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moving from 

WORDS TO WITNESS IN OUR  

RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. 

moving from 

INDIVIDUALISM TO INTIMATE 

FELLOWSHIP IN OUR RELATIONSHIP  

WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF THE  

CHURCH COMMUNITY. 

moving from 

CHARITY TO CHANGING  

STRUCTURES IN OUR RELATIONSHIP  

WITH THE WORLD. 
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This Sunday is Gathering Day, the occasion when we as a congregation kick 
off the coming year of programming.  Church School will begin again, and 
we are thrilled to welcome the children back to our classes.  As a church we 
form our children to know a loving God whose expansive grace can hold 
them their whole lives long.  Our own members are the ones to teach the 
faith to children, with some of our confirmands taking up the work of 
teaching as well.   
 

Our adult-ed programs also begin again in September, calling us into the life 
long work of growing in our faith.  In our covenant to one another we 
promise to search for an honest expression of faith.  And that expression 
will be as varied as our own membership.  With intellect and prayer and 
fellowship, our adult ed programming builds up our faith as a community. 
Youth groups will also begin again in September.   
 

COVID has taken such a toll on the young people of our community, 
isolating them from their peers at precisely the time of life when such 
connections are the most dearly desired. We begin this year with great 
hope that our time together will not be disrupted by great and weighty 
world events.   
 

We have Mike Surratt’s retirement celebration on the 18th, on the 25th we 
will bless Lydia as she begins her sabbatical time.  Also on the 25th we will 
hold a Fellowship Fair, offering a chance for people to learn about the many 
ways they can get involved at the church. Styled after Oak Park’s ever-
popular “A Day in Our Village,” the Fall Fellowship Fair is a chance for the 
whole community to get to know First United.  We encourage you to invite 
your friends and neighbors to stop by!  
 

Oh, and we’re bringing coffee hour back . . . 
 

There is so much going on, we hope to see you at church. 
 

John Edgerton 
Lead Pastor 

A few highlights from this month’s Messenger Bell:  all the celebrations, page 2;  

education hour is back, page 3; House to Home kicks off, page 4; a note of 

thanks from Sher Watts Spooner, page 5.

 



 

Preaching Schedule for September 

This Sunday marks the start of the program year with 
the return of education hour before worship and coffee 
hour after!  All services are at 11 a.m. on Sundays unless 
otherwise noted. Worship is also livestreamed and the 
videos remain on the YouTube channel so that you may 
view them at a later time even if you can’t be with us on 
Sunday. 
 

September 11 
Gathering Day! 

John Edgerton 

September 18 Alicia Reese 

September 25 
3rd-5th Grade Bible 
Presentation! 

Lydia Mulkey 

October 2 
World Communion Sunday 

John Edgerton 

 

Join us next Sunday for special tributes to retiring First 
United organist Michael Surratt, both in and after wor-
ship. We’ll have some fun surprises, touching tributes, 
and a dessert reception.  
 
If you missed the email that went out yesterday to or-
ganize a special surprise, please reach out to Heather in 
the office.  We’d link it here, but Mike is an avid reader 
of the Messenger Bell . . . and it’s a secret! 



 

Adult Education Begins September 18 
Adult Education returns on Sundays from 9:45-10:45 a.m. in Centennial Hall with our September program: 

Then, after we take October 2 off, we’ll reconvene on October 9 and 16 for a 2-part series on The Church in Prison: 
Lessons from the Illinois Department of Corrections presented by Dr. Ken Sawyer of McCormick Seminary.  
 

As the Adult Education team plans future programs, your ideas for topics and presenters are always welcome. 
Please email Carol Porfilio (carol.porfilio@att.net) or Dale Sorenson (mrdsoren@gmail.com). 

We are so very excited to welcome children and families 
back to Church School this Sunday.  Church School 
check-in will open at 9:15 in the Lounge.  Once you’ve 
checked in, please gather with your children in the 
Sanctuary.  After a brief open together, the kids will be 
dismissed with their teachers while the parents remain 
for a brief meeting.  
 
 If your kids have already attended First United Church 
School, they have automatically enrolled in this year’s 
program. If you are new, please click here to fill out a 
brief registration form. 
 
One of the best ways to keep up with all things First 
United Children’s Ministry is to join our email list!  Click 
here to sign up. 

Quest Confirmation 2023 
If you are (or your child is) an incoming freshman and 
are interested in participating in our confirmation pro-
gram starting in September, please let us know! 
 
Our confirmation program is all about EXPLORATION 
and EXPERIENCE. Together we explore topics, questions, 
and our doubts related to matters of faith, religion, and 
being a Christian in the world today. Quest is also about 
experiencing what it means to live a Christian life, out in 
the world and within the context of a church.  
 
