
 
By the time Nicodemus came to visit him, Jesus was the talk of the whole 
country. Nicodemus had heard Jesus was performing inexplicable wonders. But 
what’s more, the beneficiaries of those wonders were the most downtrodden and 
disreputable people, notorious sinners and suspicious foreigners, poor 
uneducated laborers, the sick, women and children. Jesus was teaching them 
they were in the very presence of God. 

So what was Nicodemus doing visiting Jesus? Jesus was teaching the poor.  
Nicodemus was well-to-do and well-educated; he had money and enough to 
spare. Jesus was ministering to the sick and infirm. Nicodemus was hale and 
hearty, and had no need of Jesus’ healing touch. Jesus was gathering a following 
of the marginalized. Nicodemus was powerful and well-connected. People came 
to him when they needed problems solved. Jesus was forgiving sinners, 
reconciling them to God. Nicodemus was living a morally upright life. 
Why would Nicodemus — of all people — come looking for Jesus?   

It’s simple. Nicodemus was looking for God. He was looking for something that 
had somehow eluded him even despite his worldly achievements. Even despite 
having money and enough to spare, despite having his health and being safe 
from disease, despite being in an enviable position of power and influence in the 
world, despite living a moral life — even so, Nicodemus was missing something 
that you cannot do without. Nicodemus wanted to feel the peace of being beloved 
of God, the assurance of knowing he was doing right by God, to know it deep in 
his soul. But more than anything, Nicodemus wanted to know how — how could 
he get these things, what could he change himself, how could he find God? 
Nicodemus had achieved so much, amassed so much, deserved so much, he 
came to Jesus asking what can I do to achieve this one further thing?   
But what Jesus says to Nicodemus, well, it was hard to understand. Jesus says, 
if you are looking to be in the presence of God, you would have to be born again.  
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Jesus says this with a straight face, as if Nicodemus should understand at all 
how to be born again. So Nicodemus responds and says — I am a grown man, I 
can’t just start my life over. What does that even mean?   
Nicodemus didn’t understand so Jesus tried to say it a different way. 

If you want to be in the presence of God, if you want to be born again, you’ll have 
to be born from the water and the wind. The wind, though, the wind is free. You 
can’t control it. You can hear the wind and listen for it, but the wind doesn’t listen 
back or come when you call. You can feel the wind blowing against you, but you 
can’t know where it started from or where it will end up, or tell it where to go next. 
To be born again, you must be like one who is at the mercy of the wind. 
Nicodemus came to Jesus with a question: How can I feel the peace of being 
beloved of God? Where must I go to find the presence of God? What is a moral 
code I can follow that will make me deserving? 

The answer Jesus gives him is: There is nothing you can do. There is no road 
you can walk that will take you into the presence of God. There is no course of 
study to give you the peace of knowing you’re beloved of God. There is no 
hidden moral code that will put you on good footing with God. There is nothing 
you can do — it’s like you’re at the mercy of the wind. It’s like you are at the 
mercy of God and there is nothing you can do about it. And with anguish 
Nicodemus asks one more question: “How can this be?” He had achieved so 
much, gone so far in life, he had so much going for him, he worked hard to be a 
good person and, what? All that meant nothing in his search for God?  

Nicodemus would have fit in great in Oak Park! Here is a man doing important 
work in the world, living a moral life and striving to be good, a person seeking to 
be a leader who makes a difference in the world. He would make a great Oak 
Parker — give the man his lawn signs now! Give him some stationery for letters 
to the editor — he has things to say. Give him his reusable bags and compost 
bins — he is ready to do the right thing. He wants to do it. Nicodemus had done 
well in his life, and the question that ate at him was — if I have done so well, if I 
am striving to be good, why is my soul cast down within me? Should not living a 
good life, lived well, ensure some spiritual peace? When the answer comes back 
from Jesus — no. No, your achievements do not impress God. No, your moral 
uprightness does not indebt God to you. 
With anguish, Nicodemus asks, “How can this be?” And Jesus replies gently: 
You’re a leader of God’s people and you can’t understand? You cannot ascend 



up into heaven to meet God; no one can. You cannot ascend to God. God has 
come down to earth, a child of humanity. God is with you, and is with everyone.  
God is right in front of you and still you ask, what must I do to be in your 
presence? You are at the mercy of the spirit, and the spirit is most merciful. Even 
if you cannot know where the wind has come from, can you not feel it as it 
moves? Even if it did not come at your command, can you not feel it as it touches 
you? 

God has come down to earth from heaven so that anyone, everyone — not just 
the holy, not just the learned, not just the rich, not just the deserving — everyone 
can be in the very presence of God. Everyone can know they are beloved of God. 
Everyone can know they have stood beside God. You cannot earn God’s love, 
but that is true of all the most wonderful gifts. You don’t have to earn a gift; you 
just have to accept it, and then it’s yours. That is what a gift is. The love of God, 
the presence of God: they are yours. Let this be a foundation upon which you can 
rest your soul. So that if riches should depart, if health should depart, if 
everything in the world should depart, then still, yet, there is a foundation: God’s 
love for you. Let this be the rock on which you rest your soul. Amen. 


