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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

PRELUDE                        Michael Surratt 
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God by Johann Pachelbel 
 

WELCOME                     John Edgerton 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP, BASED ON PSALM 46             
One: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Many: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the 
mountains shake in the heart of the sea. 
One: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation 
of the Most High. 
Many: God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved. God will help it when 
the morning dawns. 
One: God makes wars cease to the end of the earth, breaking the bow, shattering 
the spear, burning the shields with fire. 
Many: ‘Be still, and know that I am God! I am exulted among the nations, I am 
exalted in the earth.’ 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
 

GATHERING MUSIC    Sanctuary Choir 
Our help is in the name of God the Lord, 
the One who made the heavens with a 
word, 
creator of the world, each living thing. 
Come, bless the Lord, lift up your hearts 
and sing: 
“Our help is in the name of God the Lord.” 
 

When evil seems to have the upper hand, 
call on God’s name: the Lord, the great “I 
am.” 
When troubles rise and all around gives 
way, 

remember God stays with us night and 
day. 
Our help is in the name of God the Lord. 
 

Praise God the Lord who hears the 
captives’ prayer. 
Like birds escaping from the fowler’s 
snare 
we are set free; our praises now ascend: 
“Blessed be the Lord: Creator, Savior, 
Friend. 
Our help is in the name of God the Lord.” 

 

Text © 2011 Martin Tel (Admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources).  
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-714599 



 
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS & ASSURANCE OF LOVE  Meghan Premo-Hopkins 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE Bill Chin & Sanctuary Choir 
Psalm 124 
If it had not been God who was on our 
side 
--let Israel now say— 
 

if it had not been God who was on our 
side, 
  when our enemies attacked us, 
 

then they would have swallowed us up 
alive, 
  when their anger was kindled against    
  us; 
 

then the flood would have swept us 
away,  

the torrent would have gone over us; 
then over us would have gone the 
raging waters. 
 

Blessed be the Sovereign, our God, 
who has not given us as prey to their 
teeth. 
 

We have escaped like a bird from the 
snare of the fowlers; 
the snare is broken, and we have 
escaped. 
 

Our help is in the name of God, 
Who made heaven and earth.  

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                             Lydia Mulkey 
The children of the congregation are invited to draw their attention to the front for a special 
message. Any child who has difficulty seeing is invited to stand on the pew with the 
permission and help of your adult.   
 
SCRIPTURE READING – SELECT VERSES FROM MARK 13  John Edgerton 
      

SERMON – THE HINGES OF TIME                                                                                      
 

 
 
 
 



 
SERMON RESPONSE     Adriana Kopecka & Sanctuary Choir 
Psalm 46 
God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble. 
 

Therefore we will not fear, though the 
earth should change,  
though the mountains shake in the 
heart of the sea; 
 

though its waters roar and foam, 
though the mountains tremble with its 
tumult. 
 

There is a river whose streams make 
glad the city of God, 
the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall 
not be moved; 
God will help when the morning 
dawns. 
 

The nations are in an uproar, the 
empires totter; 

God’s voice resounds and the earth 
melts. 
 

The God of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
 

Come, behold the works of God; 
see what desolations God has brought 
on the earth. 
 
God makes wars cease to the end of 
the earth; 
God breaks the bow, and shatters the 
spear; God burns the shields with fire. 
 

“Be still, and know that I am God!  
I am exalted among the nations, I 
am exalted in the earth.” 
 

The God of hosts is with us;  
The God of Jacob is our refuge. 
 
 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
*CALL TO OFFERING                     Lydia Mulkey 
You are invited to bring forward financial gifts, as well as pink prayer cards that share joys 
or concerns. Please place any gifts in the basket and place your prayers on the table. When 
you return to your seats, please make your way by the side aisles. If you would like your 
offerings or prayers brought forward, please signal an usher by raising your hand, and an 
usher will assist you.  
 

 
 



 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM      Sanctuary Choir 
Sing to His Name by Jane Marshall                   

Praise the Lord! Praise the name of the Lord, give praise, O servants of the Lord.  
You that stand in the house of the Lord, in the courts of the house of God!  
Give praise, for the Lord our God is good; sing to his name, O sing for he is 
gracious.  
Thy name, O Lord, endures always, thy renown, O Lord, throughout all time.  
O house of Israel, bless the Lord!  
O house of Aaron, bless the Lord!  
O house of Levi, bless the Lord!  
You that fear the Lord, bless the Lord!  
Praise the Lord, O praise the Lord, give praise, O servants of the Lord!  
(from Psalm 135) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER      Alicia Reese 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  

 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
BLESSING                        John Edgerton 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
*CLOSING HYMN   
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                     

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Text & Music: Martin Luther. Public Domain. 



 
EVENTS AND UPDATES  
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. We invite you to 
subscribe to receive our monthly “Messenger Bell” newsletter and our weekly “News 
& Events” eblast by visiting firstunitedoakpark.com. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) where we share our weekly newsletter and lots 
more! 
 

PEACE VIGIL TONIGHT 
Gather on the labyrinth at First United at 4 p.m. tonight to lament violence, listen to 
stories of grief and struggle, resilience and strength, and share care and support for 
one another. 
 

HOLIDAY FOOD & GIFT BASKET TAGS AVAILABLE IN THE LOUNGE 
Sponsor an individual or family through this year’s Holiday Food & Gift basket. Pick 
up gift tags on November Sundays, starting today, before and after worship in the 
lounge. Look for Sher Watts Spooner by the little Christmas tree. Gifts are due back 
at church on Sunday, December 5. 
 

FUSH COOKIE BAKE – TAKING ORDERS NOW! 
Save yourself some holiday baking and support our Senior High youth group at the 
same time! Choose from holiday sugar cookies, Russian tea cookies, buckeye balls, 
and gingerbread biscotti.  There is also an option for an assorted box. Boxes are $7.50 
each and can be reserved at https://tinyurl.com/txjyfu6e. Please submit your orders 
by November 26. 
 

PARENTING CONVERSATION, NOV. 21 
Next week’s Parenting Conversation will focus on how to have a faithful and 
antiracist Thanksgiving celebration. Meet in the conference room at 9:45 a.m. 
 

COMMUNITY OF CONGREGATIONS MULTIFAITH THANKSGIVING, NOV. 21 
Community of Congregations will host a Multifaith Thanksgiving Service on 
November 21 at 7 p.m. at Grace Episcopal Church (924 Lake Street). Welcome Dr. 
David Ansel, author and health care advocate, who will share the work of West Side 
United. 
 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/txjyfu6e


 

WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED! 
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ. We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity 
while finding our unity in Christ. We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in membership & ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School. Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms from small group Bible studies to Sunday Morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 
CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship! Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary. We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery. Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting most Sundays at 
9:45 a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, 
praying, and creating. Visit firstunitedoakpark.com/youth-education or speak with 
Lydia Mulkey (lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 
MUSIC MINISTRIES 
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information, visit firstunitedoakpark.com/music-
ministries or contact Bill Chin (bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
FUJI (First United Junior High) and FUSH (First United Senior High) youth groups meet 
on Sunday evenings at 5 p.m. here at the church. Visit firstunitedoakpark.com/youth-
fellowship or contact Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more 
information. 
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an open community united in love & justice 
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