We hope you will join us! Contact Alicia Reese to sign up 
or for more information.  

mailto:carol.porfilio@att.net
mailto:mrdsoren@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJt6hjKb-wxdhpFjhzpzv4MZhjJqxiW45gPbE55MJsz8mY3Q/viewform
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/ryhFj8h/childrensministry
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/ryhFj8h/childrensministry


 

From No HOUSE TO Comfy 

HOME   
If it’s September, it must be 
House to Home.  And, indeed, 
it is.  First United’s annual 
House to Home Project kicks 
off on Sunday, September 18, 
2022. 
 

House to Home has become a signature project of the 
church.  Our goal this year is to help our mission part-
ner Housing Forward furnish four (4) apartments with 
new* household items and supplies needed for fami-
lies who are moving into their own apartments after 
living on the streets or in shelters.  We want these fam-
ilies to be welcomed into their new apartments with 
the items they need to make them into real homes, 
things such as Kleenex and toilet paper, dishes and 
glassware, bed and bath linens, TVs, microwaves and 
vacuum cleaners.   
 

We are delighted to be back in the church building for 
worship services and for special projects such as House 
to Home. We will be in the Lounge and online encour-
aging you to participate.  But we’re also going to do 
you a solid. We, the Housing Justice Committee, a sub-
committee of Faith in Action, have learned a thing or 
two doing this project during the pandemic. One im-
portant lesson: you like ordering online and having 
your gifts delivered.  We’re going to keep that in place 
this year. 
 

So here’s how you can join in and help make this year’s 
House to Home the remarkable success you have made 
it in the past. 

• Review the items needed in one of two ways: 
• In person:  Look at the list of needed items in 

the Lounge and sign up to purchase an item or 
items on Sunday September 18 & 25, and Octo-
ber 2.  Hand deliver or have your items shipped 
directly to the Church (see below); or 

• Online:  Click here to access the Sign Up Genius 
any time between Sept 18 and October 2 

• Select the item(s) that you would like to donate.   
• Use the comments line in Sign Up Genius to tell us-

whether you will ship your donated item(s) directly 
to the church or drop them off at the church your-
self. 

 

Once you have signed up, you can shop online from the 
comfort of home or in-person at your favorite store.  

Your choice. 
 

To ship items directly to the church:  Ship to:  House to 
Home Project, First United Church of Oak Park, 848 
Lake Street, Oak Park, IL 60301.   
 

To drop items off:  Mark your items “House to Home” 
and bring them to the church on or before October 4.  
Please call first to confirm that church staff is available 
to receive your package. 
 

Please drop off items or ship them to be delivered by 
October 4.  
 

Whatever shopping or delivery methods you choose, 
please be sure to sign up either online via Sign Up Ge-
nius or in the Lounge so that we know what you are 
purchasing, how it will be delivered, and what is still 
available for others to donate. 
 

We welcome your participation as we live into our vi-
sion of moving from Words to Witness by helping pro-
vide the comforts of home to persons settling into a 
place they can their own.  They, Housing Forward, and 
the church are deeply grateful for your generosity!   
 

If you have questions, can’t make Sign Up Genius work, 
or just need to talk to someone about all of this, you 
can contact Ann Tanner at (847) 977-5932 or awtan-
ner@gmail.com. 
 

*Housing Forward requests that all donated items be 
new.  Thanks for your understanding and support of 
this request. 

Leave a Legacy 
First United welcomes your legacy gift through your 
will or by listing the church as a beneficiary of your IRA, 
life insurance, or pension plan.  When you make such a 
gift, please let the church know.  We want to thank you 
and add you to our list of Kindred Spirits (those who 
have told us they have made a legacy gift).   
 
The church is deeply grateful for these important gifts - 
in any amount.  They help build 
our endowments and fund our 
ministry and mission now and for 
the future.  Questions?  Contact 
Gene or Ann Armstrong 
(geneann1113@yahoo.com or 
(708) 657-4484) or any of the 
pastors at (708) 386-5215. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4cafa622a02-2022
mailto:awtanner@gmail.com.
mailto:awtanner@gmail.com.
mailto:geneann1113@yahoo.com


 

The Decade to End Gun  

Violence 
“The Decade to End Gun Violence”  is the name of a 
new, expanded initiative of the Presbyterian Church 
USA, adopted at their General Assembly meeting, July 
2022.  It’s a daunting and wonderful commitment to 
bring all levels of the denomination into the movement 
to save lives.  There will be new resources to support 
congregations in education on the issues, actions for 
gun violence prevention, and work that addresses root 
causes and care for survivors.   
 
Our local Presbytery of Chicago has responded by in-
viting the Chicago congregations to come together and 
find ways to support one another in these efforts.  
Sandy Jefferson represented First United at this 
meeting and shared with 23 other representatives from 
12 other churches.  The energy of sharing their passion 
to work to reduce gun violence was high.  Rev. Craig 
Howard, the stated clerk, reports, “One significant 
learning from the event is that there are congre-
gations across the presbytery that are doing 
great work in social justice and anti-gun vio-
lence. What is lacking, is connection. Many feel 
isolated and are unaware that others in the 
presbytery have the same interest.” The meeting 
ended with a plan to find ways to support one 
another, beginning with regular semi -monthly 
meetings, beginning in October.  
 
