
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  

 
 

An open community united in love and justice 



 

  



PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

 

Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, 
   sweetness to the soul and health to the body. 

-Proverbs 16:24 
 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 
 

 

GATHERING MUSIC             Partita on God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending                     Michael Bedford

  

WELCOME                          Please sign and pass the black Connections pad.                   Lydia Mulkey 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

                 

*OPENING SONG                                                          Guide My Feet                                                               GUIDE MY FEET 

 
                                                                                               

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                 
O God you call each of us from the crowded ways of life.  

You call us with water and Spirit, you call us with Word and hope. 

You call us to love you with all our heart, soul, mind and strength 

You call us to love ourselves and to love our neighbors. 

You call us to live in peace with all people. 

You call us to build justice so that peace is possible. 

You call us to repentance when we are in the wrong. 

You call us to live not merely well but as best we are able. 



 

 

*HYMN                                                            We Limit not the Truth of God                                                      FOREST GREEN 
 

 
 
                

CALL TO PRAYER                                              Lydia Mulkey 

 

PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                   
 

SILENCE IS KEPT. 

 

ASSURANCE OF LOVE                                 When Peace Like a River                                            VILLE DU HAVRE 

See next page for music 

 

Children, please come forward as we sing 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TIME FOR SHARING                                                                                                                                             Lydia Mulkey 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 

SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                 Nothing Can Trouble                                                   NADA TE TURBE 

 



       

              

SCRIPTURE READING                         Mark 12:28-34, NT p. 49                                    John Edgerton 
  

SERMON                                                            From the Heart  
                          
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*HYMN  394                                              In Christ There Is No East or West                                                   MCKEE 
Black hymnal 

                   
PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                                                    John Edgerton 

 

OFFERTORY                                                      O Radiant Christ                                                       Bob Moore 

O radiant Christ, incarnate Word, eternal love revealed in time: 

Come make your home within our hearts, that we may dwell in light sublime. 

Our bartered, busy lives burn dim, too tired to care, too numb to feel. 

Come, shine upon our shadowed world: Your radiance bathes with power to heal. 

Your glory shone at Jordan’s stream, the font where we were born anew. 

Attune your church to know you near; illumine all we say and do. 

O Light of Nations, fill the earth; our faith and hope and love renew. 

Come, lead the peoples to your peace, as stars once led the way to you. 

                    —Ruth Duck 
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                              OLD HUNDREDTH                                                       

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Christ, all people here below.  

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.    
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

TESTIMONY OF FAITH                                                                                                                          Anne Koerber 
 

PRESENTATION       

Elder: As an elder of the church, I present Anne Koerber as a candidate for Christian baptism.  

She is a woman of character and faith. She comes seeking this sacrament earnestly and honestly.  

Pastor: Do you wish to be baptized into the Christian faith? 

Baptizand: Yes, I do. 

Pastor: Will you seek to live a Christian life as part of this church, as best you are able? 

Baptizand: I will, with the help of God. 

Pastor: Will you seek to love God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength, and to love your 

neighbor as yourself? 

Baptizand: I will, with the help of God. 
           

PRAYER AND ACT OF BAPTISM 

 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 

      

*HYMN 354                                         God, When I Came into This Life                                                                     LAND OF REST   

Black hymnal 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER                                                                                                                 John Edgerton 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                      Amen                                                                               AMEN 

 
                                    

SENDING MUSIC       Chorale Prelude on Christ unser herr zum Jordan kam             J. S. Bach   

  



 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 

 

WE WELCOME Mark Sudeith as our guest organist today.  

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OFFERING WILL BE RECEIVED TODAY! The PADS Shelter program provides 

overnight shelter for 40 to 70 persons per night. Dinner, breakfast and sack lunches are provided. 60 

PADS guests sleep in Centennial hall and other basement rooms on Monday nights! Please plan to 

give generously and consider volunteering to help some Monday evening or Tuesday morning. 

