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An open community united in love and justice 

 

 

 

 



 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

Each looked for an easier triumph, and a result less fundamental and astounding. Both read the 

same Bible, and pray to the same God; and each invokes [God’s] aid against the other. It may seem 

strange that [anyone] should dare ask a just God's assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat 

of other people’s faces; but let us judge not that we be not judged. The prayers of both could not be 

answered; that of neither has been answered fully. The Almighty has [Her] own purposes. 

-Abraham Lincoln, Second Inaugural Address, adapted 

 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 
 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                                   Canzona in D minor                                                       J. S. Bach 

 

WELCOME                        Please sign and pass the black Connections pad.        

 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

                 

*OPENING SONG                                           God Welcomes All                                                              THEMBA AMEN 

 
 

 

 



                                                
 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                               Lydia Mulkey 

We will know Christ when He returns. 

We will know Him right on sight. 

It won’t be by any din of drums, 

It won’t be by any crown or lofty airs. 

We will know Christ by the peace in our hearts. 

We will know Christ by the peace between all people. 

A peace we have never known. 

Yet, a peace that is always inside us. 

 

*HYMN 583                                               Like A Mother Who Has Borne Us                                                   AUSTIN 
Black hymnal                      
   

CALL TO PRAYER                                                                                                      Jackson Hickok- Fletcher 

Today’s prayer honors that our 7th and 8th graders have participated in the Our Whole Lives: Sexuality and 

Our Faith program this weekend. Beginning Saturday morning and concluding now with worship, they 

learned that God has created each of us, including our sacred sexuality. 

 

As the body is clothed in cloth 
And the muscles in the skin 
And the bones in the muscles 
And the heart in the chest, 
So are we, body and soul, 
Clothed in the goodness of God.  

 

Yet, too often we turn away from this goodness that is in our very being. Trusting in God’s 

faithfulness, compassion, and constant presence within and among us, let us pray for wholeness. 

 

PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                                                                         Lorenza Foster- Simbulan 

Creating God, you knit together our bodies. 

Bodies created in love and meant to be loved. 

Black bodies 

Brown bodies 

White bodies 

Trans bodies 

Queer bodies 

Cisgender bodies 

 

 



 

Straight bodies 

All created in love and meant to be loved. 

And yet, we confess we have upheld these lies: 

The lie that black bodies are deficient 

The lie that brown bodies are illegal 

The lie that white bodies are superior 

The lie that trans bodies are fundamentally flawed 

The lie that queer bodies are over-sexualized 

The lie that only cisgender bodies are natural 

The lie that only straight bodies are normal 

We have borne these lies from our thoughts, passed them on to our children, sputtered them 

from our mouths, spat them at our neighbors. 

We have turned them in upon ourselves and out against one another. 

Like poison, they consume us, so the truth that we are your beloved children is lost. 

Forgive us, O God, for believing these lies, for internalizing them, and for upholding systems 

which reinforce them. 

Forgive us for forgetting this truth: that our bodies were created in love and that we are your 

beloved children. 

 

SILENCE IS KEPT. 

 

ASSURANCE OF LOVE                                                                                                                       Jackson Hickok- Fletcher 
Beloveds, do not believe the lies. Instead, hear the truth. 

We have been created in love and we are loved just as we are. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SUNG RESPONSE  Children are invited to come forward as we sing. 

                                                                                    Alleluia                                                                Jerry Sinclair 

 
 

 

TIME FOR SHARING                                                                                                                                                  Alicia Reese 

 

 



THE BAPTISM OF WILLIAM AND SYDNEY COTTINGHAM                                                   Lydia Mulkey 
Pastor: Members and friends in Christ, we gather now to celebrate the gift of grace in the 

sacrament of baptism for William and Sydney, who are here with their parents Erin and Steve 

Cottingham and their godparents, Susan Neal and Marc Cottingham. 
Council Member: On behalf of the Church Council, I present William George Cottingham and 

Sydney Marie Cottingham to receive the sacrament of Baptism. 
  

