
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
May 22, 2022 

 

 

 

 

An open community united in love and justice 

 

 



PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                    Walter Whitehouse 
The Peace May Be Exchanged by Dan Locklair      
 

WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP                                                 Lydia Mulkey 

 
*PASSING THE PEACE    
      
OPENING SONG                                                                                  Children &   
Sing Hosanna by Antonio Caldara, arr. Michael Burkhardt         Sanctuary Choir  

 
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                             John Edgerton 

 
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir  
Halle, Halle (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                 & Congregation 

Halle, halle, halleluja 
                                                           

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                        Meghan Premo-Hopkins 
 

MUSICAL RESPONSE                       Marilee Castañeda & Joe Guevara, flutes 

Every Time I Feel the Spirit, traditional Spiritual arr. Judy Nishimura  

 

SCRIPTURE READING -- REVELATION 21                                                John Edgerton  

 

SERMON – WHAT WE LEAVE BEHIND   

 
 

                      



 

*SERMON RESPONSE                                                                           
Christ Rose Up from the Dead (Black hymnal no. 239, v. 4) 
Refrain:  Christ rose, Christ rose, Christ rose up from the dead, 3x,  
And God’s grace will bear my spirit home.    
      
Oh, Mary, she came running and found an empty tomb,  
And God’s grace will bear my spirit home.  R/ 

  

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
CALL TO THE OFFERING                                         Deb Stracco & Ann Armstrong 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                      Sanctuary Choir  
Revelation 19 by Jeffrey LaValley 
Hallelujah, salvation and glory, honor and power unto the Lord our God.  
He is great, and the Lord he is omnipotent, the Lord our God, he is 
wonderful.  
All praises be to the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords; he is wonderful.  
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, he is 
wonderful.  
Hallelujah, salvation and glory, honor and power, he is wonderful. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER             Lydia Mulkey 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory forever.   
Amen.  

 

 

 



GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                               Sanctuary Choir & 
We Would Be Building (Black hymnal no. 607)                                  Congregation 
We would be building; temples still undone 
o’er crumbling walls their crosses scarcely lift, 
waiting till love can raise the broken stone, 
and hearts creative bridge the human rift.  
We would be building, Architect Divine, 
reveal the shape of life in your design. 
 
Teach us to build; upon the solid rock 
we set the dream that hardens into deed, 
ribbed with fine steel, both time and change to mock, 
the unfailing purpose of our noblest creed. 
Teach us to build; O Maker, lend us sight 
to see the towers gleaming in the light. 
 
O keep us building, Savior; may our hands 
ne’er falter when the dream is in our hearts, 
when to our ears there come divine commands 
and all the pride of sinful will departs. 
We build with you; O grant enduring worth 
until your promised realm shall come on earth.   

 
*BLESSING                                                                                          John Edgerton 

 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE   
Fivefold Amen 

 

POSTLUDE                     Walter Whitehouse 
Tuba Tune by Henry Lang                                                                
 



CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TODAY 
Please plan to stay after worship today for the annual elections meeting to 
elect new members to the Church Council, the Deacon Board, and the 
Nominating Team.  The Meeting will start in the Sanctuary approximately 5 
minutes after worship or as soon as we have a quorum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EVENTS AND UPDATES   

Below is a sampling of the news and events at First United. We invite you to subscribe 
to receive our monthly “Messenger Bell” newsletter and our weekly “News & Events” 
eblast by visiting firstunitedoakpark.com. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) where we share our weekly newsletter and lots 
more!   
 

SAVE THE DATE: CONFIRMATION 2022 
Mark your calendars for worship on June 4 when we celebrate our latest Quest Class 
at their confirmation and welcome them into full membership in the church. 

 

SAVE THE DATE: FASTING FROM WHITENESS DEBRIEF 
This Lent, as we undertook to elevate Black, Brown, and Indigenous voices in our 
worship and church life, we also (unintentionally) attracted negative attention from 
certain media sources. On June 4 after worship and our Quest celebration, we will 
have an opportunity to digest our experiences through guided discussion. Please 
mark your calendars and watch for more information in upcoming eblasts. 

 

PARKING LOT CONSTRUCTION 
Things are about to get smoother around here! Thanks to a grant obtained by Mission 
Partner Beyond Hunger, we have the opportunity to improve our parking lot by 
reinforcing sections to better withstand the heavy use that our lot receives. We 
expect to begin construction the week of Memorial Day and expect construction to 
last 3-4 weeks.  Please plan to find street parking for worship and other First United 
activities for the month of June. 
 

LOVING WITH BOOKS: NEW MOMS & NEW BABIES 
Throughout the month of May, our Church School kids have collected an offering to 
contribute to Loving with Books, our book drive for New Moms. Today, the kids had 
an opportunity to enjoy reading some of the books during Church School. We are 
grateful for your support of this important project and thrilled to be able to share 
these wonderful books with our kids and with the New Moms’ kids.  
 
 
 



LET'S GET TO 50%! 
Thank you to all who have committed their financial support to First United for the 
2022-23 fiscal year.  One hundred forty First United households have participated in 
this year’s stewardship campaign. With the addition of just 25 more households, we 
can reach our goal of 50% participation. Please consider making a pledge before June 
30 to help us reach that goal. Click on the button below or log into Realm to complete 
your pledge. 

 

HELP MAKE HUNGER WALKATHON WEST 2022 A SUCCESS! 
The First United Hunger Walk Team have been working hard to raise funds to help 
hungry people in our area and around the world. Our goal is to raise $20,000 and we 
have raised $15,000 to date.  If you have not donated yet, please consider a donation 
to support the team or one of the team members.  Go to 
crophungerwalk.org/oakparkil and search for the First United Church of Oak Park 
team or a team member.  

 

LIVESTREAM AVAILABLE IN THE LOUNGE   
For anyone who would like a bit more space or would appreciate room to 
move around, our worship service is livestreamed into the lounge. Couches and 
other seating is available and anyone is welcome to make use of that space at any 
time during worship.  
 

FOSTERING CONNECTION & SUPPORT  
Looking for a flexible way to connect with others?  Join our FCS group on Zoom, 
Thursday mornings from 10-11 am.  Join for the whole session or for as long as you 
would like to stay.   Here’s the link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83006056785 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://crophungerwalk.org/oakparkil
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83006056785


WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED! 
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting most Sundays at 
9:45 a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, 
praying, and creating. Visit firstunitedoakpark.com/youth-education or speak with 
Lydia Mulkey (lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES 
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information, visit firstunitedoakpark.com/music-
ministries or contact Bill Chin (bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH, 7TH & 8TH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH, 9TH-12TH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 

848 Lake Street, Oak Park IL 60301 | 708.386.5215  
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
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