
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  

3 NOVEMBER 2019 

 

 
 

 
An open community united in love and justice 

 

 



 

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

Behold, I show you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, in a moment, 

in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 

and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 

-1 Corinthians 15:52-53 
 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 
 

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC              Before Thy Throne I Now Appear (two settings)                                 J. S. Bach             

 

WELCOME AND OUR LIFE TOGETHER   Please sign and pass the Connections pad.      Lydia Mulkey    

 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

                 

*OPENING SONG                                               God Welcomes All                                                          THEMBA AMEN 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP        

All blessing, honor, and glory, all wisdom, praise, and thanks be yours, O God of our salvation! 

We pray in communion with all the saints on earth and heaven, with the witnesses and the 

faithful in all ages, and in the name of the Lamb of God, who alone is worthy of worship. 

Bless us with your healing presence. 

Make us hungry for justice. 

Strengthen our faith. 

And increase our love for others, especially those we find it most difficult to love. 

 

TIME FOR SHARING                                                                                                                    John Edgerton 

 

*HYMN 597                                            Shall We Gather at the River                                           HANSON PLACE 

Black hymnal 

 

PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                                                                                Alicia Reese 
 

SILENCE IS KEPT. 

 

ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?    
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 

convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

SUNG RESPONSE                                                   Alleluia                                                                Jerry Sinclair 

 
 

 

 

 



 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 

FIRST MOVEMENT                                 Introitus—Grant Them Peace   

Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine, et lux perpetua luceat eis. 

Te decet hymnus, Deus in Sion, et tibi reddetur votum in Jerusalem;  

exaudi orationem meam, ad te omnis caro veniet.  

Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine, et lux perpetua luceat eis. 

Rest eternal grant them, O Lord: and let perpetual light shine on them. 

To thee praise is due, O God, in Zion, and to thee vows are recited in Jerusalem: 

hear my prayer, for unto thee shall all flesh come. 

Rest eternal grant them, O Lord: and let perpetual light shine on them. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING                     Hebrews 11-12, selected verses 

 

SECOND MOVEMENT         In Te Domine Speravi—In You I Put My Trust   

Tu ad liberandum suscepturus hominem, non horruisti Virginis uterum. 

Tu, devicto mortis aculeo, aperuisti credentibus regna caelorum. 

Exortum est in tenebris lumen rectis. Miserere nostri, Domine, miserere nostri. 

Fiat misericordia tua, Domine, super nos, quemadmodum speravimus in te. 

In te, Domine, speravi: non confundar in aeternum.  

Thou, having taken it upon Thyself to deliver man, didst not disdain the Virgin's womb. 

Thou overcame the sting of death and hast opened to believers the Kingdom of Heaven. 

A light has arisen in the dark for the upright. Have mercy on us, O Lord, have mercy on us. 

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in Thee. 

O Lord, in Thee I have hoped; let me never be put to shame. 

 
REFLECTION                                      So Great A Cloud of Witnesses                                           John Edgerton 

 
THIRD MOVEMENT                          O Nata Lux—Born of Light   

O nata lux de lumine Iesu redemptor saeculi  

Digrnare clemens supplicum laudes precesque sumere  

Qui carne quondam contegi Dignatus es pro perditis  

Nos membra confer effici tui beati corporis. 

O light born of light, Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

Mercifully deem worthy and accept the praises and prayers of your supplicants. 

Thou who once deigned to be clothed in flesh for the sake of the lost ones, 

Grant us to be made members of your holy body. 
              —dedicated to choir members lost this year: Marilyn McAulay, Diane Fascione, Margery Neff 
 

 

 

 



 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                                                    Lydia Mulkey 
 

FOURTH MOVEMENT—OFFERTORY    Veni Sancte Spiritus—Come, Holy Spirit                  

Veni, Sancte Spiritus et emitte coelitus lucis tuae radium. 

Veni, pater pauperum, veni, dator munerum, veni, lumen cordium 

 Consolator optime, dulcis hospes animae, dulce refrigerium. 

In labore requies, in aestu temperies, in fletu solatium 

 O lux beatissima, reple cordis intima tuorum fidelium. 

Sine tuo nomine, nihil est in homine, nihil est innoxium. 

