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During December, there are so many opportunities for gathering 
with family, with faith communities, and with friends.  This is a 
time people look forward to all year long.  In 2020 and 2021, our 
ability to gather was severely curtailed.  I, for one, was left feeling 
hungry for gatherings that spoke to the moment and into our 
places of deep need.  This year, I want to highlight two gatherings 
that are open to all.   
 
The first is being held on December 14, the anniversary of the 
Sandy Hook shootings.  December is gun violence prevention 
month.  And wherever gun violence happens—whether in a 
school in Connecticut or a street corner here in the greater west 
side—the heart of God breaks.  Held at Unity Temple in Oak Park 
at 7 p.m., we will gather to remember those who have lost their 
lives and learn about ways to engage in action on gun violence.   
 
Second, there will be a vigil against hate on Dec 21.  Called “Light 
In All Colors,” this is being held on the winter solstice, the longest 
night of the year.  It is being planned by Village of Oak Park 
trustees and will have music, hot cocoa, and speakers who will 
address the rising tide of antisemitism, hate against people of 
color, and hate against the LGBTQ+ community.  There will be 
more “nuts and bolts” details of this event in our Eblasts. 

 

John Edgerton,  Lead Pastor 

A few highlights from this month’s Messenger Bell:  Worship schedule through the 

new year, page 2;  lots of Advent and Christmas activities, pages 4-5;  news from 

FUNIS page 5; Peace Corner, page 6; look ahead to some January offerings, 

page 7.

 



 

Preaching in November 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All services are at 11 a.m. on Sundays unless otherwise 
noted. Worship is also livestreamed and the videos re-
main on the YouTube channel so that you may view 
them at a later time even if you can’t be with us on Sun-
day. 
 

CLICK HERE TO JOIN ON YOUTUBE 

December 11 
Hanging of the Greens 

Church School Kids 

December 15, 7 p.m. 
Blue Christmas 

Alicia Reese 

December 18 Lydia Mulkey 

December 24  
 

5 p.m. Christmas Pageant 
8 p.m. Lessons & Carols 

December 25 Carol Hymn Sing 

January 1 
Virtual Only 

Guest Preacher 

Ways to Serve in Worship 
Looking for a way to expand your worship experience?  
There are so many ways to serve in worship!  Adults and 
youth can serve as ushers/greeters, volunteer liturgists, 
and members of our Sanctuary Choir, while our children 
are welcome to serve as acolytes.  
 

• Sign up to serve as a volunteer liturgist here. 
• Sign up to serve as an acolyte here. 
• For more information about ushers, contact John 

(jedgerton@firstunited.com) 
• For more information about singing with the Sanctu-

ary Choir, contact Bill (bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtFAOpHMykGgFGFDaC05j7A
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090944a4ad2aa6f58-volunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084babad29a6fb6-acolytes2
mailto:jedgerton@firstunited.com
mailto:bill@firstunitedoakpark.com


 

From the  

Council Moderator 
For our November 15 meeting, John Lurain led us in a 
devotion on vocation inspired by the following Freder-
ick Buechner quote: “Vocation is the place where our 
deep gladness meets the world’s deep need.” Kathryn 
Heavey gave thanks that her daughter is engaged. John 
Edgerton remembered Barbara Ballinger, who passed 
away at the age of 97. 
 
Insurance Policies Update 
If you attended the November Council meeting, you 
would have witnessed a lively and engaging conversa-
tion about, of all things, insurance! Ken Wiley provided 
a verbal report to Council which summarized the cur-
rent policy with United Church Insurance Association, 
an Ohio not-for-profit corporation formed in 1981 by 
the UCC Denomination. Ken stated that the Finance 
Team/Insurance Sub-Team submitted a renewal up-
date on October 11. The church received an unex-
pected credit of approximately $900 due to 1) im-
provements to the church’s security system; 2) up-
dates to the church’s building use policy; and 3) the 
expected initiation of a Capital Campaign to enhance 
the church’s financial situation. The 2023 renewal 
quote is expected to increase by 10 to 15% (which 
would be approximately $5,500 for 2023). A motion to 
Council to accept the renewal quote for the calendar 
year 2023 will likely be on the agenda in December. 
 
Ken also noted that the Church’s worker’s compensa-
tion policy was renewed on September 8, 2022, for the 
next 12 months without any rate increase. 
 
Ken encouraged the Church to continue its in-progress 
work on mitigating risks (e.g., increasing security, es-
tablishing property reserves, enforcing a Building Use 
Agreement, following hiring policies, and requiring 
background checks). 
 
