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An open community united in love and justice 

 

 



 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                      Michael Surratt 
Lotus Blossom by Billy Strayhorn 

 

WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP Meghan Premo-Hopkins 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE                                                      
Please greet those you may not know!  And remain standing for the gathering 
music. 
 

 GATHERING MUSIC                                                                         Sanctuary Choir  
 Wakantanka Taku Nitawa                                                                    & Congregation                                                         
 
The Choir will sing first in Dakota.  The Congregation is invited to join in English.    
  
Wakantanka taku nitawa tankaya qa ota; 
Mahpiya kin eyahnake ca, 
maka kin he duowanca, 
Mniowanca sbeya wanke cin, hena oyakihi. 
 
Many and great, O God, are your works, Maker of earth and sky; 
Your hands have set the heavens with stars, 
your fingers spread the mountains and plains. 
Lo, at your word the waters were formed; deep seas obey your voice. 
 
Grant unto us communion with you, O star-abiding One; 
Come unto us and dwell with us: 
With you are found the gifts of life.    
Bless us with life that has no end, eternal life with you.   
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                Alicia Reese 
A Prayer for America by Lisa Sharon Harper 
 



TIME OF SILENCE   
 

MUSICAL RESPONSE  Sanctuary Choir 
Peace Be with You 

Peace be with you, and with all of us.  Amen. 
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                             Lydia Mulkey  
 

SCRIPTURE READING – MARK 7                                                              John Edgerton 

 

SERMON – EVEN CHRIST 
 

SERMON RESPONSE                                                                          Sanctuary Choir                               
Amen, Siyakudumisa 
Amen, siyakudumisa, amen, bawo.   
Amen, sing praises to God, O praise God’s name. 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
CALL TO THE OFFERING                                                                      John Edgerton 
PCUSA Disaster Relief for Ukraine      

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                        Sanctuary Choir 
Bambelela 
Bambelela, oh, bambelela. 
Never give up, no, never give up. 
 

 
 
 

 



 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER            Alicia Reese 
Reconciliation Soup by Osheta Moore 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  

 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
CLOSING HYMN                                                              Sanctuary Choir 
Standing in the Need of Prayer (Black Hymnal no.  519)             & Congregation 
Not my brother, nor my sister, but it’s me, O God, 
standing in the need of prayer; 
Not my brother, nor my sister, but it’s me, O God,  
standing in the need of prayer. 
It’s me, it’s me, O God, standing in the need of prayer, 
It’s me, it’s me, O God, standing in the need of prayer. 
 
Not the preacher, nor the deacon, but it’s me, . . . 
 
Not my father, nor my mother, but it’s me, . . . 
 
Not the stranger, nor my neighbor, but it’s me, . . . 
 

*BLESSING                                                                                            Lydia Mulkey 

 

POSTLUDE                                                                                   Michael Surratt 
I Woke Up This Morning, African-American Spiritual arr. by David Kidwell  
                 
 



NOTES ON TODAY’S SERVICE 
As an intentional practice this Lent, we are fasting from the white voices that are so common 
in worship and lifting up the voices of black people, indigenous people and people of color.   
 

The image on the bulletin cover is from the series “Icons of the Bible” by photographer 
James C. Lewis. Used by artist’s permission.  Read more at 
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/characters-from-bible-really-look-like-_n_5281519. 
 

Today’s Prelude is by Billy Strayhorn (1915 – 1967), an African-American jazz composer, 
pianist, lyricist, and arranger, who wrote the famous “Take the A Train.” Born in Dayton, 
Ohio, Strayhorn studied music at the Pittsburgh Music Institute. Though classical music was 
Strayhorn's first love, his ambition to become a classical composer was stymied by the 
prejudice against black musicians in the mostly white world of classical music. After being 
introduced to the work of jazz pianists Art Tatum and Teddy Wilson, Strayhorn was inspired 
to work in jazz.  He collaborated with Duke Ellington for nearly three decades and was an 
important influence on Lena Horne.  A committed friend to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., he 
arranged and conducted "King Fit the Battle of Alabama" for the Ellington Orchestra in 1963 
for the historical revue (and album) My People, dedicated to King and presented in 
Chicago as part of the Century of Negro Progress Exposition in 1963.   
 

The Gathering Music, Wakantanka Taku Nitawa, is the Native American hymn better known 
as Many and Great, sung by the Dakota people and based on Jeremiah 10:12-13. Our 
Offertory music is Bambelela, a South African song from the township of Gugulethu, sung 
in Xhosa and English. It was originally an apartheid-era protest song, but is now used in 
worship settings and also in the fight against HIV/AIDS. The final hymn, Standing in the Need 
of Prayer (Not My Brother, Nor My Sister), is an African-American spiritual included in 
James Weldon Johnson’s 1925 collection, The Book of American Negro Spirituals. 
 

