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An open community united in love and justice 
 
 



PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

PRELUDE                               Michael Surratt 
Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult, arr. H. Alexander Matthews 
 
WELCOME & *CALL TO WORSHIP                             Meghan Premo-Hopkins 
One: As we gather, may we open our hearts to receive newness of life. 
We come with hope for renewal. 
One: In our time of worship, may we be inspired by God’s wisdom. 
We come seeking to learn and to draw closer to God. 
One: Come, let us worship, as the beloved children of God.   
 
*PASSING THE PEACE    
      
*GATHERING MUSIC                                                                       Sanctuary Choir                                                      
It’s the Old Ship of Zion                                                                      & Congregation 
(Black hymnal no. 310, vv. 1, 2 & 5)    
Refrain:  It’s the old ship of Zion, it’s the old ship of Zion, 
It’s the old ship of Zion, get on board, get on board. 
 
It has landed many a thousand, . . . Get on board. 
There’s no danger in the water, . . . Get on board. 
It will take us home to Glory, . . . Get on board. 
 
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                       Dirk Labuschagne 

 
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir                                                 
Halle, Halle (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                 & Congregation 
Halle, halle, halleluja 
 
 



LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                        Meghan Premo-Hopkins 
                                                                                                  
SCRIPTURE READING -- JOHN 21:1-19                                          Dirk Labuschagne 
 
SERMON -- WHAT’S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT?  
  

*SERMON RESPONSE                                                                           
Christ Rose Up from the Dead (Black hymnal no. 239, v. 4) 
Refrain:  Christ rose, Christ rose, Christ rose up from the dead, 3x,  
And God’s grace will bear my spirit home.    
      
Oh, Mary, she came running and found an empty tomb,  
And God’s grace will bear my spirit home.  R/ 
  
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
CALL TO THE OFFERING                                                    Meghan Premo-Hopkins 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                        Sanctuary Choir  
Walk Humbly with Your God by Fred Gramann                         & Michael Surratt 
Do justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God. 
 
What does the Lord require for praise and offering? 
What sacrifice desire or tribute bid you bring? 
Do justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God. 
 
How shall our life fulfill God’s law so hard and high? 
Let Christ endue our will with grace to fortify. 
Do justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God. 
 
Rulers of earth give ear!  Should you not justice know? 



Will God your pleading hear, while crime and cruelty grow? 
Then justly; in mercy; we’ll humbly walk with God. 
--text, “What doth the Lord require?” by Albert F. Bayly [1901–1984], ©1988 Oxford University Press 

 
COMMUNION                                                               Dirk Labuschagne 
 
PRAYER FOLLOWING COMMUNION & THE LORD’S PRAYER              
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 
GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                         Sanctuary Choir                                                            
Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult (Black hymnal no. 172)                  & Congregation 
Jesus calls us, o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, restless sea; 
Day by day that voice still calls us, saying, “Christian, follow me.” 
 
As of old, Saint Andrew heard it by the Galilean lake, 
Turned from home and toil and kindred, leaving all for Jesus’ sake. 
 
Jesus calls us from the worship of the treasures we adore, 
From each idol that would keep us, saying, “Christian, love me more.” 
 
In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease, 
Jesus calls, in cares and pleasures, “Christian, love me more than these.” 
 
Jesus calls us!  By your mercies, Savior, may we hear your call, 
Give our hearts to your obedience, serve and love you best of all.       
                



*BLESSING                                                                                    Dirk Labuschagne 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE   
Fivefold Amen 
 
POSTLUDE                       Michael Surratt 
O God, Our Help in Ages Past arr. H. Alexander Matthews 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES   

Below is a sampling of the news and events at First United. We invite you to subscribe 
to receive our monthly “Messenger Bell” newsletter and our weekly “News & Events” 
eblast by visiting firstunitedoakpark.com. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) where we share our weekly newsletter and lots 
more!   
 
THANK YOU TO DIRK LABUSCHAGNE 
We are most grateful to First United member Rev. Dirk Labuschagne for stepping in 
for our pastors this weekend. Originally from South Africa, Dirk completed a BTh and 
MTh at the University of Pretoria before relocating to the US and earning his MDiv at 
McCormick Theological Seminary. Dirk currently serves as a chaplain researcher at 
Rush University Medical Center and we are lucky to have him as a youth advisor here 
at First United. 
 
LIVESTREAM AVAILABLE IN THE LOUNGE   
For anyone who would like a bit more space or would appreciate room to 
move around, our worship service is livestreamed into the lounge. Couches and 
other seating is available and anyone is welcome to make use of that space at any 
time during worship.  
 
CHAPEL CHECK-IN WITH THE DEACONS 
Following worship, you can find deacons in the chapel. The chapel time and space is 
for you. It can be used for prayer, conversation, fellowship. They will gladly welcome 
you in and look forward to getting to know you more. 
 
NEW MOMS & NEW BABIES – LOVING WITH BOOKS STARTS TODAY! 
Did you see the wonderful display of children’s books in the lounge? Today we are 
excited to launch a brand new project to support mission partner New Moms. New 
Moms brings a new board book to participating moms and babies on each client visit. 
For the month of May, First United is supporting this initiative by raising funds to 
purchase 100 books for the program. After worship, stop by our book display in the 
lounge and drop off your donation. If you donate by check, please make sure to 
include "Loving with Books" in the memo line.  Keep watching this month for more  
 
 



info about this great project. Contact Deb Stracco, Laurie Jolicoeur, or Ann Armstrong 
with any questions. 
 
DINNER & A MOVIE 
Dinner and a Movie returns on May 13 in the Lounge with a showing of "Nomadland." 
In the rural Nevada town she calls home, Fern packs her van and sets off on the road. 
Exploring life outside conventional society as a modern-day nomad, Fern soon 
discovers a resilience and resourcefulness that present her with experiences unlike 
any she's known before. Along the way in this story of hope, she meets other nomads 
who become mentors in her life amidst the vast, sometimes breathtaking landscape 
of the American West. Dinner at 6:00 ($5 donation); Movie at 6:30 (free). Call Liz 
Swan, 708-567-3490 to RSVP. 
 
FOSTERING CONNECTION & SUPPORT  
Looking for a flexible way to connect with others?  Join our FCS group on Zoom, 
Thursday mornings from 10-11 am.  Join for the whole session or for as long as you 
would like to stay.   Here’s the link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83006056785 
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WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED! 
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 
CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting most Sundays at 
9:45 a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, 
praying, and creating. Visit firstunitedoakpark.com/youth-education or speak with 
Lydia Mulkey (lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 
MUSIC MINISTRIES 
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information, visit firstunitedoakpark.com/music-
ministries or contact Bill Chin (bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 
YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH, 7TH & 8TH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH, 9TH-12TH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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