QUESTIONS TO THE FAMILY AND COMMUNITY 
Pastor: Do you desire to have your children baptized into the faith and family of Jesus Christ?  
Parents: We do.  
Pastor: Relying on God’s grace, do you promise to live the Christian faith, and to teach this faith 

to your children?  
Parents: We do.  
Pastor: Do you promise, with the help of God, to be followers of God, to resist oppression and 

evil, to show love and justice, and to witness to the work and word of the Holy as best you are 

able?  
Parents and Godparents: We do, with the help of God.  
Council Member: Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations, and to offer them the gift 

of grace in baptism. Do you who witness and celebrate this sacrament promise your love, 

support and care to the ones about to be baptized, as they live and grow in Christ? If so, please 

join me in the congregational covenant:  
In this act of surpassing grace, we witness the power of God. In baptism, we become newly 

aware of God’s abundant love and mercy. God calls each of us wherever we are, whoever we 

are, to share in the joy of God’s presence in a community of faith. As people who strive to 

follow Jesus Christ more closely each day, we welcome you, William and Sydney, to our 

common journey. Trusting God, we offer you our support and care.  
  

THE BAPTISMAL CANDLE IS LIT 
God of new life and of old, of our going out and our coming in, we present to you these 

children and ask that they be always yours. Today is the day they receive their light, their 

unique flame, their call. May this light guide their journey their whole life long. Amen. 
  

BLESSING THE WATERS                                                                                  The Children of First United 
  

BAPTISM 
  

WELCOME  
Council Member: William and Sydney have been received into the church through baptism. God 

has made them members of the household of God. Let us welcome our newest siblings in 

Christ.  
With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome you into Christ’s church to share with us in 

ministry, for we are all one in Christ. 
  

PRESENTATION 

 



 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 

SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                Let It Breathe on Me                                           Magnolia Lewis-Butts 

 
                    

SCRIPTURE READING                        Deuteronomy 5:6-21, OT p. 162 
  

SERMON                                                          That’s Just How it Is                                              John Edgerton 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*HYMN  575                                                                    O for a World                                                                AZMON 
Black hymnal 

                   

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                                                         Alicia Reese 
 

OFFERTORY                                            As Truly as God Is Our Father                                  William Mathias 
As truly as God is our Father, so just as truly is he our Mother. 

In our Father, God Almighty, we have our being; in our merciful Mother we are remade and 

restored. 

Our fragmented lives are knit together. 

And by giving and yielding ourselves, through grace, to the Holy Spirit we are made whole. 
  

It is I, the strength and goodness of Fatherhood.  

It is I, the wisdom of Motherhood. 

It is I, the light and grace of holy love. 

It is I, the Trinity, it is I, the unity. 

I am the sovereign goodness in all things. 

It is I who teach you to love. It is I who teach you to desire. 

It is I who am the reward of all true desiring.  

All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well. Amen. 

 —Julian of Norwich (b. 1342) 



 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                              OLD HUNDREDTH                                                       

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Christ, all people here below.  

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;                      

Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.    
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                          Lydia Mulkey 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 

 

PLANNED GIVING TESTIMONY                                                                                                                Sara Faust 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER                                                                                                                 John Edgerton 

      

*HYMN 573                                              Lead on Eternal Sovereign                                                  LANCASHIRE 

Black hymnal 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                            Danish Amen 

 

 

SENDING MUSIC                                                          Jig Fugue                                                  Dietrich Buxtehude

     
 

 

 



 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 

 

COVER ART - "Eons of Exodus" Seder plate, 2008. Harriete Estel Berman, image courtesy of the 

Minneapolis Institute of Art. 

 

FOLLOWING WORSHIP, John Edgerton will share some thoughts and pictures concerning his recent 

Act of Christian Witness in Tucson, AZ. We will be gathering in Centennial Hall. 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins near the Sanctuary exits. 

