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This Sunday is Easter Sunday.  For this year, I’ve chosen to preach about a 
lesser-known story of the resurrection, often called the “Road to Emmaus” 
story.  In it, two otherwise unknown disciples encounter the risen Christ, 
but cannot recognize him at first.  It is only after they stop and have a meal 
that they are able to experience the resurrection.  Or, as the Gospel of Luke 
puts it, “He had been made known to them in the breaking of bread.” 
 
Breaking bread together is a simple yet revelatory act.  It brings people 
together as nothing else can. We live this out in our Maundy Thursday 
service, where a simple meal frames a powerful retelling of the passing.  We 
live this out when we gather for communion every month, welcoming all to 
the table where Christ is host and we are all guests.  And we have lived this 
out through the Community of Congregations.  This year, Ramadan, Holy 
Week, and Passover all overlap.  Our interfaith partners welcomed one 
another as guests into one another’s services.  We celebrated an Iftar 
meal—an opportunity for Muslims who are fasting for Ramadan to break 
their fast together.  We celebrated a Passover Seder—a ritual meal where 
Jews retell the story of the Exodus with food, scripture, and song. We will 
celebrate an Easter Vigil at St. Giles on Saturday evening—a Catholic Mass 
where Christians retell our most sacred stories and share communion. 
 
These holy events are among the most anticipated events of the year for 
each of our faiths.  And breaking bread together deepened their 
meaning.  This is the sweetness and depth of a society of religious freedom, 
where all can worship as they choose.  I am grateful to be reflecting this 
week on the Road to Emmaus story, because I, too, have seen God revealed 
in the breaking of bread.  In my own tradition, yes.  And in the beautiful 
observances of my Muslim and Jewish neighbors as well. 
 

John Edgerton 
Lead Pastor 

A few highlights from this month’s Messenger Bell:  monthly worship information, 

page 2;  reassessing art in worship, page 2; news from our Waging Peace Team, 

pages 3 and 6;  Adult Ed offerings in April, page 4; Parents Night Out information, 

page 5; prayers concerns, page 7.

 



 

Preaching in Lent 

All services are at 11 a.m. on Sundays unless otherwise 
noted. Worship is also livestreamed and the videos re-
main on the YouTube channel so that you may view 
them at a later time even if you can’t be with us on Sun-
day. 
 

CLICK HERE TO JOIN ON YOUTUBE 

April 6: Maundy Thursday  
6:30 p.m. Soup Supper 
8 p.m. Tenebrae 

 

April 9: Easter 
Special Music: Brass Ensemble 

John Edgerton 

April 16 John Edgerton 

April 23 Alicia Reese 

April 30 John Edgerton 

Ways to Serve in Worship 
Looking for a way to expand your worship experience?  
There are so many ways to serve in worship!  Adults and 
youth can serve as ushers/greeters, volunteer liturgists, 
and members of our Sanctuary Choir, while our children 
are welcome to serve as acolytes.  
 

• Sign up to serve as a volunteer liturgist here. 
• Sign up to serve as an acolyte here. 
• For more information about ushers, contact John 

(jedgerton@firstunited.com) 
• For more information about singing with the Sanctu-

ary Choir, contact Bill (bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 

Opportunities for Art in  

Worship 
Are you someone who is moved by art in worship? Are 
you committed to continuing the use of art in the wor-
ship experience?  Let yourself be known by contacting 
Laurie Jolicoeur (708-822-0265). 
 

The Worship, Music & Art Team is exploring the role of 
art in the future of worship. You may have read the Sun-
day, March 5 New York Times article, “The Power of Art 
in a Political Age” by David Brooks.  Food for thought.  
 

Many of the current participants in the Art Guild are 
ready to step away, having served creatively for many 
years.  WMA will be considering future installations and 
expressions based on feedback and communication we 
receive.   
 