 

QUILT DISPLAY - You’ve seen their work displayed each year at the Alternative Christmas Store 

which raises needed Funds, and gifts, for First United ministry partners. But did you know that our 

church is home to numerous quilt artists? This coming weekend, both before and after the Sunday 

worship service, samples of their beautiful work will be on display in the church lounge. Some 

quilters will also be present to talk about their work. Make sure you don’t miss this opportunity to 

see how these gifted women and men create works of art out of fabric and thread. 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins near the Sanctuary exits. 

 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship. 
 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, 

BIBLES AND HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these 

items and return the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be 

returned to the table behind the middle pews.  
 

HOSPITALITY IN WORSHIP - It takes many hands and hearts to make our worship pleasing in the 

sight of God.  We are grateful to our Worship and Music leaders and to those who provide Hospitality 

through various ministries. This week we thank Greeters: Marilyn Giles, Marilyn Kauffmann, Vicky 

Lekovish and Jim Wisuri; Lead Usher: Gene Armstrong and the on-call ushers; Sanctuary Guild 

members: Cindy Palombi and Nina Roher; the Sound Board crew including Pete Todd, Mark Breen, 

Ezra Broughton and Carl Nauert; and the Preschool and Kindergarten Church School Acolytes.  We 

ask forgiveness for any omissions. If you think one or more of these Hospitality Ministries might be 

a fit for you, please contact Joanne Despotes at jdespotes@gmail.com or 708-209-1377.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 

NORTHERN LIGHT is the next Music At First event on Sunday, February 2 at 4 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

The Oriana Singers and City Voices—fresh from their appearance in Sing We Joyous—return to First 

United with fresh choral music from Estonia, Latvia, and Norway. Bill Chin directs. Admission is $20 

adults, $15 seniors, and students college age and younger free. 

 

NEW PICTURE DIRECTORY – The photos have all been taken, but you still have a place in the 

directory! If you would like to submit a photo of yourself or your family to be included, you can. And 

even if a photo does not appear in the directory, your contact information will still be included. In 

either case, please talk to Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark) to submit a photo or to make sure 

the contact information we have for you is current.  

 

COMMUNITY OF CONGREGATIONS ANNUAL COMMUNITY DINNER - Join with fellow church 

members and the larger faith community at this annual gathering on Monday January 27 at First 

United Methodist Church, 324 North Oak Park Ave, Oak Park. Doors open 6:15 p.m., Dinner 6:30 p.m. 

Suggested donation of $15. Please RSVP to oprfcoc@gmail.com. 

 

UNITED POWER COLLECTIVE LEADERSHIP MEETING – the meeting will focus on: Reclaiming 

Chicago: 1,000 Homes on the west side, 1,000 homes on the south side; Reducing incarceration of 

people with mental illness; and Do Not Stand Idly By. The meeting is Tuesday, January 21, 7 - 8:30 

p.m., Agape Chapel, 3827 W. Ogden, Chicago. For carpool information, contact Lois Thiessen Love, 

lois@thiessenlove.com, or Lydia Mulkey, lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com. 

 

LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY - Please consider making a legacy gift to First United through your will 

or trust, or by listing the church as a beneficiary of your IRA, life insurance, or pension plan. When 

you do, please let the church know; we want to thank you and add you to our list of Kindred Spirits 

(those who have told us that a gift to the church is part of their estate plans). The church is grateful 

for legacy gifts. They help build our endowments for future needs and generations. Questions? 

Contact Gene or Ann Armstrong (geneann1113@yahoo.com or 708-657-4484) or any of the pastors 

(708-386-5215). 

 

EXPRESS YOURSELF THROUGH AN EVOTIONAL - Our weekly Evotionals offer food for thought, 

reflection, and prayer. Topics might be seasonal, they might reflect current events, or they sometimes 

just reveal a writer’s inner thoughts. They are often inspired by a specific Bible verse, hymn, artwork, 

or anything else that moves a person on a spiritual journey. If you feel called to write a short Evotional 

of five to ten paragraphs, please send it to Dennis Cobb, dcobb@firstunitedoakpark.com. You can 

include a prayer or a reference to a relevant Bible passage if you wish. Also please include a head shot 

photo of yourself. 