 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship. 

 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, 

BIBLES AND HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these 

items and return the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be 

returned to the table behind the middle pews.  
 

HOSPITALITY IN WORSHIP - It takes many hands and hearts to make our worship pleasing in the 

sight of God.  We are grateful to our Worship and Music leaders and to those who provide Hospitality 

through various ministries. This week we thank the Sound Board crew including: Pete Todd, Mark 

Breen, Ezra Broughton and Carl Nauert; Lead Usher: Gene Armstrong, and the on-call ushers; 

Sanctuary Guild members: Cindy Palombi and Nina Roher; Greeters: Marsha Hubbuch, Dave & Joy 

Marshall and Susan Saliny; and the 5th and 6th grade Church School Acolytes.  We ask forgiveness 

for any omissions. If you think one or more of these Hospitality Ministries might be a fit for you, 

please contact Joanne Despotes at jdespotes@gmail.com or 708-209-1377.    

 

EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 

PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A LEGACY GIFT to First United through your will of by designating the 

church as a beneficiary of your IRA, life insurance, or pension plan. When you make such a gift, please 

let the church know. We want to thank you and add you to our list of Kindred Spirits (those who 

have included a gift to First United in their estate plans). Questions? Contact Gene or Ann Armstrong 

(geneann1113@yahoo.com or 708-657-4484) or any of the pastors (708-386-5215) 

 

IT’S SPONSOR-A-FAMILY TIME! The Holiday Food and Gift Basket Program needs sponsors to buy 

Christmas presents for needy families. Sign up on November Sundays and pick a gift tag for one 

individual or a family. Gifts are due on Sunday, December 8. Look for Sher Watts Spooner by the 

little Christmas tree in the lounge, starting November 3; call 708-383-4408; or e-mail 

sandaspooner@comcast.net. 

mailto:jdespotes@gmail.com
mailto:geneann1113@yahoo.com
mailto:sandaspooner@comcast.net


MIDPOINT CHRISTMAS PARTY - Celebrate Christmas with the MIDPOINT group at our annual 

Christmas party and famous white elephant exchange! Saturday, December 7 at 7:30 p.m. at the home 

of Jane Barker and Melinda Haag, 7426 Iowa in River Forest. Bring a silly gift for the exchange! As 

usual, please bring your favorite wine/beer to share along with an appetizer or dessert. Bring a new 

member or friend too! Contact barbarametric@comcast.net with any questions. 

 

COMMUNITY OF CONGREGATIONS INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE - Join worshipers next 

Sunday, November 24, from Oak Park, River Forest, and surrounding areas at an interfaith service to 

celebrate Thanksgiving. This year's service is 7-9 p.m. at New Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist 

Church in Chicago. The service will involve clergy and choir members from many congregations. 

 

1619 PROJECT DISCUSSION GROUP: The 1619 Project, a special issue of The New York Times 

Magazine, marks the 400th anniversary of the arrival of the first enslaved Africans to Jamestown with 

a series of essays, images, stories and poems that challenge readers to reframe their understanding of 

US history by considering 1619 as the foundational beginning of our nation’s story. Tuesday, 

November 19 from 6:30-8 p.m. will be our last discussion group meeting. Paper copies of this week's 

reading are available in the lounge. Email Katharine.thurman@comcast.net links to articles. 

 

DO YOU HAVE A NAMETAG? Please check to see if you have a nametag on the rack in the lounge. If 

not, please request one on the clipboard on the lounge desk. It would be great if everyone had a 

nametag and wore it while our new lead pastor is getting to know us! 

 

PLEASE NOTE: The First United Church office will be closed on November 27-29 so that the staff can 

celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday with family and friends. 

