
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
February 27, 2022 

 

 

 

 

An open community united in love and justice 

 

 



 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                        Michael Surratt 
Shall We Gather at the River by John Ferguson 
 

WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP John Edgerton 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
 

GATHERING MUSIC Sanctuary Choir 

Shall We Gather at the River  
Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod, 
with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 
Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river, 
Gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God.   
 

On the margin of the river, washing up its silver spray, 
we will walk and worship ever, all the happy golden day. 
Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river, 
Gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 
 

As we reach the shining river, lay we every burden down;  
grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown. 
Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river, 
Gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 
 

Soon we’ll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease; 
soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody of peace.   
Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river, 
Gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God.     
 

PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS     Alicia Reese 
 

*ASSURANCE OF LOVE 

 
 
 
 



 

 

MUSICAL RESPONSE Bill Chin & Michael Surratt 

Give Me a Clean Heart 
Give me a clean heart so I may serve you. 
God, fix my heart so that I may be used by you. 
For I’m not worthy of all these blessings. 
Give me a clean heart and I’ll follow you.   
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                      Meghan Premo-Hopkins 
 

SCRIPTURE READING – DEUTERONOMY 15                             John Edgerton 

 

SERMON – THE YEAR OF THE LORD’S FAVOR 

 

SERMON RESPONSE                                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
We Will Take What You Offer by John Bell 
We will take what you offer, we will live by your word; 
We will love one another and be led by you, Lord. 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
STEWARDSHIP TESTIMONIAL                                                        Marilee Castañeda 
 

PLEDGE CONFIRMATION                      John Edgerton 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM      Sanctuary Choir 
Now Is the Time Approaching  
Now is the time approaching, by prophets long foretold, 
when all shall dwell together, secure and manifold. 
Let war be learned no longer, let strife and tumult cease, 
all earth a blessed garden that God shall tend in peace.   
 
 



Let all that now divides us remove and pass away, 
like mists of early morning before the blaze of day. 
Let all that now unites us more sweet and lasting prove, 
a closer bond of union, in blessed lands of love.   
 

O long-expected dawning, come with your cheering ray! 
Yet shall the promise beckon and lead us not astray. 
O sweet anticipation!  It cheers the watchers on 
to pray, and hope, and labor till Christ’s new realm is come.   
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER        Alicia Reese 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  

 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                               Sanctuary Choir 
Amazing Grace (Black Hymnal no. 547, vv. 1, 3 & 4)  
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see. 
 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come; 
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 
 

My God has promised good to me, whose word my hope secures; 
God will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.   
 

*BLESSING                            Alicia Reese 
 
 
 



 

POSTLUDE                          Michael Surratt 
Allegro maestoso from Water Music by G. F. Handel 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Deacons will be in the chapel after worship today for those who would like a time of 

private prayer and anointing. 

 

 



 

EVENTS AND UPDATES   

Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. We invite you to 
subscribe to receive our monthly “Messenger Bell” newsletter and our weekly “News 
& Events” eblast by visiting firstunitedoakpark.com. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) where we share our weekly newsletter and lots 
more!   
   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TELL ME THE TRUTH ABOUT RACISM  
Have you ever wanted to understand racism from the 
beginning?  Tell Me the Truth About Racism is an intergenerational 
Lenten event hosted by First United and St. Christopher’s Episcopal 
that frames the history of racism through the lens of our faith 
beginning with the creation and ending with the world as it is 
today.  The six-week series meets on Sunday evenings at 5 p.m. starting on March 
6.  The first three sessions will meet at St. Christopher’s and then the series moves 
to First United.  To learn more and to register, please use the QR Code. We ask that 
you please register by February 27 to give us time to prepare!  



  

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
Today is the official close of our 2022-23 Annual Gift Campaign. You will find a pledge 
card in today’s bulletin, and we encourage you to confirm your pledge plan now. If 
you need more time, please note that message on the card. In reflecting on 
Overflowing Blessings, we are reminded of God’s presence in our lives and in every 
corner of our church. Thank you for your generous gifts today and in the year ahead.  
 

DINNER & A MOVIE, MARCH 11 
Join us for a showing of “Driveways” on March 11 at 7 p.m. in the lounge. When 8-
year-old Cody travels cross-country with his mom to clean out her late sister's house, 
he's ready for adventure. But little does he know that it will take the form of a 
friendship with the grouchy Korean War veteran next door. RSVP to Liz Swan at 708-
567-3490.  Please note that we will not have the dinner portion while Covid protocols 
are in place.  
 

ADULT EDUCATION RESUMES MARCH 20 
Our March Adult Education series, “The First Immigrants: The Bible’s Oldest 
Migration Narratives,” will begin on March 20.  As we look to the stories of Israel’s 
ancestors in the Book of Genesis.  Our aim is to understand the experience of 
immigration in the Bible, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, to think about 
how biblical perspectives on immigration might influence our experience and views 
of it today. We meet at 9:45 in Centennial Hall.  Watch upcoming eblasts for more 
information. 
 

FOSTERING CONNECTION & SUPPORT  
Looking for a flexible way to connect with others?  Join our FCS group on Zoom, 
Thursday mornings from 10-11 a.m.  Join for the whole session or for as long as you 
would like to stay.   Here’s the link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83006056785.   
  

SAVE THE DATE – APRIL WOMEN’S RETREAT  
Save the date for the 2022 Women’s Retreat, Finding Community During Isolation 
and After, on April 29 and 30. On Friday, we meet at Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church 
(600 W. Fullerton, Chicago) and on Saturday we meet right here at First United.  We 
do ask that all attendees be fully vaccinated and boosted. Watch your email for 
registration information and reach out to co-chairs Jane Barker or Martina Reese if 
you have any questions.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83006056785


   

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 

848 Lake Street, Oak Park IL 60301 | 708.386.5215  
www.fierstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 


