 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, 

BIBLES AND HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these 

items and return the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be 

returned to the table behind the middle pews.  
 

HOSPITALITY IN WORSHIP - It takes many hands and hearts to make our worship pleasing in the 

sight of God. We are grateful to our Worship and Music leaders and to those who provide Hospitality 

through various ministries. This week we thank Greeters: Cynthia Collazo, Marsha Hubbuch, Clara 

Kearley and Debby Preiser; Lead Usher: Bob Larson and the on-call ushers; Sanctuary Guild 

members: Cindy Palombi and Nina Roher; and the Sound Board crew including Pete Todd, Mark 

Breen, Ezra Broughton and Carl Nauert. We ask forgiveness for any omissions.  We need more people 

for this work! If you think one or more of these Hospitality Ministries might be a fit for you, please 

contact Joanne Despotes at jdespotes@gmail.com or 708-209-1377.   

 

EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 

GATHERING DAY IS NEXT SUNDAY! Join us for an Activity Fair, classes for birth-8th grade, worship, 

and root beer floats! Register children birth-8th grade at www.firstunitedoakpark.com ASAP. All 

classes will meet in the sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. with their parent/ guardian for a welcome and 

orientation. 

mailto:jdespotes@gmail.com
http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/


 

THE SANCTUARY CHOIR WILL BE BACK IN TWO WEEKS! Our adult choir is one of the main musical 

leaders of worship during the church year. This year, why don’t you join this group of friendly, fun, 

dedicated, and musical people? Rehearsals are on Wednesdays 7 - 8:30 p.m. in the choir room, starting 

September 4. Talk to a choir member (you probably know one already!) for more info or contact Bill 

Chin at bill@firstunitedoakpark.com. 

 

FUSH TASK FORCE ANONYMOUS SURVEY! Today is the last day to complete the survey. If you 

have not already, please fill it out online or find a hard copy on the Elder Desk in the church lounge. 

We appreciate you taking time to share your valuable input so that we can provide the best youth 

group to our kids! bit.ly/FUSHSurvey 

 

FUSH TASK FORCE FOCUS GROUP - The task force continues their work of evaluating and making 

recommendations! As a part of their process, they will be hosting a focus group of which the goal of 

and for all participants will be listening. They would like the focus group to include both youth and 

adults. Anyone, parent, non-parent, advisor, any congregation member, active youth, inactive youth, 

are encouraged to submit their name for a focus group! It will take place Sunday, September 8 from 

4:50 to 5:50 pm in the chapel. To sign up, please email Dennis Cobb dcobb@firstunitedoakpark.com 

or call the office to have your name added to a roster. You will receive a confirmation email about 

whether or not you will be in the focus group, as spots are limited. 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH YOUTH GROUPS REGISTRATION - If you have a youth in grades 7-12 

and are interested in their coming to youth group, please follow the link below to register them! 

bit.ly/YouthGroupRegistration 

 

YOUTH GROUPS KICK-OFF happens Sunday September 8 from 6 - 8 p.m. with food and fellowship 

for all youth! Please contact Alicia Reese with any questions or concerns.  

 

ACTIVITIES FAIR! In addition to the programs and activities you've heard about, there's lots of 

interesting work behind the scenes to support our programs and our mission in this place. Please 

come to the Activities Fair before or after church on September 8, Gathering Day, to learn more about 

what we are doing and to thank committees for all their good work! 

 

NEWCOMERS CLASS will meet Sundays at 9:30 a.m. from October 6-27. New to First United? 

Interested in learning more about us? Participants in the class have the option to join the church on 

October 27 during worship. You are welcome to take the class whether you feel ready to join, or just 

ready to learn more. RSVP to Lydia at lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com.  

 

DO YOU HAVE A NAMETAG? Please check to see if you have a nametag on the nametag rack in the 

lounge.  If not, please request one on the clipboard on the lounge desk.  It would be great if everyone 

had a nametag and wore it while our new lead pastor if getting to know us! 

 

mailto:bill@firstunitedoakpark.com
bit.ly/FUSHSurvey
mailto:dcobb@firstunitedoakpark.com
bit.ly/YouthGroupRegistration
mailto:lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com


PRO MUSICA YOUTH CHORUS is an independent chorus of kids who love to sing with their friends. 

They rehearse at First United Tuesdays or Wednesdays during the school year in Oak Park. 