 

 

SING WE JOYOUS IS COMING! 
Our annual holiday spectacular 

is on Saturday December 14 at 

7:30 p.m., and Sunday 

December 15 at 4 p.m. Tickets 

will be on sale in the Lounge on 

December 1 and 8, or go online 

and get your tickets now at 

https://singwejoyous2019.brow

npapertickets.com/ 

 

mailto:barbarametric@comcast.net
mailto:Katharine.thurman@comcast.net
https://singwejoyous2019.brownpapertickets.com/
https://singwejoyous2019.brownpapertickets.com/


 

 

 

 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

• Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more information 

about the church.    

• Sign the registration pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news and 

devotional! 

• Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship. 

• Contact Lydia Mulkey at 708.386.5215 or lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about 

Newcomers Gatherings and any additional questions.  
 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. We 

seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  

We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in 

membership & ministry. 
 

ABOUT WORSHIP - Worship is our time to praise and grow closer to God. Worship each week includes 

song, prayer, learning, silence and giving. If you have any questions about what we do, please ask a minister 

or a member. 
 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age-appropriate 

worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, quality childcare and 

quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just off the lounge). Accompanied by a parent, these 

children may leave after Time for Sharing. 
 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet is 

available in all areas of the building. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online at 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving.  
 

 

 

 

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving


WEEKLY CALENDAR 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17 

9:00 am Sponsor-a-Family 

9:30 am Education for All Ages 

11:00 am Worship  

Noon Prayer & Anointing 

6:00 pm SR.HI. Youth Group 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18 

6:00 pm Monday Bible Study 

6:00 pm PADS Emergency Shelter 

7:00 pm Building & Grounds meeting 

7:00 pm Nominating meeting 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19 

4:00 pm Pro Musica Youth Chorus 

6:30 pm 1619 Project Discussion 

7:00 pm Council Meeting 

7:00 pm FUNS Parent Workshop  

7:30 pm Faith in Action meeting 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20 

9:00 am FUNS Board meeting 

11:00 am Wednesday Small Group 

3:30 pm Beyond Hunger 

 Food Pantry Distribution 

4:00 pm Cluster Tutoring Board 

7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21 

6:30 pm Cluster Tutoring 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22 

5:00 pm Pro Musica Movie Night 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23 

9:00 am Beyond Hunger 

 Food Pantry Distribution 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24 

9:00 am Sponsor-a-Family 

9:15 am Quest Connect Session #3 

9:30 am Education for All Ages 

11:00 am Worship  

Noon Prayer & Anointing 

3:00 pm PFLAG 

5:00 pm SR.HI. Youth Group 

6:00 pm JR.HI. Youth Group 

 
CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM  

708.386.5215   

 

Gene Armstrong, Council Moderator                                                           geneann1113@yahoo.com 

Carl Nauert, Council Clerk                                                                                          chnauert@gmail.com 

John Edgerton, Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                                   jedgerton@firstuniedoakpark.com 

Lydia Mulkey, Associate Pastor of Education (ext. 103)                       lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Alicia Reese, Pastoral Assoc., Youth & Cong. Care (ext. 104)                   areese@firstunitedoakpark.com  

William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                     bill@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                         msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Amanda Swanson, Manager of Operations (ext. 102)                      aswanson@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Dennis Cobb, Administrative Assistant (ext. 100)                                   dcobb@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Maureen Wheeler, Financial Consultant (ext. 106)                           mwheeler@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Suzi Benes, Financial Assistant (ext. 109)                                                 sbenes@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Keith Liesse, Manager of Building and Grounds (ext. 110)                   kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com  

First United Church Nursery School                                      708-848-4910, www.firstunitedschool.com  

Housing Forward                                                                          708-338-1724, www.housingforward.org  

Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                             708-386-1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org  

The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                      susanzaruba@gmail.com  

Cluster Tutoring                                                                               773-378-5530, www.clustertutoring.org  

Pro Musica Youth Chorus                                                708-406-9597, www.promusicayouthchorus.org  

http://www.promusicayouthchorus.org/


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