You need not be handy or be an artist. Maybe you are 
gifted in design or you might simply be curious how you 
might contribute in this transitional time.  We welcome 
a new path forward.  There are various ways you might 
offer contributions:  ideas, knowledge of workshops, 
your own art, or you might know of someone who might 
be drawn to this creative expression.  We encourage you 
to reach out and share your thoughts and ideas. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtFAOpHMykGgFGFDaC05j7A
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090944a4ad2aa6f58-volunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084babad29a6fb6-acolytes2
mailto:jedgerton@firstunited.com
mailto:bill@firstunitedoakpark.com
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/02/opinion/politics-art-beauty.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/02/opinion/politics-art-beauty.html


 

Annual CROP Hunger Walk 

in Honor of  Sylvia Menninga 

and Doug Wyman 
Our local walk, Hunger Walkathon West, will take place 
on Sunday, May 7 and is honoring Sylvia Menninga and 
Doug Wyman, two prior members of the planning team 
who have died this year. We have a proud history of par-
ticipation in this community-wide effort which started 
with the Hunger Group that met at First United more 
than 35 years ago.  Last year First United raised 
$16,388.13 of the total earnings of $127,141.06.  Over 
$30,000 were distributed locally to Cluster Tutoring, 
Housing Forward and eight food pantries in Oak Park, 
Austin, Maywood, Melrose Park, and Forest Park. The 
rest is used by Church World Service for relief and devel-
opment programs around the world.   
 
You can join as a fundraiser/walker or to donate to the 
First United team/team member by clicking here.  
 
You may also receive requests to donate via email, Face-
book or in person from First United team mem-
bers.  Please consider joining us in the important effort 
to reduce hunger and hopelessness worldwide.  THANK 
YOU! 

and other civic organizations act on their missions for 
achieving lasting change in the world. There are 65 cities 
in the US with IAF affiliates. 
 

Do Not Stand Idly By 
In January of 2013, following the mass shooting at Sandy 
Hook, UPAJ and several IAF affiliates launched the Do 
Not Stand Idly By (DNSIB) campaign to reduce gun vio-
lence. From the beginning, this campaign has been fo-
cused on the entity with the most power to reduce gun 
violence: the gun industry.  For seven years, we worked 
to bring attention to the gun manufacturers: naming 
them, naming CEOs, tying their brands to crime gun sta-
tistics, and showing up at their offices to ask for a re-
sponse to our questions. Our goal was to get the indus-
try to pursue safety as a priority, while simultaneously 
building relationships with public buyers: mayors, police 
chiefs, and federal agencies. We had a number of public 
successes: 
 

• In 2016, we were able to move President Obama to 
issue an executive order using our language that 
would require the DOJ to produce a report on speci-
fications for smart gun technology.  

• In 2018, we co-led a successful shareholder resolu-
tion against the two public manufacturers: Smith & 
Wesson and Sturm Ruger. The resolution called for a 
report on what they were doing to address safety. 
When the reports were released, there was a state-
ment in one that said: “it’s not our problem, there’s 
no reputational risk to us.”  

• In 2019, we hosted a Gun Safety Tech Show in Mil-
waukee where entrepreneurs presented their inno-
vative gun safety products to 130 Police Chiefs and 
public officials. 
 

National Gun Safety Consortium 
Based on the success of our Gun Safety Tech Show, we 
launched the National Gun Safety Consortium (NGSC), a 
partnership between municipalities and law enforce-
ment to reduce gun violence using a unique strategy: to 
build and prove the market for products that keep guns 
safe from theft, unauthorized use, and accidental dis-
charge. While mass shootings gain the most attention 
and are horrific, unintentional shootings, homicides, and 
suicides account for the majority of firearm-related 
deaths and injuries that most often occur with unse-
cured guns. Nearly half of all gun owners do not regular-
ly secure their firearms in their homes, cars, and other 
places because of the desire for quick access.  
 

Continued on page 4. 