 

mailto:areese@firstunitedoakpark
mailto:oprfcoc@gmail.com
mailto:lois@thiessenlove.com
mailto:lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com
mailto:geneann1113@yahoo.com
mailto:dcobb@firstunitedoakpark.com


 

DO YOU HAVE A NAMETAG? Please check to see if you have a nametag on the nametag rack in the 

Lounge.  If not, please request one on the clipboard on the Lounge desk. It would be great if everyone 

had a nametag and wore it while our new lead pastor if getting to know us! 

 

PLEASE NOTE: The Church Office will be closed tomorrow, Monday, January 20, in observance of 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WEEKLY CALENDAR 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19 

9:30 am Education for all ages 

11:00 am Worship  

Noon Prayer & Anointing 

6:00 pm JR.HI. Youth Group 

MONDAY, JANUARY 20 

Church Office Closed 

6:00 pm Monday Bible Study 

6:00 pm PADS Emergency Shelter 

7:00 pm Finance Committee 

7:00 pm Nominating Committee 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 21 

7:00 pm Council Meeting 

7:00 pm Nursery School Open House 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22 

11:00 am Wednesday Small Group 

3:30 pm Beyond Hunger 

 Food Pantry Distribution 

7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

7:00 pm Deacons

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23 

6:30 pm Cluster Tutoring 

7:00 pm Housing Justice Meeting 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25 

9:00 am Beyond Hunger 

 Food Pantry Distribution 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26 

9:30 am Education for all ages 

11:00 am Worship  

 Fourth Sunday Offering 

Noon Prayer & Anointing 

3:00 pm PFLAG 

6:00 pm JR.HI. Youth Group 

6:00 pm SR.HI. Youth Group 

 
CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM  

708.386.5215   

 

Gene Armstrong, Council Moderator                                                           geneann1113@yahoo.com 

Carl Nauert, Council Clerk                                                                                          chnauert@gmail.com 

John Edgerton, Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                                   jedgerton@firstuniedoakpark.com 

Lydia Mulkey, Associate Pastor of Education (ext. 103)                       lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Alicia Reese, Pastoral Assoc., Youth & Cong. Care (ext. 104)                   areese@firstunitedoakpark.com  

William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                     bill@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                         msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Amanda Swanson, Manager of Operations (ext. 102)                      aswanson@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Dennis Cobb, Administrative Assistant (ext. 100)                                   dcobb@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Maureen Wheeler, Financial Consultant (ext. 106)                           mwheeler@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Suzi Benes, Financial Assistant (ext. 109)                                                 sbenes@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Keith Liesse, Manager of Building and Grounds (ext. 110)                   kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com  

First United Church Nursery School                                      708-848-4910, www.firstunitedschool.com  

Housing Forward                                                                          708-338-1724, www.housingforward.org  

Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                             708-386-1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org  

The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                      susanzaruba@gmail.com  

Cluster Tutoring                                                                               773-378-5530, www.clustertutoring.org  

 



 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

• Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more information 

about the church.    

• Sign the registration pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news and 

devotional! 

• Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship. 

• Contact Lydia Mulkey at 708.386.5215 or lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about 

Newcomers Gatherings and any additional questions.  
 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. We 

seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  

We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in 

membership & ministry. 
 

ABOUT WORSHIP - Worship is our time to praise and grow closer to God. Worship each week includes 

song, prayer, learning, silence and giving. If you have any questions about what we do, please ask a minister 

or a member. 
 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age-appropriate 

worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, quality childcare and 

quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just off the lounge). Accompanied by a parent, these 

children may leave after Time for Sharing. 
 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet is 

available in all areas of the building. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online at 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving.  
 

 

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving

