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An open community united in love and justice 
 
 



PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                          Michael Surratt 
Three Hymn Preludes by Philip Gehring           

Oh, Praise the Gracious Power  
Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am  
Be Thou My Vision  

  
WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP John Edgerton 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE                           
 
*OPENING HYMN                                                                       
Lead Us from Death to Life (Black hymnal no. 581)                          
Refrain:  Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth, 
from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace; 
let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world, let peace fill our universe. 
 
Still all the angry cries, still all the angry guns, 
still now your people die, earths sons and daughters. 
Let justice roll, let mercy pour down,  
come and teach us your way of compassion.   R/ 
 
So many lonely hearts, so many broken lives, 
longing for love to break into their anguish. 
Come, teach us love, come, teach us peace,  
come and teach us your way of compassion.  R/ 
 
Let justice ever roll, let mercy fill the earth, 
let us begin to grow into your people.   
We can be love, we can bring peace,  
we can still be your way of compassion.  R/   
 
 
 



PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                                     Lydia Mulkey 
In all our dodging and weaving, God waits for us to be still, to catch our breath, and 
to cry out for healing and mercy. Let us come before God in prayer. 
Howling, Horrified God, too many children—our children, your children—are 
becoming far too adept at dodging bullets—in our streets, our alleys, our parks, our 
schools, and our homes.  
Unhinge our hearts, O God, from this culture of violence that we may dig deeper 
than a holster for healing from what we are really dodging—fear, self-doubt, 
trauma, meaninglessness, isolation.  
How can we pray with Isaiah “to turn our swords into plowshares and our spears 
into pruning hooks,” in this country that has more guns than people?  
Teach us the way of peace with justice, and embolden us that we may teach our 
children, your children, in peace. 
--Adapted from a prayer by Shelly Davis 
 
Time for Silent Prayer and Meditation 
 
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
Hear the good news. Although today we must weep with the God who catches 
every tear, and tomorrow we must work for justice with the God who labors 
alongside us, one day, we will rejoice with the God who refuses to let death have 
the last word. 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                         
Halle, halle (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                             
Halle, halle, halleluja  
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                            Lydia Mulkey 
 
SCRIPTURE READING – ACTS 16:16-34                                      John Edgerton 
 
SERMON – THE GOSPEL FOR THIS TIME AND PLACE   
 



*SERMON RESPONSE                                                                                               
Christ Rose Up from the Dead (Black hymnal no. 239, v. 4)            
Refrain:  Christ rose, Christ rose, Christ rose up from the dead, 3x,   
And God’s grace will bear my spirit home.     
 
Oh, Mary, she came running and found an empty tomb,   
And God’s grace will bear my spirit home.  R/ 
     

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
CALL TO THE OFFERING                                                                           Alicia Reese 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                      Adriana Kopecka 
Close Every Door by Andrew Lloyd Webber 
Close every door to me, 
Hide all the world from me, 
Bar all the windows and shut out the light 
  
Do what you want with me, 
Hate me and laugh at me, 
Darken my daytime and torture my night. 
  
If my life were important I would ask will I live or die, 
But I know the answers lie far from this world 
  
Close every door to me, keep those I love from me, 
Children of Israel are never alone, 
  
For I know I shall find my own peace of mind, 
For I have been promised a land of my own. 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER            Alicia Reese 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                              
We Limit not the Truth of God (Black hymnal no. 316)                                                         
We limit not the truth of God to our poor reach of mind, 
To notions of our day and place, crude, partial, and confined; 
No, let a new and better hope within our hearts be stirred: 
O God, grant yet more light and truth to break forth from your Word. 
 
Who dares to bind to one’s own sense the oracles of heaven, 
For all the nations, tongues, and climes and all the ages given? 
That universe, how much unknown! That ocean unexplored! 
O God, grant yet more light and truth to break forth from your Word. 
 
Eternal God, Incarnate Word, Spirit of flame and dove: 
Enlarge, expand all living souls to comprehend your love; 
And help us all to seek your will with wiser powers conferred: 
O God, grant yet more light and truth to break forth from your Word. 
 
*BLESSING                                      John Edgerton 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                   
Fivefold Amen 
  
POSTLUDE                            Michael Surratt 
Trumpet Tune in D by David N. Johnson         
               



EVENTS AND UPDATES   

Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. We invite you to 
subscribe to receive our monthly “Messenger Bell” newsletter and our weekly “News 
& Events” eblast by visiting firstunitedoakpark.com. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) where we share our weekly newsletter and lots 
more!   
 
 

CHURCH CLOSED ON MEMORIAL DAY 
Please note that First United will be closed on Monday, May 30 in observance of 
Memorial Day. We will be back in action and ready to assist you on Tuesday, May 31. 
 
PARKING LOT CONSTRUCTION TO BEGIN JUNE 1 
The reinforcement and resurfacing of our parking lot will begin on Wednesday, June 
1. Barring delays, we expect construction to last 3-4 weeks. Please plan to find street 
parking for worship and other First United activities for the month of June. 
 
PEACE VIGIL MEMORIAL FOR GUN VIOLENCE VICTIMS ON JUNE 4 
We gather on June 4 at 4 p.m. in the First United Chapel to celebrate the lives of gun 
violence victims and grieve with the families who have lost loved ones as we hold a 
memorial for those named on our Memorial Scroll for deaths September 2016 
through August 2017. Join our prayers and songs for peace as we bury the Memorial 
Scroll and continue to support efforts to end the violence. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY: CONFIRMATION 2022 
Next Sunday, June 5, we celebrate our latest Quest Class at their confirmation and 
welcome them into full membership in the church.  A cake reception will follow 
worship. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY: FASTING FROM WHITENESS DEBRIEF 
This Lent, as we undertook to elevate Black, Brown, and Indigenous voices in our 
worship and church life, we also (unintentionally) attracted negative attention from 
certain media sources. On June 5 after worship and our Quest celebration, we will 
have an opportunity to digest our experiences through guided discussion facilitated 
by Council Leadership.  
 



NEXT SUNDAY: STAY AND PLAY 
For those who need to work out their cake sugar rush next Sunday, stay for water 
play on the church lawn from noon until 1:30 p.m. Bring a bathing suit, a towel, and 
an adult to supervise.  Hotdogs and sprinklers will be provided! 
 
A GIANT THANK-YOU FROM THE LOVING WITH BOOKS TEAM 
Way to go, First United!  With your generous support, our Loving with Books project 
was a wild success.  We set an initial project goal to raise funds to provide 100 books 
to mission partner New Moms.  First United, you stepped up and almost DOUBLED 
that goal!  You can still make a donation through the end of the month using the link 
in the eblasts if you’d like to push us right past 200. 
 
DINNER AND A MOVIE: NEXT SHOWING JUNE 10 
Join us on June 10 at 6:00 in the lounge for dinner and a showing of "Judas and the 
Black Messiah." FBI informant William O'Neal infiltrates the Illinois Black Panther 
Party and is tasked with keeping tabs on their charismatic leader, Chairman Fred 
Hampton. A career thief, O'Neal revels in the danger of manipulating both his 
comrades and his handler, Special Agent Roy Mitchell. Hampton's political prowess 
grows just as he's falling in love with fellow revolutionary Deborah Johnson. 
Meanwhile, a battle wages for O'Neal's soul. Dinner at 6:00 ($5 donation); Movie at 
6:30 (free). Reservations: Liz Swan, 708-567-3490 or easwan@gmail.com. 
 
LIVESTREAM AVAILABLE IN THE LOUNGE   
For anyone who would like a bit more space or would appreciate room to 
move around, our worship service is livestreamed into the lounge. Couches and 
other seating are available and anyone is welcome to make use of that space at any 
time during worship.  
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WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED! 
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in membership & ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 
CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting most Sundays at 
9:45 a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, 
praying, and creating. Visit firstunitedoakpark.com/youth-education or speak with 
Lydia Mulkey (lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 
MUSIC MINISTRIES 
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information, visit firstunitedoakpark.com/music-
ministries or contact Bill Chin (bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
Youth Groups: FUJI (First United Junior High, 7th & 8th grade) and FUSH (First United 
Senior High, 9th-12th grade). 
Quest: Confirmation Class (9th grade)  
For more information, please contact Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
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