United Power for Action and 

Justice working for Gun 

Safety 
Written by DiAne Boese, adapted and edited by Lois 
Thiessen Love 
 

First United Church of Oak Park has been a member of 
United Power for Action and Justice (UPAJ) since 2010.  
UPAJ is an affiliate of the Industrial Areas Foundation 
(IAF) network, the nation’s largest and longest-standing 
non-partisan network of local community and faith-
based organizations with a successful track record of 
developing citizen leadership and helping congregations 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2023/team/first-united-church-of-oak-park


 

Gun Safety, continued from page 3. 
 

The NGSC is working with 19 law enforcement depart-
ments across 8 states to test devices that are designed 
for handguns and rifles (AR15 style guns) and to provide 
useful feedback to the entrepreneurs in this emerging 
market. There’s an enormous void in the marketplace 
between cable locks (that most gun owners don’t use) 
and gun safes. The NGSC is working to fill that void.  
 
We’re making headway and getting attention: 
• In March 2023, we are beginning an accredited civil-

ian gun owner study that will be led by a major 
healthcare company in New York.  

• The American Pediatric Association just published 
its guidelines on firearm safety and consulted with 
us on content.  

• We’re pursuing another Gun Safety Expo for public 
officials to continue to bring awareness of this 
emerging market of advanced technology products.  

 

With a problem as complicated as gun-related violence, 
multiple strategies are crucial. The NGSC is one strategy 
that provides an opportunity for responsible gun own-
ership that cities, counties, and states can help advance. 
Supported by both gun enthusiasts/gun owners and gun 
violence prevention advocates, this approach bridges 
the partisan divide by focusing on what we can all agree 
upon: gun safety. As we engage more law enforcement 
agencies and civilian gun owners across the U.S. in 
testing and evaluating the latest gun safety tools, we’ll 
build market demand and encourage the entrepreneuri-
al sector that produces them.  

Seraj Library Project Report 
Following two busy weeks in Palestine, four members 
of First Untied look forward to sharing what they 
learned form Palestinians about the political climate in 
Israel/Palestine. They will also share more about the 
Seraj Library Project, a not-for-profit headed by a Chi-
cago area native that has provided twelve libraries (so 
far) to refugee camps and under-resourced communi-
ties. Join us on April 16 
from 12:15-1:15 p.m. in 
Centennial Hall. A Middle 
Eastern lunch will be pro-
vided.  Please RSVP on 
the sign-up sheets at the 
Welcome Desk or on the 
display in the lounge. 

April Adult Ed Offerings 
Speaker Series Returns: Misconceptions About 

Women In Biblical Interpretation 
The Adult Ed speaker series will be back this month 
with a popular former presenter returning to speak on 
women in the bible. Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45am. 
 

Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University's internationally rec-
ognized biblical scholar and past Fulbright fellow, will 
first share the big picture of what Jewish scholar Carol 
Meyers (archaeologist and moderate feminist) tells us 
about the many roles women had in Israelite cul-
ture, then focus on the following: 
 
April 16: Hebrew translations regarding Israelite wom-
en (Genesis 1-3) 
April 23: Sarah, Hagar, and Abraham (Genesis 16 & 21) 
April 30: The much maligned Mary Magdalene  
 

Bible Group: Open Heart, Thoughtful Mind  
The Bible Group will continue meeting in the confer-
ence room off the lounge to discuss the lectionary 
reading for the day. Bibles provided! April 2, 16, 23, 30, 
9:45-10:45am. 
 
Remember that neither adult education nor children's 
church school is offered on Easter Sunday. 

Lenten Soup Suppers 

Brought Us Together 
Thank you to everyone who organized and attended 
the Lenten Soup Suppers. It was wonderful to share a 
meal and thoughtful conversation.  
 

Did you know that the delicious bread we enjoyed dur-
ing our soup suppers was baked from Sylvia Men-
ninga’s recipe?  Sylvia first taught us to make the bread 
in 2013. We made the same recipe for our soup sup-
pers to honor Sylvia’s memory.  Click here for the reci-
pe. 

Sylvia sharing her Early American 
bread recipe with First United in 2013. 

https://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Sylvia-Menningas-Early-American-Bread-Recipe.pdf


 

Register for FUSH Work Trip 
This July, FUSH will travel to Sunset Gap, TN for our 
summer service trip.  We will depart July 23 and return 
on July 29.  The cost is $400 per youth participant. Click 
here to register by May 1.  Reach out to  Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedoakpark) with any questions. 