Capital Campaign Update 
Our consultants from Latz and Company Inc. presented 
three Campaign Case Options. Each option has a cam-
paign goal of $2,750,000. The options differed by vary-
ing funding assigned to four priorities: 1) paying off the 
margin loan; 2) adding capital improvements; 3) 
getting insights into how to better support our commu-
nity of care; and 4) actively planting seeds in our world 
in support of social justice. 

A discussion ensued with each Council member provid-
ing feedback and/or asking questions to clarify. Council 
also unanimously passed a motion to continue working 
with Latz and Company on refining these priorities and 
starting the work needed for wider communications 
about the start of a Capital Campaign. 
 
Additional Reports and Approvals 

• Financial reports were not available due to the lack 
of availability of key staff in the preceding weeks. 

• Council approved Faith in Action to engage the con-
gregation in advocacy initiatives around 1) the im-
plementation of gun violence prevention laws and 
2) tabling actions in the church lounge to provide 
education about the SAFE-T Act which promotes pre
-trial justice. (Two Council members who were pre-
sent abstained from voting.) 

• Council unanimously approved the 2023-2024 First 
United Nursery School tuition rates, including a pro-
posal for 5-day/week offerings and an alteration in 
deposit structure. 

• Alicia Reese reported on the planning progress for 
her ordination (which occurred on November 19) 
and on youth activities. 

• The search for a new organist is still ongoing with no 
current candidates. It is a very tight labor market for 
church organists with lots of openings. Please 
spread the word if you have any connections to or-
ganists who are looking for a part-time position! 

 

Marteki Reed, Moderator 



 

There’s Still Time to Shop the 

Alternative Christmas Store 
The Alternative Christmas Store (ACS) is a First United 
tradition that invites us to live into Advent and our mis-
sion of "empowering people by changing struc-
tures."  As we rebuild post pandemic we will have fewer 
items than previous years. Remaining sale dates are De-
cember 11 and 18. 
 
ACS is an opportunity to purchase either locally made 
goods and fair trade products as an alternative to mass 
produced items.  We will also offer a way to donate di-
rectly to some of our 
Faith in Action Mission 
Partners directly in 
someone’s name.  Pro-
ceeds  from all sales 
also benefit our mis-
sion partners. 

Blue Christmas Returns 
The holiday season is often referred to as the most joy-
ful time of the year, but it an also be a particularly diffi-
cult season because it can serve as a reminder of all the 
things and people we may have lost. Together we en-
gage in lighting Advent candles in a new, symbolic way. 
All are invited. Come as you are.  

HOG Rehearsal 
We are getting ready to deck the halls in the annual 
Hanging of the Greens service.  Participating families 
received an email earlier this week. If you have ques-
tions or missed the email, reach out to Lydia 
(lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com). 

mailto:lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com


 

A Christmas Hymn Sing 

Sponsored by Adult Ed 
Adult Ed invites you to join the First United family Sun-
day, December 18, at 9:45 a.m. in Centennial Hall. We 
will sing hymns and carols and view Christmas art from 
across the centuries and around the world. Orchestral 
accompaniment! Narration by members of the 6th-8th 
grade class! Potluck breakfast provided by all of us, with 
the reminder that Costco pumpkin pie is always a great 
way to start the morning. Come and celebrate the beau-
tiful Christmas hymns of our Christian heritage. 

Christmas Pageant Casting 

Call! 
The Christmas Eve Pageant is a beloved part of our fami-
ly Christmas service. In addition to Mary and Joseph, we 
have roles for aspiring angels, shepherds, magi, and farm 
animals.   Interested families should sign their kid(s) up 
for role(s) no later than December 11 so that we can se-
lect and allocate costumes.  Click here to sign up 

FUNS registration is now open for First United mem-
bers. Visit firstunitedschool.com/enrollment for more 
information and to register. 
 

Even if you don’t have preschool aged children, please 
consider supporting FUNS’ goal to raise $25,000 in 25 
days in order to continue to provide a place of joy 
where children can learn, grow, and explore. As we’ve 
spent the past few years adjusting to life during a pan-
demic, our school has been able to stay in session and 
to persevere through new times. 
 

Please consider making a donation at  
firstunitedschool.com/donate.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084babad29a6fb6-christmas
http://www.firstunitedschool.com/enrollment
https://www.firstunitedschool.com/donate


 

December Peace Corner 
By Rick Ashton 
Embracing my hope of peace for God’s world is espe-
cially challenging now.  Daily news reports on the war 
in Ukraine overwhelm me, a comfortable American 
Christian.  As I am only sporadically aware of the many 
civil/ethnic wars raging constantly across the globe, I 
can stand back and apportion blame to all sides, focus-
ing my sympathy and support on the innocent victims 
caught in the middle.   
 