LISA SHARON HARPER 
Lisa Sharon Harper leads trainings, around the world, that increase 
clergy and community leaders’ capacity to organize people of faith 
toward a just world. A prolific speaker, writer and activist, Ms. Harper is 
the founder and president of FreedomRoad.us, a consulting group 
dedicated to shrinking the narrative gap in our nation by designing 
forums and experiences that bring common understanding, common 
commitment and common action. She is also the author of several 

books and in 2015, The Huffington Post named her one of 50 powerful women religious 
leaders to celebrate on International Women’s Day. 

 
 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/characters-from-bible-really-look-like-_n_5281519


OSHETA MOORE 
Osheta Moore is a pastor who is convinced God has a sense of humor. She 
is the author of Shalom Sistas: Living Wholeheartedly in a Brokenhearted 
World and Dear White Peacemakers: Dismantling Racism with Grit and 
Grace. Osheta describes herself as an ESFJ mama who loves parties, people, 
and popcorn with red wine. She loves Jesus a lot and cusses...a little. And 
she’s an optimistic cookbook reader, a hopeless romantic, and a goofball 
with a little bit of sass.  
 

 

EVENTS AND UPDATES   

Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. We invite you to 
subscribe to receive our monthly “Messenger Bell” newsletter and our weekly “News 
& Events” eblast by visiting firstunitedoakpark.com. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) where we share our weekly newsletter and lots 
more!   
 

SUPPORT THE PRESBYTERIAN RELIEF EFFORTS IN UKRAINE 
Many of us are looking for ways to have an impact on the ongoing crisis in Ukraine. 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is providing funding to trusted partners on the 
ground in Ukraine. To learn more about PDA's work in Ukraine and to make a 
donation, please visit pda.pcusa.org/situation/ukraine/    
 

ADULT EDUCATION RESUMES MARCH 20 
Our March Adult Education series, “The First Immigrants: The Bible’s Oldest 
Migration Narratives,” will begin on March 20.  As we look to the stories of Israel’s 
ancestors in the Book of Genesis, our aim is to understand the experience of 
immigration in the Bible and to think about how biblical perspectives on immigration 
might influence our experience and views of it today. We meet at 9:45 in Centennial 
Hall.  Watch upcoming eblasts for more information. 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES WITH FIRST UNITED AND HOUSING FORWARD 
Housing Forward has opened a shelter at Good Shepherd Lutheran on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays in March and April and we are working to help. Here's 
where you come in: 

• Joanne Despotes is forming a team to help provide shelter and 15 bagged 
breakfasts on select Thursdays (March 10 and 24 and April 14 and 28). Call or 

https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/ukraine/


email Joanne (708-209-1377; jdespotes@gmail.com) for more info or to 
volunteer. 

• Lois Love is organizing volunteers to provide 15 bagged lunches for the shelter 
at least four times (two in March and two in April). Click here to see what is 
needed and then connect with Lois (lois@thiessenlove.com) to sign up. 

 

MESSY CHURCH, MARCH 27 
Join us at 9:45 a.m. in the gym on March 27 for a special event sponsored by the 
children’s ministry team! Come and explore the church season of Lent with paint, 
playdough, and sequins!  As a family, you will move together through 5 stations to 
help you think about how we prepare for Easter. The adults of our children’s ministry 
team will be there to help, but this is a “bring your own grownup” event. 
 

FOSTERING CONNECTION & SUPPORT  
Looking for a flexible way to connect with others?  Join our FCS group on Zoom, 
Thursday mornings from 10-11 a.m.  Join for the whole session or for as long as you 
would like to stay.   Here’s the link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83006056785.   
  

APRIL WOMEN’S RETREAT – REGISTRATION IS OPEN 
Registration is now open for the 2022 Women’s Retreat, Finding 
Community During Isolation and After, on April 29 and 30. On 
Friday, we meet at Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church (600 W. 
Fullerton, Chicago) and on Saturday we meet right here at First 
United.  We do ask that all attendees be fully vaccinated and 
boosted. Use the QR code to access the registration page and 
reach out to Martina Reese if you have any questions.  
 

FUSH SUMMER RETREAT/WORK CAMP 
It’s back!  In June, our high school youth will travel to Camp Westminster in 
Roscommon, Michigan, to help the camp prepare for their summer 
season. This year, we will both work and retreat as our youth take 
time to reconnect with their community and tend to their spiritual, 
emotional, and mental well begin.  Use the QR code to visit the 
registration page to learn more.  
 

WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED! 

mailto:jdespotes@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OR6Cxg4TCnxSlcxxYVcX4VIqjYW5rZSVco5Rp1EkpxQ/edit#gid=0
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We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in membership & ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting most Sundays at 
9:45 a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, 
praying, and creating. Visit firstunitedoakpark.com/youth-education or speak with 
Lydia Mulkey (lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES 
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information, visit firstunitedoakpark.com/music-
ministries or contact Bill Chin (bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
FUJI (First United Junior High) and FUSH (First United Senior High) youth groups are 
participating in the Tell Me the Truth About Racism Lenten series. Please meet at St. 
Christopher’s Church (545 S. East Ave.) at 5 pm on 3/13 & 3/20. Contact Alicia Reese 
(areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) to register or for more information on our youth 
programs! 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 

848 Lake Street, Oak Park IL 60301 | 708.386.5215  
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark  
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