Our exploration of Guns to Gardens at First United will 
continue, and our ability to build partnerships in this 
work is strengthened.  Sandy reports that those present 
were enthusiastic and interested in working together 
on gun violence prevention, and they were very sup-
portive of the Guns to Gardens project.  
 
Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church invites us to their Vigil 
Against Violence taking place on Sunday, October 16 
from 4 – 6 p.m.  Let’s join them!  

FCS Resumes September 15 
It’s a New Year for Fostering Connections and Support! 
 
Are you interested in getting connected or staying con-
nected with First United Church? If so, this is an easy 
and simple opportunity for you.  
 
When: Thursday mornings, 10-11 a.m. over Zoom. 
What: Sharing what’s going on at church and in our 
lives. 
Who: Whomever can attend that week.  Usually six to 
eight of us. Some of us are there weekly and others oc-
casionally, as time permits.  
Led by: Beth Dickerson, Alicia Reese, and the Deacons. 
Starting:  September 15th   
 

Sign up with Alicia at areese@firstunitedoakpark.com  

Alicia will send you the Zoom link. We will be delighted 

to have you join us! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry continues 
to meet on the second and 
fourth Mondays of the month 
from 10-11 a.m. 
 

Please join us if you are able.  If 
the day and time do not work 
for you, please reach out to Ali-
cia Reese 
(areese@firstunitedoakpark). With the start of the year, 
we may reassess our usual date and time. Click here to 

A Message to First United 

from Sher Watts Spooner 
THANK YOU for all who offered support during Sher 
Watts Spooner's illness. Thanks for the prayers, meals, 
cards, flowers, and visits from so many at First United. 
 

The good news is that chemotherapy seems to have 
done the trick against my diagnosis of Burkitt lympho-
ma. The latest test shows no cancer anywhere. They'll 
keep following me just to make sure.  
 

As my still-compromised immune system gets strong-
er, I look forward to returning to church in person. And 
as I get stronger, I'd love to return the favor of cooking 
meals for others (not that we want anyone to get 
sick...).  

https://www.pcusa.org/news/2022/6/1/gun-violence-and-ga225/
mailto:areese@firstunitedoakpark.com
mailto:areese@firstunitedoakpark
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We lift up the prayers that have been shared in worship. 
 

For the wider world: 
• An end to gun violence  
• An end to systemic injustice of all kinds  
• All of those who have been and will be negatively 

impacted by SCOTUS overturning Roe v. Wade  
• For peace in Ukraine  
• For all the victims of gun violence & their loved ones  
• All those sick with COVID  
 
For those in our midst:  
• Jerry Sebesta (is improving!)  
• For a friend, Bonnie, may her health improve so she can 

be released from the hospital  
 
For the joys in our lives: 
• Beautiful moonlight  
• Nolan & Bethany’s wedding  
• Summer camps  
• Family gatherings & celebrations  
• Family members having recovered from COVID  

CHECK OUT OUR RECENT  

EVOTIONALS  
 

Click here to read online 

Aug. 2 And One More Thing Alicia Reese 

Aug. 16 #SeaMonsters4God John Edgerton 

Aug. 23 Sandwich-y-ness John Edgerton 

Aug. 31 An Experience of the 
Divine 

Alicia Reese 

Sept. 6 Created to Create Lydia Mulkey 

Dinner and Movie 
Dinner and a Movie returns 
on September 9. Enjoy a 
screening 
of Leviathan. Living with his 
family in a village on Rus-
sia’s northern fringe, auto-
shop owner Kolya finds 
himself in a jam when the 
corrupt mayor insists on 
acquiring his property. This 
movie is longer than most that we show, so we 
will begin dinner at 5:45 and the movie at 
6:15. Call Liz Swan (708-567-3490) to RSVP.  

Ways to Serve in Worship 
Looking for a way to expand your worship experience?  There 
are so many ways to serve in worship!  Adults and youth can 
serve as ushers/greeters, volunteer liturgists, and members 
of our Sanctuary Choir, while our children are welcome to 
serve as acolytes.  
 

• Sign up to serve as a volunteer liturgist here. 
• Sign up to serve as an acolyte here. 
• For more information about ushers, contact John 

(jedgerton@firstunited.com) 
• For more information about 

singing with the Sanctuary 
Choir, contact Bill 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 

The New Door System 
We are thrilled to have completed Phase I of the 
door security upgrade project. Here’s a quick tip 
on our new door intercom system: when you  tap 
the screen, use the flat pad of your finger and 
give it a moment to “wake up.”  Once you see 
the main screen, you can select “Main Recep-
tion” or “Nursery School.”  Staff doesn’t yet have 
the ability to unlock the doors from our desks 
(that’s Phase II), so please be patient as we get to 
the main door station to buzz you in! 

https://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/evotionals-2/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090944a4ad2aa6f58-volunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084babad29a6fb6-acolytes2
mailto:jedgerton@firstunited.com
mailto:bill@firstunitedoakpark.com