 Lava quod est sordidum, riga quod est aridum, sana quod est saucium. 

Flecte quod est rigidum, rege quod est devium fove quod est frigidum, 

 Da tuis fidelibus, in te confidentibus, sacrum septenarium. 

Da virtutis meritum, da salutis exitum, da perenne gaudium.  

Come, Holy Spirit, and send from heaven your ray of light. 

Come, Father of the poor, come, giver of gifts, come, light of hearts. 

Thou best of Consolers, sweet guest of the soul, sweet refreshment. 

In labor, thou art rest, in heat, thou art the tempering, in grief, thou art the consolation. 

O light most blessed, fill the inmost heart of all thy faithful. 

Without your grace, there is nothing in us, nothing that is not harmful. 

Cleanse what is sordid, moisten what is dry, heal what is hurt. 

Flex what is rigid, heat what is frigid, correct what goes astray. 

Grant to thy faithful, those that trust in thee, thy sacred seven-fold gifts. 

Grant the reward of virtue, grant the deliverance of salvation, grant joy everlasting. 
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                              OLD HUNDREDTH                                                       

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Christ, all people here below.  

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.    
 

REMEMBERING JESUS’ LOVE, REMEMBERING THE SAINTS 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE                    
Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters! 

And you that have no money, come, buy and eat! 

God invites the whole creation to the feast of life, through Jesus Christ,  

who came that they may have life, and have it in all its fullness. 

Amen. 

All praise be to God. 

Alleluia. 



 

REMEMBERING OUR BELOVED DEAD 
We remember those in our midst who have died this year, saints who embodied faith in this 

community. Their names recall memory; these candles rekindle our grief in loss. Our lives are 

shaped by knowing them. The following members and friends of First United have died in the 

last year: 

Marilyn McAulay 

Gloria Hannas 

Patrick Guinan 

Lynn Collins 

Diane Fascione 

Margery Neff 

Herb Zobel 

Ruth Luthringer 

Natalie Nemeth 

 

THE GREAT CLOUD OF WITNESSES 
Anyone who wishes may come to the microphones, speak the name of a loved one who has died, and light a 

candle in honor of that person. Please return to your seat by the outside aisle. 
 

We remember the mystery of our faith that connects us throughout time and space: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
 

FIFTH MOVEMENT          Agnus Dei, Lux Aeterna—Lamb of God, Eternal Light 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona eis requiem. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona eis requiem. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona eis requiem sempiternam. 

 Lux aeterna luceat eis, Domine,  

cum sanctis tuis in aeternum, quia pius es.  

Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine, et lux perpetua luceat eis. 

 Alleluia. Amen. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, grant them rest. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, grant them rest. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, grant them rest everlasting. 

 May eternal light shine upon them, O Lord,  

in the company of your saints forever and ever; for you are merciful. 

Rest eternal grant them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

 Alleluia. Amen. 

 

 



 

PRAYING THE WORDS OF JESUS 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 

 

*HYMN 299                                                        For All the Saints                                                             SINE NOMINE 
Black hymnal 

                   

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

 

 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                            Danish Amen 

           
SENDING MUSIC                                     We All Believe in One True God                                                J. S. Bach

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 

 
 

PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins near the Sanctuary exits. 
 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship. 
 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, 

BIBLES AND HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these 

items and return the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be 

returned to the table behind the middle pews.  
 

HOSPITALITY IN WORSHIP - It takes many hands and hearts to make our worship pleasing in the 

sight of God.  We are grateful to our Worship and Music leaders and to those who provide Hospitality 

through various ministries. This week we thank: Communion Coordinator Karin Pietrini and the 

those serving communion; Greeters: Cynthia Collazo, Anne Paluck, Debby Preiser and Dale 

Sorenson; Lead Usher: Bob Larson and the on-call ushers; Sanctuary Guild members: Cindy Palombi 

and Nina Roher; the Sound Board crew including Pete Todd, Mark Breen, Ezra Broughton and Carl 

Nauert and the 5th and 6th grade Church School Acolytes. If you think one or more of these 

Hospitality Ministries might be a fit for you, please contact Joanne Despotes at jdespotes@gmail.com 

or 708-209-1377.    

