
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
February 20, 2022 

 
 

 
 

An open community united in love and justice 
 
 



 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                        Michael Surratt 
Cantabile by César Franck 
 
WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP Meghan Premo-Hopkins  
 
*PASSING THE PEACE 
 
GATHERING MUSIC Sanctuary Choir 
Let Us Hope when Hope Seems Hopeless 
Let us hope when hope seems hopeless,  
when the dreams we dreamed have died.   
When the morning breaks in brightness, 
hunger shall be satisfied. 
One who sows the fields with weeping  
shall retrace the sorrowing way 
and rejoice in harvest bounty  
at the breaking of the day. 
 
Faith and hope in love’s compassion 
will survive though knowledge cease, 
though the tongues of joy fall silent, 
dull the words of prophecies. 
Faith shall see and trust its object;  
hope shall set its anchor sure; 
Love shall bloom in Love eternal. 
Faith and hope and love endure. 
 
Like a child outgrowing childhood, 
setting childhood things away, 
we will learn to live in freedom, 
in the life of God’s new day. 
Now we see as in a mirror. 
Then we shall see face to face, 



 
understand how love’s compassion 
blossoms through amazing Grace.   
 
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS & ASSURANCE OF LOVE                  John Edgerton 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE  Bill Chin & Michael Surratt 
Give Me a Clean Heart 
Give me a clean heart so I may serve you. 
God, fix my heart so that I may be used by you. 
For I’m not worthy of all these blessings. 
Give me a clean heart and I’ll follow you.   
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING - THE GOOD SAMARITAN                   Lydia Mulkey & All 
 
SCRIPTURE READING - ACTS 8:4-25 Alicia Reese 
     

SERMON - BETWEEN THE LINES: THE HOLY SPIRIT & HOPE 

 
SERMON RESPONSE                                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
We Will Take What You Offer by John Bell 
We will take what you offer, we will live by your word; 
We will love one another and be led by you, Lord. 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
STEWARDSHIP TESTIMONIAL                                              Christina Ricordati 
 
CALL TO THE OFFERING                             John Edgerton 
 
 
 
 
 



 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM        Sanctuary Choir 
I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (vv. 1-4)  
I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest; 
Lay down, O weary one, lay down your head upon my breast.” 
 
I came to Jesus as I was, so weary, worn, and sad, 
And there I found a resting place, where Jesus made me glad! 
 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give 
The living water; thirsty one, draw near, and drink, and live.” 
 

I came to Jesus, and I drank of that lifegiving stream; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I am redeemed. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER          Lydia Mulkey 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  

 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
     

*CLOSING HYMN                                                               Sanctuary Choir 
Amazing Grace (Black Hymnal no. 547, vv. 1, 3 & 4)  
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see. 
 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come; 
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 
 

My God has promised good to me, whose word my hope secures; 
God will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.   



 
*BLESSING                               Alicia Reese 
 
POSTLUDE                        Michael Surratt 
Finale from Symphonie pour orgue no. IV by Charles-Marie Widor 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

EVENTS AND UPDATES   

Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. We invite you to 
subscribe to receive our monthly “Messenger Bell” newsletter and our weekly “News 
& Events” eblast by visiting firstunitedoakpark.com. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) where we share our weekly newsletter and lots 
more!   
   
CHAPEL PRAYER WITH THE DEACONS  
Deacons will be in the chapel after worship today for those who would like a time of 
private prayer and anointing.  
  
SETTING UP YOUR PLEDGE IN REALM  
If you would like to complete your 2022-23 giving pledge electronically, but aren’t sure how 
to use the Realm system, Pledge Registrar Kelly Pollock will be in the lounge after worship 
on February 27.  We also have extra paper pledge cards available if you prefer to record 
your pledge manually.  
  
ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP  
Lent is closer than you think. We gather for Ash Wednesday worship on March 2 at 
6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary for a family-friendly service open to all. 
  
TELL ME THE TRUTH ABOUT RACISM  
Have you ever wanted to understand racism from the 
beginning?  Tell Me the Truth About Racism is an intergenerational 
Lenten event hosted by First United and St. Christopher’s Episcopal 
that frames the history of racism through the lens of our faith 
beginning with the creation and ending with the world as it is today.  The six-week 
series meets on Sunday evenings at 5 p.m. starting on March 6.  The first three 
sessions will meet at St. Christopher’s and then the series moves to First United.  To 
learn more and to register, please use the QR Code. We ask that you please register 
by February 27 to give us time to prepare!  
  
 
 



 
FOSTERING CONNECTION & SUPPORT  
Looking for a flexible way to connect with others?  Join our FCS group on Zoom, 
Thursday mornings from 10-11 a.m.  Join for the whole session or for as long as you 
would like to stay.   Here’s the link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83006056785.   
  
SAVE THE DATE – APRIL WOMEN’S RETREAT  
Save the date for the 2022 Women’s Retreat, Finding Community During Isolation 
and After, on April 29 and 30. This year, we are keeping our event local and will not 
have an overnight stay.  On Friday, we meet at Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church (600 
W. Fullerton, Chicago) and on Saturday we meet right here at First United.  We do 
ask that all attendees be fully vaccinated and boosted. Watch your email for 
registration information and reach out to co-chairs Jane Marker or Martina Reese if 
you have any questions.  
   
  
   
   
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83006056785


WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  

We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in membership & 
ministry.  
  

ADULT EDUCATION  
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings.  
  

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY  
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions.  
  

CHURCH SCHOOL  
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting most Sundays at 
9:45 a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, 
praying, and creating. Visit firstunitedoakpark.com/youth-education or speak with 
Lydia Mulkey (lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more.  
  

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information, visit firstunitedoakpark.com/music-
ministries or contact Bill Chin (bill@firstunitedoakpark.com).  
  

YOUTH PROGRAMS  
FUJI (First United Junior High) and FUSH (First United Senior High) youth groups meet 
on Sunday evenings at 5 p.m. here at the church. Visit firstunitedoakpark.com/youth-
fellowship or contact Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more 
information.  
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
848 Lake Street, Oak Park IL 60301 | 708.386.5215  
www.fierstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
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