
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
March 27, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An open community united in love and justice 

 



 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

PRELUDE                                                                                         Michael Surratt 
Deep River             African-American Spiritual, arr.  Marianne Kim 

WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP      Lydia Mulkey 

 
*PASSING THE PEACE                                                      

 
GATHERING MUSIC                                                                     Sanctuary Choir & 
Savior God Above (Black Hymnal no. 602)                                          Congregation 

Savior God above, God almighty, God of love, 
please look down and see my people through.   
 
I believe that God put sun and moon up in the sky. 
I don’t mind the gray skies, ‘cause they’re just clouds passing by.  R/ 
 
Heaven is a goodness time, a brighter light on high.  
Love you neighbor as yourself, and have a brighter by and by.  R/ 
 
I believe God is now, was then, and always will be. 
With God’s blessing we can make it through eternity.    R/ 
 
 

PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                             Lydia Mulkey 
 
*ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                   Sanctuary Choir 
Peace Be with You 

Peace be with you, and with all of us.  Amen. 

 



LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                     Meghan Premo-Hopkins & 
                                                                                                                               Alicia Reese 
                                                                              

BAPTISM 
  

SCRIPTURE READING – SONG OF SOLOMON 1                                    John Edgerton 
     

SERMON         

 

SERMON RESPONSE                                                                          Sanctuary Choir                               
Amen, Siyakudumisa 
Amen, siyakudumisa, amen, bawo.   
Amen, sing praises to God, O praise God’s name. 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
CALL TO THE OFFERING                                                                      John Edgerton 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                        Sanctuary Choir 
Total Praise by Richard Smallwood 
Lord, I will lift mine eyes to the hills,  
knowing my help is coming from You;  
Your peace You give me in time of the storm.  
You are the source of my strength;  
you are the strength of my life.  
I lift my hands in total praise to You.  Amen. (Psalm 121) 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER               Alicia Reese 
A compilation of prayers from Samoa, W.E.B. Du Bois, and the Lakota people.  
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  

 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
CLOSING HYMN                                                           Sanctuary Choir & 
                                                                                                                   Congregation 
                                                                                                  Sandy Jefferson, leader 
I’ve Got a Feeling (Black Hymnal no. 458)                                           
I’ve got a feeling, everything is gonna be all right.         
O I’ve got a feeling, everything is gonna be all right. 
O I’ve got a feeling, everything is gonna be all right,  
be all right, be all right, be all right. 
 
Jesus already told me, everything is gonna be all right. . . . 
 
The Spirit has confirmed it, everything is gonna be all right. . . . 

 
*BLESSING                                                                       Meghan Premo-Hopkins 

 
POSTLUDE                                                                                   Michael Surratt 
Blessed Assurance  
American Gospel Hymn, text by Fanny J. Crosby, tune by Phoebe P. Knapp,  
arranged by Marianne Kim 

 

 



NOTES ON TODAY’S SERVICE 
As an intentional practice this Lent, we are fasting from the white voices that are so 
common in worship and lifting up the voices of black people, indigenous people and 
people of color.   
 

The image on the bulletin cover is from the series “Icons of the Bible” by 
photographer James C. Lewis.  The series, released in October of 2014, depicts some 
of the most famous biblical figures exclusively as people of color. Read more at 
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/characters-from-bible-really-look-like-
_n_5281519 .  Image © 2014 James C. Lewis. Used by artist’s permission. 
 

Today's Prelude and Postlude come from a collection of "Jazz Hymns and Spiritual 

Songs" arranged by Chicago‑based composer Marianne Kim (b. 1972), who has 

published over 370 titles in a wide diversity of musical styles. Born and raised in Korea, 

she studied piano and composition at Pusan High School of Arts and earned a 

bachelor’s degree in composition at Pusan National University. After working 

professionally for over a decade in the United States, she returned to school and 

earned dual master’s degrees in jazz studies and organ performance from Northern 

Illinois University.  
 

The spiritual Deep River was first mentioned in print in 1867, when it was published 
in the first edition of The Story of the Jubilee Singers: With Their Songs, by J. B. T. 
Marsh. By 1917, when Harry Burleigh had completed several arrangements, the song 
had become very popular in recitals. It has been called "perhaps the best known and 
best-loved spiritual." Marian Anderson recorded a version of the song in 1923, Paul 
Robeson recorded it in 1927, Tommy Dorsey in 1941, Mahalia Jackson in 1964, and 
Barbra Streisand in 1997. An operatic adaptation of the spiritual was sung by Denyce 
Graves at the memorial service for Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg on September 25, 
2020. 
The lyrics of the American Gospel Hymn Blessed Assurance were written in 1873 by 
blind hymn writer Fanny Crosby to the tune written in the same year by Phoebe 
Knapp. The hymn appeared in the July 1873 issue of Palmer's Guide to Holiness and 
Revival Miscellany, a magazine printed by Dr. and Mrs. W. C. Palmer in New York City. 
The author of 8000 hymns, Fanny Crosby was probably the most prolific hymn writer 
of all time.  
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EVENTS AND UPDATES   

Below is a sampling of the news and events at First United. We invite you to subscribe 
to receive our monthly “Messenger Bell” newsletter and our weekly “News & Events” 
eblast by visiting firstunitedoakpark.com. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) where we share our weekly newsletter and lots 
more!   
 