But Ukraine is different.  Russia is clearly the aggressor, 
inflicting unprovoked suffering on the people of an in-
dependent free nation.  I don’t hesitate to fly the 
Ukrainian flag, wear blue and yellow ribbons, and sup-
port American leaders as they ship weapons and mon-
ey to Ukraine.  My prayers for peace are not even-
handed.  I beseech God to make the Russians stop their 
criminal conduct.  Sometimes I even pray for the suc-
cess of the Ukrainian soldiers.   
 

How am I to reconcile this attitude with my longing for 
universal peace?  Seeking guidance from Scripture, I 
turn to upon Isaiah, Chapter 11, the familiar passage 
describing the Peaceable Kingdom.  There, shockingly, 
the inviting prophecy of peace is accompanied by the 
harsh justice of God’s earthly representative:  
 

 

“… He shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for 
the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the 
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 
kill the wicked… The wolf shall live with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and the 
lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them.  The cow and the bear shall graze, their young 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox….  They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” 
 

Perhaps my one-sided prayers are not so misguided.   
 
Peace be with you.    

Zoom Links for Recurring  

Virtual Groups 
 

Fostering Connection and Support 

FCS meets weekly on Zoom for a time of informal con-

nection and support. This is a drop-in group. Come 

when you’d like. Stay as long as you can.  Here’s the 

link to join whenever you are able: https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/88937766305 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the second and fourth 

Monday of each month from 10-11 a.m. Please join us 

if you are able.  If the day and time do not work for you, 

please reach out to Alicia Reese 

(areese@firstunitedoakpark). Use this link to join:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85035296628  

Dinner and a Movie, January 13 
Friday, January 13: The Janes: In the spring of 1972, 
police raided an apartment 
on the South Side of Chicago. 
Seven women were arrested 
and charged. The accused 
were part of a clandestine 
network. Using code names, 
blindfolds, and safe houses to 
protect their identities and 
their work, they built an un-
derground service for women 
seeking safe, affordable, ille-
gal abortions. They called 
themselves Jane. Facing off 
against the mafia, the church, 
and the state, the Janes exhibited unparalleled bravery 
and compassion for those most in need. Dinner at 6 
p.m. ($5 donation); movie at 6:30 (free). Call Liz Swan 
(708) 567-3490 to RSVP.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88937766305
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88937766305
mailto:areese@firstunitedoakpark
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85035296628
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We lift up the prayers that have been shared in worship. 
 

For the wider world: 
• Those most vulnerable this time of year, without enough 

food or sufficient shelter   
• The victims and loved ones of the Club Q tragedy  
• Peace in Ukraine  
• Peace in Israel/Palestine   
• All those negatively impacted by climate change 

disasters   
 

For those in our midst:  
• The Smylie Family mourning the death of Sallie’s brother  
• The life of Barbara Ballinger  
• The Haisman family, mourning the death of Janet’s sister-

in-law, Gracie.  
• Mariel Stitziel’s brother, David.  
• Jerry Sebesta  
• All those recovering from COVID  
 
For the joys in our lives: 
• New Members! Ann Zinsser, Elaine Labuz, Cait 

Joycesmith  
• Vicky Lekovish and Jim Wisuri have a new grandbaby, 

Marshall Lee.  
• Prime Time soup luncheon  
• All those who have volunteered as lay liturgists in the last 

month! (Marteki Reed, Joanne Despotes, Susan 
Macaulay, the Scaletta family, the Auch family)   

RECENT EVOTIONALS  
 

Click here to read online 

Nov. 1 Gratiam Alicia Reese 

Nov. 22 Popcorn and Toast John Edgerton 

Nov. 29 Mary and Elizabeth Lauren Wright 
Pittman 

Dec. 6 Scammy Email Season John Edgerton 

Coming in January 
 

New Bible Discussion Group  

Forming 
A new Bible discussion group will come to life at 
9:45 a.m. on Sunday, January 8. And it will re-
convene weekly in the conference room along 
the northeast corner of the lounge. Until then, 
Kathryn Heavey (kathrynop@gmail.com) or Dale 
Sorenson (mrdsoren@gmail.com) will answer 
your questions. 
 

And for Our Sr. High Youth . . .  

https://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/evotionals-2/
mailto:kathrynop@gmail.com
mailto:mrdsoren@gmail.com