FUSH 2023 Fundraisers 
This spring, FUSH is holding a series of fundraisers with 
a goal of raising $2000. Your support of these fundrais-
ers helps to: 
 

1. Offset the cost of the Summer Work Trip for our 
youth and their families; 

2. Provide funds for those in need of full or partial 
scholarships to allow them to attend the trip; and 

3. Pay for the materials we will need to complete pro-
jects at Sunset Gap, TN.  

 

We appreciate your support! 
 

FUSH Stocks for Sale 
Purchase stocks before and after worship on Sundays 
beginning on April 16 and running through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to 
hear stories from our youth. 
 

Parents’ Night Out 
Check out the graphic below for details on the Parents’ 
Night Out on April 15. Enjoy an evening out and leave 
the babysitting to our FUSH youth and their adult sup-
porters! 
 

BINGO & Silent Auction 
Sunday, May 7, FUSH will host a bingo night from 5-7 
p.m. Come play BINGO for prizes and bid on items from 
our youth (lawn mowing, babysitting, baked goods, and 
more!).  $5 for one card; $20 for five cards. 
 

FUJI Spring Retreat 
FUJI is heading to Tower Hill for their Spring Retreat.  
We need at least six youth to register in order for the 
retreat to run.  Click here for more information and to 
register.  Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) with any questions. 

https://onrealm.org/firstunitedoakpark/Registrations/Registrants/d6148781-56ce-422b-9d8d-afb1000703c7?congregantView=True
https://onrealm.org/firstunitedoakpark/Registrations/Registrants/d6148781-56ce-422b-9d8d-afb1000703c7?congregantView=True
mailto:areese@firstunitedoakpark
https://onrealm.org/firstunitedoakpark/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NmJjNWExYTYtNDk1ZS00ZWVjLWI5NDgtYWZjMzAxNDNmMjRj
https://onrealm.org/firstunitedoakpark/Registrations/Registrants/6ba3297d-a029-4d26-b4eb-af48011cb1e0?congregantView=True
mailto:areese@firstunitedoakpark.com


 

Zoom Links for Recurring  

Virtual Groups 
 

Fostering Connection and Support 

FCS meets weekly on Zoom for a time of informal con-

nection and support. This is a drop-in group. Come 

when you’d like. Stay as long as you can.  Here’s the 

link to join whenever you are able: https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/88937766305 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the second and fourth 

Monday of each month from 10-11 a.m. Please join us 

if you are able.  If the day and time do not work for you, 

please reach out to Alicia Reese 

(areese@firstunitedoakpark). Use this link to join:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85035296628  

Dinner and a Movie,  

April 14 
Friday, April 14: “My Life as a 
Zucchini.” When his alcoholic 
single mom dies in an acci-
dent, 9-year-old Courgette is 
sent to live at a children's 
home with other youngsters 
from troubled backgrounds. 
Though he struggles to fit in 
at first, Courgette gradually 
bonds with his new compan-
ions. Dinner at 6 p.m. ($5 
donation); movie at 6:30 
p.m. (free). Call Liz Swan (708) 567-3490 to RSVP.  

Save the Date for Family 

Camp! 
Planning is already under-
way! This summer's family 
camp will take place from 
Thursday, August 10 at 4 
p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 
11 a.m. More details will be available as the date draws 
nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on 
your attendance, contact Cathy Cerniglia 
(cgcernig@comcast.net.) 

News from the National 

Gun Safety Consortium and 

Our Waging Peace Team 
Our Waging Peace Team is excited to share the good work of 
the National Gun Safety Consortium:  
 

Biden Adopts NGSC Strategy  
On Tuesday, March 14, President Biden issued an Executive 
Order instructing the Department of Defense to use its pur-
chasing power to press for needed changes in the gun indus-
try, as well as to focus on gun safety and security. 
 

