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An open community united in love and justice 
 



 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                      Michael Surratt 
Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen 
African-American Spiritual, arr.  Marianne Kim 
 

WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP      Alicia Reese 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE                                                      
 

WELCOME & PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS                      Lydia Mulkey 
Congregational Covenant 
We welcome you into this community and promise to journey together with 
you in faith. We offer ourselves as sisters and brothers in Christ, committing 
ourselves to care for one another. We offer ourselves as partners in 
ministry and mission, working to further God’s work everywhere. We offer 
ourselves as companions, joining each other as the Body of Christ, growing 
together in Christian faith and practice. By God’s grace we share this 
covenant in the name of Jesus Christ, who calls us to gather in God’s name.  
 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                         Sanctuary Choir  
 Jesu Tawa Pano                                                                                      & Congregation     
                                                                                                            Peter Todd, drum 
The Choir will sing first in Shona.  The Congregation is invited to join in 
English.                                                



                                                                                                             
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                             John Edgerton 
*ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                   Sanctuary Choir 
Peace Be with You 
Peace be with you, and with all of us.  Amen. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                            Alicia Reese &  
                                                                                                        Meghan Premo-Hopkins  
SCRIPTURE READING – ACTS 8                                                                   
     
SERMON    Lydia Mulkey 

 
SERMON RESPONSE                                                                          Sanctuary Choir                               
Amen, Siyakudumisa 
Amen, siyakudumisa, amen, bawo.   
Amen, sing praises to God, O praise God’s name. 
 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
CALL TO THE OFFERING                                                    Meghan Premo-Hopkins 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                        Sanctuary Choir 
We Shall Not Give Up the Fight (Black Hymnal no. 437) 
We shall not give up the fight, we have only started,  
we have only started, we have only started.   
we shall not give up the fight, we have only started,  
we have only started, we have only started. 
 
Together we’ll have victory, hand holding hand, . . .  



 
Never, ever put to flight, we’re bound to win, we’re bound to win, . . .  
 
We shall not give up the fight, we have only started, . . . 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER       John Edgerton 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
CLOSING HYMN                                                              Sanctuary Choir 
Siyahamba (Black Hymnal no. 526)                                                 & Congregation 
Siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’, siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’.  
(2x) 
Siyahamba, Oo, siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’.  (2x) 
 
We are marching in the light of God, we are marching in the light of God.   
We are marching, Oo, we are marching in the light of God.   
 
*BLESSING                                                                                            Lydia Mulkey 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                   Michael Surratt 
Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho,  
African-American Spiritual arr.  Marianne Kim 
 
   
 
 
 
 



NOTES ON TODAY’S SERVICE 
As an intentional practice this Lent, we are fasting from the white voices that are so 
common in worship and lifting up the voices of black people, indigenous people and 
people of color.   
 
The image on the bulletin cover is from the series “Icons of the Bible” by 
photographer James C. Lewis.  The series, released in October of 2014, depicts some 
of the most famous biblical figures exclusively as people of color. Read more at 
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/characters-from-bible-really-look-like-
_n_5281519 .  Image © 2014 James C. Lewis. Used by artist’s permission. 
 
Jesu Tawa Pano is a gathering song from Zimbabwe, written by Patrick Matsikenyiri, 
who was one of that country’s leading church musicians. The choir sings it first in the 
Shona language. Our offertory music, We Shall Not Give Up the Fight, is a South 
African freedom song. 
 