 

LUX AETERNA IS THE WORK of American composer Morten Lauridsen and was premiered in 1997. 

Since then, it has been performed frequently around the world and has become a favorite at First 

United. Today we thank the Sanctuary Choir (Susan Cartland-Bode, Adriana Kopecka, Nina Roher, 

Susan Zaruba, soprano; Pauline Coffman, Anne Koerber, Sallie Smylie, Linda Sandman, alto; Hilda 

Fischer, Bob Giles, Sandy Jefferson, Dan Pietrini, Rich Wheelock, John Zaruba, tenor; Rick Ashton, 

Craig Bechtel, Mark Burkland, Douglas Cater, Ronald Haas, Al Pickard, Mark Smylie, bass; plus City 

Voices members Kristeen McLain, Jennifer Murtoff, Patrick Kelly, and David McCammond-Watts), 

organist Michael Surratt, and a chamber orchestra including Yuriy Geyer, Hyejong Marshall,* 

Shiraishi Maya, Linda Veleckis Nussbaum, violin; Loretta Gillespie, Becca Wilcox, viola; Alexa Muhly, 

Julie O’Shea,* cello; Matt Burri, double bass; Marilee Castañeda,* flute; Ricardo Castañeda,* oboe; Carl 

Nauert,* clarinet; Gwyn Downey, bassoon; Johanna Johnson, Melinda Robinson,* french horn; Royce 

Harrington, trombone.  (* = member of First United Church) 
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EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 

IT’S SPONSOR-A-FAMILY TIME! The Holiday Food and Gift Basket Program needs sponsors to buy 

Christmas presents for needy families. Sign up on November Sundays and pick a gift tag for one 

individual or a family. Gifts are due on Sunday, December 8. Look for Sher Watts Spooner by the 

little Christmas tree in the lounge, starting November 3; call 708-383-4408; or e-mail 

sandaspooner@comcast.net. 

 

DINNER & A MOVIE - Friday, November 8 – Colette After marrying a successful Parisian writer 

known commonly as "Willy", Sidonie-Gabrielle Colette is transplanted from her childhood home in 

rural France to the intellectual and artistic splendor of Paris. Soon after, Willy convinces Colette to 

ghostwrite for him. She pens a semi-autobiographical novel about a witty and brazen country girl 

named Claudine, sparking a bestseller and a cultural sensation. After its success, Colette and Willy 

become the talk of Paris and their adventures inspire additional Claudine novels. Colette's fight over 

creative ownership and gender roles drives her to overcome societal constraints, revolutionizing 

literature, fashion and sexual expression. Dinner at 6:00 p.m. ($5 donation); movie at 6:30 p.m. (free). 

Sign up in the Lounge or call Cynthia Collazo 708-383-9228. 

 

GROUNDS WORK DAY: Congregational members are asked to come out and join Buildings and 

Grounds Committee on Sunday, November 10th from 1 – 3 p.m. as we prepare the church grounds 

for spring. We need help planting four hundred bulbs as well as with general garden bed clean up. 

We will bring the tools, please bring your garden gloves. Special botanical tours of the newly installed, 

native plantings will be offered. 

 

PRIMETIME HARVEST FEAST – Y’ALL COME!  PrimeTimers (60+) will gather at the home of Bob and 

Marilyn Giles, 1035 N Grove, in Oak Park, on Saturday, November 9, from 5 to 8 p.m. We will be 

sharing yummy food and stories about Illinois - our birthplace and/or the place we chose to call home. 

Please RSVP to Anna Sadowski at annahsadowski@gmail. com or 708-386-7896 by November 7. 

Please bring a dish to share, $5 per person, and wine if you wish to imbibe! Hope to see you there for 

a fun-filled evening! 

 

1619 PROJECT DISCUSSION GROUP: The 1619 Project, a special issue of The New York Times Magazine, 

marks the 400th anniversary of the arrival of the first enslaved Africans to Jamestown, Virginia with 

a series of essays, images, stories and poems that challenge readers to reframe their understanding of 

US history by considering 1619 as the foundational beginning of our nation’s story. Our discussion 

group meets Tuesdays from 6:30 – 8 p.m. until November 19. This Tuesday, November 5, we'll be 

discussing articles by Jeneen Interlandi and Linda Villarosa. Paper copies are available in the lounge. 