LIVESTREAM AVAILABLE IN THE LOUNGE   
For anyone who would like a bit more space or would appreciate room to 
move around, our worship service is livestreamed into the lounge. Couches and 
other seating is available and anyone is welcome to make use of that space at any 
time during worship.  
 

CHAPEL CHECK-IN WITH THE DEACONS 
Following worship, you can find deacons in the chapel. The chapel time and space is 
for you. It can be used for prayer, conversation, fellowship. They will gladly welcome 
you in and look forward to getting to know you more. 
 

LIMITED OFFICE HOURS THIS WEEK 
During Spring Break (March 28-April 1), the church will be open from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
daily. If you need to come by at a different time, please call the office and speak with 
Financial Administrator Shirley Kyle to make an appointment at a time when she will 
be available to let you into the building. 
 

NOMINATIONS FOR 2022-2023  
The Nominating Team invites you to join in the work, mission, and governance of our 
church, First United. We are currently taking self-nominations and other nominations 
for Elders and Deacons as well as recruiting interested folks for our various church 
teams. To get involved, please visit https://forms.gle/oSAU2U2zEwGAnFuN9. After 
you complete the form, a member of the Nominating Team will contact you to 
discuss your interests and determine the next steps. Please submit your suggestions 
no later than Friday, April 1.   
 

TELL ME THE TRUTH ABOUT RACISM TONIGHT AT FIRST UNITED 
This intergenerational Lenten series exploring the history and impacts of racism 
moves to First United for the next three sessions.  Join us in Centennial Hall tonight 

https://forms.gle/oSAU2U2zEwGAnFuN9


at 5 p.m. for a soup supper followed by tonight’s story and discussion. We end our 
session coming back together for a brief worship before dismissing at 6:45 p.m. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION CONTINUES APRIL 3 
Our March Adult Education series, “The First Immigrants: The Bible’s Oldest 
Migration Narratives,” will continue on April 3.  While all of Israel’s ancestors in 
Genesis share the experience of immigration, Abraham is often viewed as the 
archetypal immigrant, and so we will take a closer look at his experiences of 
immigration by studying together the details of Genesis stories about him.  We meet 
at 9:45 in Centennial Hall and on YouTube. Watch the upcoming eblast for the 
YouTube link. 
 

DINNER & A MOVIE, APRIL 8 – DINNER RETURNS! 
Join us in the lounge on April 8 for a showing of “Summer of Soul (...Or, When the 
Revolution Could Not Be Televised).” In his filmmaking debut, Ahmir "Questlove" 
Thompson presents a powerful and transporting documentary -- part music film, part 
historical record -- created around an epic event that celebrated Black history, 
culture and fashion. Over the course of six weeks in the summer of 1969, just one 
hundred miles south of Woodstock, the Harlem Cultural Festival was filmed in Mount 
Morris Park (now Marcus Garvey Park). The footage, largely forgotten, shines a light 
on the importance of history to our spiritual well-being and stands as a testament to 
the healing power of music during times of unrest, both past and present. Dinner at 
6:00 ($5 donation), movie at 6:30 (free). Call Liz Swan 708-567-3490 to RSVP. 
 

HUNGER WALKATHON WEST 

Grab the kids and join the First United CROP Walk Team! On May 1 at 1 p.m., team 
members will be walking a circuit from First United around the neighborhood in 
solidarity with those who must walk long distances to get water or wait in line for 
food at a pantry. Team members are asked to raise money by asking their friends and 
families to sponsor their efforts.  Walk, raise money and/or donate!  See Joanne 
Despotes in the lounge before or after church or go to crophungerwalk.org/oakparkil 
and find the First United Team. 
 

FOSTERING CONNECTION & SUPPORT  
Looking for a flexible way to connect with others?  Join our FCS group on Zoom, 
Thursday mornings from 10-11 am.  Join for the whole session or for as long as you 
would like to stay.   Here’s the link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83006056785.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83006056785


WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED! 
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting most Sundays at 
9:45 a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, 
praying, and creating. Visit firstunitedoakpark.com/youth-education or speak with 
Lydia Mulkey (lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES 
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information, visit firstunitedoakpark.com/music-
ministries or contact Bill Chin (bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH, 7TH & 8TH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH, 9TH-12TH) 

3/27 we will meet at 5 pm here at First United for our Lenten series, Tell Me the Truth 
About Racism. The final weeks of this series (3/27, 4/3, 4/10) all take place at First 
United. The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the 
church. Contact Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 

848 Lake Street, Oak Park IL 60301 | 708.386.5215  
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
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