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An open community united in love and justice 
 



 
We are so glad you are with us in worship.  We are celebrating Christmas in 
our traditional way, with a few adaptations.  You are invited to sing our 
closing hymns, Silent Night and Joy to the World.  During the other carols, you 
are invited to listen to our choir and soloists sing these beloved songs. 
 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
GATHERING MUSIC                   Michael Surratt 
Christmas Carols arr. Helmut Walcha and Paul Manz       
 
WELCOME Lydia Mulkey 
We invite you to please sign the connections pew pad and pass it down the row. 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                  Alicia Reese 
A Christmas Creed from Latin America 

I believe in Jesus Christ and in the power of the Gospel which began in Bethlehem.  
I believe in the One whose spirit glorified a small village,  
of whose coming the shepherds saw the sign, and for whom there was no room in 
the inn.  
I believe in the One whose life changed the course of history,  
for whom the kings of the earth had no power, and who was not understood by the 
proud.  
I believe in the One to whom the poor, the oppressed, the discouraged, the 
afflicted, the sick, the blind and the leprous gave welcome and accepted as 
Savior.  
I believe in the One who, with love, changed the hearts of the proud, and with his 
life, showed that it is more important to serve than to be served, and that the 
greatest joy is in giving your life for others.  
I believe in peace, which means justice among all peoples and nations and love 
among all.  
I believe in reconciliation, forgiveness and the transforming power of the gospel.  
I believe that Christmas is strength and power,  
and that this world can change if, with humility and faith, we kneel before 
the manger.  
I believe that I must be the first one to do so.  Amen.  



  

CAROL -- O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL (VERSES 1-3)      Sanctuary Choir  

 
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE                       The Pollock Family 
Today we add to the candles of hope, peace, joy, and love.  
Today we light the Christ candle,  
And remember with joy that Christ has come into the world.  
Bearing hope for a world in turmoil,  
The Prince of Peace who walks amidst strife and violence,  
Spreading Joy to those who know too much of weeping,  
Born of the love that is at the heart of the mystery of God. 
Please join us in reading this prayer by Howard Thurman:   
  
I will light Candles this Christmas, 
Candles of joy despite all the sadness, 
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch, 
Candles of courage for fears ever present, 
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days, 
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens, 
Candles of love to inspire all my living, 
Candles that will burn all year long. 
 

The light has come into the world!  
The Christ candle is lit 
       
CAROL  
Angels We Have Heard on High arr. Stanley Thurston 
 
CHRISTMAS REFLECTION John Edgerton 
 

THE GOOD NEWS IN SCRIPTURE AND SONG 
FIRST LESSON – ISAIAH 9:2-7   
 
CAROL – THE FIRST NOWELL    
     



 
SECOND LESSON – LUKE 1:26-28   
 
CAROL – ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY          
 

THIRD LESSON – LUKE 2:1-7           
 

CAROL – ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY  
 

FOURTH LESSON – LUKE 2:8-16          
 

CALL TO THE OFFERING           
 

OFFERTORY – O HOLY NIGHT          Adriana Kopecka 
 

FIFTH LESSON – MATTHEW 2:1-12  
 
CAROL – WE THREE KINGS 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
A CHRISTMAS PRAYER          Alicia Reese 
 
LITURGICAL DANCE            Connor Cornelius and Sam Crouch 
Mary Did You Know? 
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
Once our candles are lit, we will make our way outside to sing our final two 
hymns while encircling the labyrinth. Please exit, in an orderly fashion, through one 
of the Lake Street doors or the patio door. You may bring your belongings with you 
or return to the sanctuary after the service. 
 

*LIGHTING OF CANDLES                    Lydia Mulkey 
Please take your lit candle to the labyrinth outside 



 
*CAROL – SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT 
Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright,  
Round yon virgin mother and child!  
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,  
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  
  
Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight,  
Glories stream from heaven afar,  
Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia;  
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.”  
  

Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light,  
 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face,  
With the dawn of redeeming grace,  
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.  
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION          Lydia Mulkey 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE – JOY TO THE WORLD! 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come:   
Let earth receive her king;   
Let every heart prepare Christ room,   
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,   
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.     
  

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns!   
Let all their songs employ;   
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains   
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,   
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.       

  
As you leave, please deposit your candles in the baskets and don’t forget to 

gather any belongings in the Sanctuary before departing. 
 

SENDING MUSIC                    Michael Surratt 
In Dulci Jubilo by  J. S. Bach          



 
LIVESTREAM AVAILABLE IN THE LOUNGE  

For anyone who would like a bit more space or would appreciate room to move around, 
our worship service is livestreamed into the lounge. Couches and other 

seating is available and anyone is welcome to make use of that space at any 
time during worship. 

 
RECOGNIZING THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Thank you to members of the Miller/Gehring family for reading our scripture this evening.  
Thank you to Susan Buchanan, Marilyn Giles, and Karin Pietrini, our Hospitality Volunteers, 

for their service at tonight’s Christmas Eve worship.  In addition, thank you to Pete Todd 
for his work with our livestream. Our volunteer teams are always open for those who wish 

to serve. To get connected with a volunteer team, contact the First United office 
(hvanderberg@firstunitedoakpark.com). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED! 
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. 
We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding 
our unity in Christ. We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to 
full inclusion of GLBTQ people in membership & ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School. Adult Education takes a variety of forms 
from small group Bible studies to Sunday Morning speaker series. Watch the Thursday 
EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 
CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship! Age-appropriate worship activities and books are 
available as you enter the sanctuary. We also offer safe, quality childcare and quiet play for 
children five and under in our nursery. Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting most Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, and 
creating. Visit firstunitedoakpark.com/youth-education or speak with Lydia Mulkey 
(lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 
MUSIC MINISTRIES 
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-19 has 
altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our worship 
experience. For more information, visit firstunitedoakpark.com/music-ministries or contact 
Bill Chin (bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 
YOUTH PROGRAMS 
FUJI (First United Junior High) and FUSH (First United Senior High) youth groups meet on 
Sunday evenings at 5 p.m. here at the church. Visit firstunitedoakpark.com/youth-
fellowship or contact Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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