Come to one meeting or all. Please email Katharine.thurman@comcast.net for the full schedule and 

links to articles. 
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PRIVATE SHOPPING EVENT – 10,000 VILLAGES - Save the date: Wednesday, December 4th, for the 

Alternative Christmas Store's private Shopping Event at Ten Thousand Villages. Nibble on wine and 

cheese while you shop and support FUCOP's Mission Partners. 15% of your purchases will be 

donated. The event runs 6-8 p.m. This is a new venture and we hope to see a lot of you there. 

 

 

 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

• Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more information 

about the church.    

• Sign the registration pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news and 

devotional! 

• Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship. 

• Contact Lydia Mulkey at 708.386.5215 or lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about 

Newcomers Gatherings and any additional questions.  
 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. We 

seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  

We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in 

membership & ministry. 
 

ABOUT WORSHIP - Worship is our time to praise and grow closer to God. Worship each week includes 

song, prayer, learning, silence and giving. If you have any questions about what we do, please ask a minister 

or a member. 
 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age-appropriate 

worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, quality childcare and 

quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just off the lounge). Accompanied by a parent, these 

children may leave after Time for Sharing. 
 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet is 

available in all areas of the building. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online at 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving.  

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving


WEEKLY CALENDAR 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3 

9:00 am Sponsor-a-Family  

9:30 am Education for All Ages 

11:00 am Worship & Communion 

Noon Prayer & Anointing 

5:00 p SR. HI. Youth Board 

6:00 pm JR. & SR. HI. Youth Groups 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4 

6:00 pm Monday Bible Study 

6:00 pm PADS Emergency Shelter 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5 

4:00 pm Pro Musica Youth Chorus 

5:30 pm Communications Committee 

6:30 pm 1619 Project Discussion 

7:00 pm Children’s Ministry 

7:00 pm Finance Committee 

7:00 pm Planned Giving Committee 

7:30 pm Faith in Action meeting 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6 

11:00 am Wednesday Small Group 

6:00 pm Beyond Hunger 

 Food Pantry Distribution 

6:00 pm Handbells Rehearsal 

7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7 

8:30 am Nursery School 

 Vision and Hearing Screening 

6:30 pm Cluster Tutoring 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8 

5:30 pm Dinner & A Movie 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9 

9:00 am Beyond Hunger 

 Food Pantry Distribution 

5:00 pm PrimeTime Harvest Feast 

7:30 pm Music at First – Artemisia Concert 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10 

9:00 am Handbells Rehearsal 

9:00 am Sponsor a Family 

9:30 am Education for All Ages 

11:00 am Worship  

Noon Prayer & Anointing 

3:00 pm John Edgerton Installation 

6:00 pm JR.HI. Youth Group 

6:00 pm OWL Parent Meeting 

6:00 pm SR.HI. Youth Group 

 

CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM  

708.386.5215   

Gene Armstrong, Council Moderator                                                           geneann1113@yahoo.com 

Carl Nauert, Council Clerk                                                                                          chnauert@gmail.com 

John Edgerton, Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                                   jedgerton@firstuniedoakpark.com 

Lydia Mulkey, Associate Pastor of Education (ext. 103)                       lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Alicia Reese, Pastoral Assoc., Youth & Cong. Care (ext. 104)                   areese@firstunitedoakpark.com  

William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                     bill@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                         msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Amanda Swanson, Manager of Operations (ext. 102)                      aswanson@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Dennis Cobb, Administrative Assistant (ext. 100)                                   dcobb@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Maureen Wheeler, Financial Consultant (ext. 106)                           mwheeler@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Suzi Benes, Financial Assistant (ext. 109)                                                 sbenes@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Keith Liesse, Manager of Building and Grounds (ext. 110)                   kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com  

First United Church Nursery School                                      708-848-4910, www.firstunitedschool.com  

Housing Forward                                                                          708-338-1724, www.housingforward.org  

Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                             708-386-1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org  

The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                      susanzaruba@gmail.com  

Cluster Tutoring                                                                               773-378-5530, www.clustertutoring.org  

Pro Musica Youth Chorus                                                708-406-9597, www.promusicayouthchorus.org  

http://www.promusicayouthchorus.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


