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An open community united in love and justice 
 
 
 



PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                      Michael Surratt 
Grand Dialogue from the Second Book of Pieces for Organ by Louis Marchand 
 
WELCOME                                                                       Meghan Premo-Hopkins 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP-LUKE 24, ADAPTED 
One:  On the first day of the week, at early dawn, Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 

Mary the mother of James, and the other women who had come with 
Jesus from Galilee came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had 
prepared.  

All:  They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they 
went in, they did not find the body.  

One:  While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two figures in dazzling 
clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their 
faces to the ground, but they said to the women: 

All:  ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but 
has risen.  

 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN                                                        Sanctuary Choir 
Christ Rose Up from the Dead  (Black Hymnal no. 239)               & Congregation                                                  
Refrain:  Christ rose, Christ rose, Christ rose up from the dead, and God’s 
grace will bear my spirit home. 
 
They crucified my Savior upon a common cross, . . . 
And Joseph begged his body, and laid it in the tomb, . . . 
An angel came from heaven and rolled away the stone, . . . 
O, Mary, she came running and found an empty tomb, . . . 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE                                                         Meghan Premo-Hopkins 
 
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                               Lydia Mulkey 
 



ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                   Sanctuary Choir 
Halle, Halle                                
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                                   Lydia Mulkey 
                                                   
SCRIPTURE READING – ISAIAH 55:1-11, 12:2-6                      John Edgerton 
 
SERMON              WHAT DOES THE RESURRECTION MEAN? 
    
*HYMN RESPONSE                                                                          Sanctuary Choir 
The Strife Is O’er  (Black Hymnal no. 242)                     & Congregation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
The strife is o’er, the battle done,  
the victory of life is won; 
The song of triumph has begun.  Alleluia! 
 
The powers of death have done their worst, 
but Christ their legions has dispersed: 
Let shouts of holy joy outburst.  Alleluia! 
 
The three sad days are quickly sped, 
Christ rises glorious from the dead:  
All glory to our risen Head!  Alleluia! 
 
Christ, by your wounds on Calvary 
from death’s dread sting your servants free, 
That we may live eternally.  Alleluia! 
 
 
 



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
CALL TO THE OFFERING                                                                          Alicia Reese 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                                  Sanctuary Choir  
Christ, the Victorious by Norah Duncan IV 
Christ the Victorious, conquered death; 
no grave could hold his rising breath. 
Sing alleluia! 
 

Christ burst the chains that bound our grave 
and freed the earth he came to save. 
Sing alleluia! 
 

Free now to live, with Christ we rise! 
God’s Paschal Lamb brought death’s demise! 
Sing alleluia! 
 

Praise to the Spirit! Praise the Lamb! 
Sing praise to God, the great I AM! 
Sing alleluia! 
 

*COMMUNION                                         John Edgerton   
If you are seated in the back half of the sanctuary, please receive communion 
from one of the two stations at the back. If you prefer to remain seated, please 
raise your hand and someone will bring you communion. Gluten-free 
communion is located by the baptismal font.  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER               Alicia Reese 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.  



 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                    Sanctuary Choir 
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today (Black Hymnal no. 233)                 & Congregation                                                                 
Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 
Mortal tongues and angels say:  Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, glad heavens, and earth reply:  Alleluia! 
 

Let the Victor’s people sing, Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now your sting?  Alleluia! 
Dying once, Christ lives to save, Alleluia! 
Where your victory, O grave?  Alleluia! 
 

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!   
Death in vain forbids Christ rise, Alleluia! 
God has opened paradise, Alleluia! 
 

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 
Made like Christ, like Christ we rise, Alleluia! 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!   
 
*BLESSING                                                                                     John Edgerton 
 
*SUNG BENEDICTION                                                                  Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                       Michael Surratt 
Toccata from Symphony for Organ no. 5 by Charles-Marie Widor 
                                  
 

 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES   

Below is a sampling of the news and events at First United. We invite you to subscribe 
to receive our monthly “Messenger Bell” newsletter and our weekly “News & Events” 
eblast by visiting firstunitedoakpark.com. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) where we share our weekly newsletter and lots 
more!   
 

LIVESTREAM AVAILABLE IN THE LOUNGE   
For anyone who would like a bit more space or would appreciate room to 
move around, our worship service is livestreamed into the lounge. Couches and 
other seating is available and anyone is welcome to make use of that space at any 
time during worship.  
 

CHAPEL CHECK-IN WITH THE DEACONS 
Following worship, you can find deacons in the chapel. The chapel time and space is 
for you. It can be used for prayer, conversation, fellowship. They will gladly welcome 
you in and look forward to getting to know you more. 
 
CELEBRATE THE QUEST CLASS OF 2020 NEXT SUNDAY 
It has been a long road for our Quest Class of 2020 as they studied and cared for each 
other through the pandemic.  Fortunately, it’s never too late to celebrate!  Join us in 
worship next Sunday (April 24) as we have our Quest 2020 Confirmation Celebration. 
 
ADULT ED SERIES EXTENDED: MORE IMMIGRATION STORIES AND DISCUSSION   
In response to requests from church members for "more time with Ted," Dr. Ted 
Heibert will return for more stories and discussion. Join us from 4-5 p.m. on April 21 
and 28 in the Veterans Meeting Room at the Oak Park Public Library. Please come 
with the questions and comments that time did not permit during the previous 
sessions.  
 
TELL ME THE TRUTH ABOUT RACISM RESCHEDULED TO APRIL 24   
Our final session of Tell Me the Truth About Racism will take place on April 24 starting 
at 5 p.m. in Centennial Hall at First United.   
 
 
 



HUNGER WALKATHON WEST 
Grab the kids and join the First United CROP Walk Team! On May 1, at 1 p.m., team 
members will be walking a circuit from First United around the neighborhood in 
solidarity with those who must walk long distances to get water or wait in line for 
food at a pantry. Team members are asked to raise money by asking their friends and 
families to sponsor their efforts.  Walk, raise money and/or donate!  See Joanne 
Despotes in the lounge before or after church or go to crophungerwalk.org/oakparkil 
and find the First United Team. 
 
FUSH GOES TO CAMP  
All youth in grades 9-12 are invited to join us at Camp Westminster June 12-18 for a 
time of connection, faith, fun, and service. Please use this link for more information 
and to register: https://tinyurl.com/2p9a6hvd.  
 
SIGN UP TO ACOLYTE 
In our worship services, children are invited to assist in worship by lighting the 
candles each week. Children will meet a member of the children’s ministry team at 
the back of the sanctuary who will give them a stole (a piece of fabric to wear over 
their shoulders) and a lighting wand. Younger children can walk down the aisle with 
an adult’s help.  Contact Lydia Mulkey (lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more 
information or for the link to sign up. 
  
FOSTERING CONNECTION & SUPPORT  
Looking for a flexible way to connect with others?  Join our FCS group on Zoom, 
Thursday mornings from 10-11 am.  Join for the whole session or for as long as you 
would like to stay.   Here’s the link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83006056785 
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WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED! 
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 
CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting most Sundays at 
9:45 a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, 
praying, and creating. Visit firstunitedoakpark.com/youth-education or speak with 
Lydia Mulkey (lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 
MUSIC MINISTRIES 
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information, visit firstunitedoakpark.com/music-
ministries or contact Bill Chin (bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 
YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH, 7TH & 8TH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH, 9TH-12TH) 
On 4/3 we will meet at 5 pm here at church for our Lenten series, Tell Me the Truth 
About Racism. The last two weeks (4/3 and 4/10) of this series will take place here at 
First United. The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the 
church. Contact Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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