This season they will go on a weekend retreat, have an Open Mic Night, perform a Broadway Cafe, 

sing at the Nutcracker with the Joffrey Ballet, and sing with the Symphony of OPRF at Orchestra 

Hall! Just call 708-406-9597, or e-mail pmyouthchorus@gmail.com and they will get you started. 

 

CLUSTER TUTORING NEEDS YOU! Why not try tutoring this fall? Cluster provides one-to-one 

tutoring for more than 100 students from Chicago's Austin neighborhood. Volunteer tutors work with 

students for 90 minutes weekly, September through mid-May. Come to an information session for 

new tutors at 6:30 p.m. at First United on Tuesday, Sept. 10, or Thursday, Sept. 12. Questions? Call 

773-378-5530 or email clustertutoring@clustertutoring.org. 

 

DINNER & A MOVIE! Friday, September 13: Spotlight. Revealing a string of cover-ups stretching 

back decades, a team of Boston Globe reporters exposes the Catholic Archdiocese's history of keeping 

reports about child molestation and other priest-initiated abuse under wraps. Dinner at 5:55 p.m. ($5 

donation); Movie at 6:25 p.m. (free). Sign up in lounge or call Cynthia Colazzo, 708-383-9228. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: The First United Office will be closed tomorrow, September 2, in observance of Labor 

Day. Also, we will return to the fall program schedule next week, September 8, and Worship will 

begin at 11 a.m. 

 

 

 
 

mailto:clustertutoring@clustertutoring.org


 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

• Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more information 

about the church.    

• Sign the registration pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news and 

devotional! 

• Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship. 

• Contact Lydia Mulkey at 708.386.5215 or lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about 

Newcomers Gatherings and any additional questions.  
 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. We 

seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  

We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in 

membership & ministry. 
 

ABOUT WORSHIP - Worship is our time to praise and grow closer to God. Worship each week includes 

song, prayer, learning, silence and giving. If you have any questions about what we do, please ask a minister 

or a member. 
 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age-appropriate 

worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, quality childcare and 

quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just off the lounge). Accompanied by a parent, these 

children may leave after Time for Sharing. 
 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet is 

available in all areas of the building. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online at 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving.  
 

 

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving


 
WEEKLY CALENDAR 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 

10:00 am Worship with Blessing of Animals 

11:30 am Youth Ministry/FUSH Circle 

6:30 pm PADS Summer Shelter 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 

Labor Day Holiday – Church Offices Closed 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 

4:00 pm Pro Musica Youth Chorus 

5:30 pm Communications Committee  

7:00 pm Children’s Ministry meeting 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 

4:45 pm Pro Musica Youth Chorus 

6:30 pm Beyond Hunger 

 Food Pantry Distribution 

6:45 pm Deacon Meeting 

7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

6:30 pm Cluster Tutoring New Students 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

9:00 am Beyond Hunger 

 Food Pantry Distribution 

6:30 pm PADS Summer Shelter 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 

9:00 am Activities Fair 

9:30 am Church School 

11:00 am Worship with Communion 

4:50 pm Future FUSH Focus Group 

 

 
CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM  

708.386.5215   

 

Gene Armstrong, Council Moderator                                                           geneann1113@yahoo.com 

Carl Nauert, Council Clerk                                                                                          chnauert@gmail.com 

John Edgerton, Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                                    jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Lydia Mulkey, Associate Pastor of Education (ext. 103)                       lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Alicia Reese, Pastoral Assoc., Youth & Cong. Care (ext. 104)                   areese@firstunitedoakpark.com  

William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                     bill@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                         msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Amanda Swanson, Manager of Operations (ext. 102)                      aswanson@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Dennis Cobb, Administrative Assistant (ext. 100)                                   dcobb@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Maureen Wheeler, Financial Consultant (ext. 106)                           mwheeler@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Suzi Benes, Financial Assistant (ext. 109)                                                 sbenes@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Keith Liesse, Manager of Building and Grounds (ext. 110)                   kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com  

First United Church Nursery School                                      708-848-4910, www.firstunitedschool.com  

Housing Forward                                                                          708-338-1724, www.housingforward.org  

Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                             708-386-1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org  

The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                      susanzaruba@gmail.com  

Cluster Tutoring                                                                               773-378-5530, www.clustertutoring.org  

Pro Musica Youth Chorus                                                708-406-9597, www.promusicayouthchorus.org  

 

http://www.promusicayouthchorus.org/