An outgrowth of the Do Not Stand Idly By campaign, the Na-
tional Gun Safety Consortium is organizing public sector 
leaders to combine their purchasing power, research and 
expertise to promote gun safety and tackle the problem of 
unsecured guns in America. Simultaneously, we have been 
urging the federal government to leverage its purchasing 
power to press the gun industry for improvements in safety 
technology and distribution practices. This is a step in the 
right direction. 
 

Gun Owner Study  
A team from the National Gun Safety Consortium has collab-
orated with Northwell Health to design an academic study 
on gun owner's reactions to gun safety products. Northwell 
Health is the largest health care company in the state of 
New York and its Center for Gun Violence Prevention is one 
of the leaders in academic research in the area of gun vio-
lence reduction.  
 

NOBLE Selects NGSC For Conference 
NGSC member city Cleveland, Ohio, is hosting the National 
Organization of Black Law Enforcement’s (NOBLE) 
47th Training Conference and Exhibition this summer, July 21 
to 25 and NGSC is excited to serve as a presenter. 
  

NGSC Representatives Meet With ATF Director 

Dettelbach 
Chief Packard of the Colorado State Patrol, Mayor Schor of Lan-
sing, MI, and members of the NGSC staffing team met with Di-
rector Dettelbach and senior staff in Washington DC. The pri-
mary focus of the meeting was to explore opportunities to 
work together moving forward. We’re continuing to follow up 
on connections made from this meeting with a focus on finding 
additional testing partners and potential funding options.  
  

Shot Show 2023 
Members of the NGSC staffing team attended the National 
Shooting and Sports Foundation’s SHOT Show in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, providing a networking opportunity to meet in per-
son with developers whose products NGSC members are or 
will be evaluating and to research new products to include in 
the future.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88937766305
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88937766305
mailto:areese@firstunitedoakpark
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85035296628
mailto:cgcernig@comcast.net.
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We lift up the prayers that have been shared in worship. 
 

For the wider world: 
• Peace and justice for the people of Israel and Palestine 
• Those in Syria and Turkey in the aftermath of earthquakes 
• Loomis Basin UCC receiving threats and harassment for their 

support of LGBTQIA+ youth  
• Those impacted by unjust systems and policies 
• For an end to oppression, hatred, and violence 
 

For those in our midst:  
• Stan Davis following hip surgery after breaking it in a fall 
• Lou Valsoano recovering from foot surgery and an infection 

sustained in the recovery process  
• Cyndie Chow and family following the birth of baby Craig  
• Kelly Pollock and family in the wake of a family death and 

continued concern for her father, Bruce 
• Mary Lou Anderson recently hospitalized in Texas 
• Marilyn Palmer and her son, Chris, following his recent surgery 
• The Showers family mourning the sudden and violent death of 

Tracey 
• The loved ones of Jacob Lofgren 
• All those undergoing cancer treatment 
• All those recovering from COVID 
 

For the joys in our lives: 
• Herta’s 101st birthday! 
• Welcoming New Members!  
• The baptism of Ben Louis Jakupovic! 
• Adam Alonso & BUILD opening their new facility 
• Lenten fellowship soup suppers 
• For the life of Art Hyde 
• Celebrating birthdays of loved ones  

RECENT EVOTIONALS  
 

Click here to read online 

March 7 Lady Lent Alicia Reese 

March 14 It’s Not Just a Good 
Idea; It’s the Law 

John Edgerton 

March 22 Provoked to Good 
Deeds 

Lydia Mulkey 

March 28 For Palm Sunday Alicia Reese 

April 3 A Letter to Holy Week Alicia Reese 

Have you ever visited the chapel at First United? It is 
full of stained-glass windows that create a calm and 
peaceful space that lends itself well to meditation, 
reflection, conversation, and prayer, among other 
things!  
 

Our deacons take turns hosting this space on Sun-
days immediately following worship for anyone who 
would like to visit. 
 

We look forward to welcoming you into this special 
space! 

https://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/evotionals-2/