Today's Prelude and Postlude come from a collection of "Jazz Hymns and Spiritual 
Songs" arranged by Chicago‑based composer, pianist, organist, and harpsichordist 
Marianne Kim (b. 1972). Ms. Kim has published over 370 titles in a wide diversity of 
musical styles, including classical, jazz, Broadway musicals, R&B, and gospel, 
alongside traditional and contemporary church music. Born and raised in Korea, she 
studied piano and composition at Pusan High School of Arts and earned a bachelor’s 
degree in composition at Pusan National University. After working professionally for 
over a decade in the United States, she returned to school and earned dual master’s 
degrees in jazz studies and organ performance from Northern Illinois University. I 
was delighted to find this volume of African-American spirituals arranged by a 
Korean-American composer to add to the diverse collection of music we are offering 
in worship services this month. --  Michael Surratt 
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EVENTS AND UPDATES   

Below is a sampling of the news and events at First United. We invite you to subscribe 
to receive our monthly “Messenger Bell” newsletter and our weekly “News & Events” 
eblast by visiting firstunitedoakpark.com. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) where we share our weekly newsletter and lots 
more!   
 

LIVESTREAM AVAILABLE IN THE LOUNGE   
For anyone who would like a bit more space or would appreciate room to 
move around, our worship service is livestreamed into the lounge. Couches and 
other seating is available and anyone is welcome to make use of that space at any 
time during worship.  
 
CHAPEL CHECK-IN WITH THE DEACONS 
Following worship, you can find deacons in the chapel. The chapel time and space is 
for you. It can be used for prayer, conversation, fellowship. They will gladly welcome 
you in and look forward to getting to know you more. 
 
NOMINATIONS FOR 2022-2023 
The Nominating Team invites you to join in the work, mission, and governance of our 
church, First United. We are currently taking self-nominations and other nominations 
for Elders and Deacons as well as recruiting interested folks for our various church 
teams. To get involved, please visit https://forms.gle/oSAU2U2zEwGAnFuN9. After 
you complete the form, a member of the Nominating Team will contact you to 
discuss your interests and determine the next steps. Please submit your suggestions 
no later than Friday, March 25th.  
 
ADULT EDUCATION CONTINUES MARCH 27 
Our March Adult Education series, “The First Immigrants: The Bible’s Oldest 
Migration Narratives,” continues next week.  The language of migration in the Bible 
has been obscured by vague and misleading translations, so our focus in this session 
will be on the Hebrew verb gûr and on the translation of it for the first time as “to 
live as an immigrant” in the Common English Bible.  We meet at 9:45 in Centennial 
Hall and we also have a Zoom option. Watch upcoming eblasts for the Zoom link. 
 

https://forms.gle/oSAU2U2zEwGAnFuN9


 
MESSY CHURCH, MARCH 27 
Join the Children’s Ministry Team for a special event on March 27 at 9:45 a.m. Come 
to the gym to explore the church season of Lent with paint, playdough, and 
sequins!  As a family, you will move together through five stations to help you think 
about how we prepare for Easter. The adults of our children’s ministry team will be 
there to help, but this is a “bring your own grownup” event. 
 
OVERFLOWING BLESSINGS - 2022-2023 STEWARDSHIP 
Have you submitted your Pledge or Gift Plan for the upcoming church year? As you 
consider what you intend to give to the church in the next fiscal year, please know 
that our combined gifts become faith shared with children, space providing food for 
hungry families, and worship that inspires our church community. Online 
confirmation of your pledge may be completed through our Realm program, or mail 
your pledge card to the church. Please respond in a day or two. Also, you are invited 
to pick up your First United coffee mug in the lounge as a reminder that “MY CUP 
OVERFLOWS.”  
 
FOSTERING CONNECTION & SUPPORT  
Looking for a flexible way to connect with others?  Join our FCS group on Zoom, 
Thursday mornings from 10-11 am.  Join for the whole session or for as long as you 
would like to stay.   Here’s the link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83006056785.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83006056785


WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED! 
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday eblast for the latest offerings. 
 
CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting most Sundays at 
9:45 a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, 
praying, and creating. Visit firstunitedoakpark.com/youth-education or speak with 
Lydia Mulkey (lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 
MUSIC MINISTRIES 
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information, visit firstunitedoakpark.com/music-
ministries or contact Bill Chin (bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 
YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH, 7TH & 8TH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH, 9TH-12TH) 
Youth groups typically meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. 
Occasionally we have other programming that takes us off site. Contact Alicia Reese 
(areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for the current plan or more information. 
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