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An open community united in love and justice 
 
 

 



                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
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quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
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We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
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SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
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MUSIC MINISTRIES  
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GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
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Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
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robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
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who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
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(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
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Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
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and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
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Amen.  
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PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
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God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
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Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           
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Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
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Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
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Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
April 23, 2023 

 

 
 
 

An open community united in love and justice 
 
 

 



                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
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Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
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*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
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Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
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God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
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SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 
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In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
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And also with you!  
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For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
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problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
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date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
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now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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an open community united in love & justice 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 
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PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
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We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
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in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
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In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
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Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
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In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
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Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
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Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
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Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
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*Indication to stand in body or spirit 
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in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
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In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
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In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
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In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
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Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
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robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
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who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
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Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
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Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
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we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
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SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
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date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
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Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 
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Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
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(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
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Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
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Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
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Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
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Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
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Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
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Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
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Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
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Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
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Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
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We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
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Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
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EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
April 23, 2023 

 

 
 
 

An open community united in love and justice 
 
 

 



                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
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Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 
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PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
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Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
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In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
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But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
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we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
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We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
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deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
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REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
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SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
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Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
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In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
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Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
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Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
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Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
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Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
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Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
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*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
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God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
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Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
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Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
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Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
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Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
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Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
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Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
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Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
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and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
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we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
April 23, 2023 

 

 
 
 

An open community united in love and justice 
 
 

 



                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
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TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
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as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
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Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
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Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
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and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
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calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
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Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
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ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
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Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
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my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
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*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
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REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
April 23, 2023 

 

 
 
 

An open community united in love and justice 
 
 

 



                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
April 23, 2023 

 

 
 
 

An open community united in love and justice 
 
 

 



                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
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as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
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Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
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who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
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(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
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In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
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Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
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God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
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Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
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who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
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Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
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and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
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we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
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we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
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Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
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the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
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Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
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Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
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as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
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Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
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Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
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Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
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19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
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deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
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robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
April 23, 2023 

 

 
 
 

An open community united in love and justice 
 
 

 



                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
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In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
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Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
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Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
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We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
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REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
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and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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an open community united in love & justice 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
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as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
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Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
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Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
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Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
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In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
April 23, 2023 

 

 
 
 

An open community united in love and justice 
 
 

 



                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
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In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
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as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
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Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
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now and evermore.  
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Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  
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Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
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*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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An open community united in love and justice 
 
 

 



                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
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Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
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Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
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and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
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teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
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and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
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Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
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Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
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and all the twinkling starry host.  
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than all the angels heaven can boast.  
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now and evermore.  
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Praise Christ all people here below,  
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Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
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Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
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The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
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Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
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In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
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God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
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Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
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We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
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MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
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(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
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*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
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Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
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who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
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Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  
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Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
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and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
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Amen.  
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MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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April 23, 2023 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
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In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
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PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
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Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
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Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
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thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
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Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
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Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
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(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
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we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
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who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
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a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
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Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
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Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
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EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
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SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 
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In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
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May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
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For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
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Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
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God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
April 23, 2023 

 

 
 
 

An open community united in love and justice 
 
 

 



                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
April 23, 2023 

 

 
 
 

An open community united in love and justice 
 
 

 



                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
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date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
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Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
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Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
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In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
April 23, 2023 

 

 
 
 

An open community united in love and justice 
 
 

 



                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
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Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
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Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
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in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
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In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
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Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
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Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
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who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
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Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
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Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
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Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
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August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
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ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
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Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 
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thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
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(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
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and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
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Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
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Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
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Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
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Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
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Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
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CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
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EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
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CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
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in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
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In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
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Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
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Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
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deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
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Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
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simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
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We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
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Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
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Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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an open community united in love & justice 
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                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
April 23, 2023 

 

 
 
 

An open community united in love and justice 
 
 

 



                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
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Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
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Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
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Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
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thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
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In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
April 23, 2023 

 

 
 
 

An open community united in love and justice 
 
 

 



                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
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We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
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For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
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Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
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thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
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who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
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(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
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Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
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Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
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and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
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we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
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*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
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to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
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EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
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                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
April 23, 2023 

 

 
 
 

An open community united in love and justice 
 
 

 



                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 
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Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
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Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
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Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
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*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
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Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
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Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
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thou of God and man the Son,  
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now and evermore.  
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Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
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Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
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DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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April 23, 2023 

 

 
 
 

An open community united in love and justice 
 
 

 



                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Mark Sudeith            
McKee arranged by John F. Kriebel 
Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
We greet this day that God has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea;  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 



SERMON RESPONSE                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Fivefold Amen (Black hymnal no. 161)                                            & Congregation              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

CALL TO THE OFFERING – 4TH SUNDAY                                John Edgerton  
                                         
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                             Sanctuary Choir 
Fairest Lord Jesus by Stephen Main 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
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Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,   
thou of God and man the Son,  
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul’s glory and crown.  
   
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
who makes the woeful heart to sing.  
   
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host.  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast.  
   
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!  
Son of God and Son of man!  
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  
now and evermore.  
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               Sanctuary Choir   
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    & Congregation 
(Lasst uns erfreuen)   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  



Praise Christ all people here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia,   
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore,  
Praise Triune God whom we adore,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Alicia Reese                      
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors   
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,   
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen.  
 

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir      
Help Us Accept Each Other (Black hymnal no. 388)                       & Congregation 
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.   
 
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.   
 
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.   
 



God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one!   
  
*BLESSING                                                                                     Alicia Reese                                   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                         Sanctuary Choir 
Halleluja (Black hymnal no. 236)                                                     & Congregation                            
Halleluja! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Mark Sudeith                   
Variations and Fughetta on ‘Aurelia’ by Irvine Dearnaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES     
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.    
  

DONUTS WITH DEACONS TODAY 
Join us in the lounge after worship to enjoy donuts with our deacons!  Not sure who your 
deacon is?  Not sure what a deacon does?  This is the perfect opportunity to meet our 
deacons and learn how they serve our First United community. Can’t stay this week?  No 
problem.  The Deacons will bring more donuts next week! 
 

FUSH STOCKS FOR SALE 
Support our FUSH high school summer service trip with your stock purchase.  Shares are $20 
and are available before and after worship in the lounge on Sundays through May 21. All 
stockholders will be invited to a meal after the trip to hear stories from our youth.   
 

ADULT ED SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday, April 30, Dr. Nancy Lee, Elmhurst University biblical scholar, will return for her 
third and final presentation on Misconceptions About Women in Biblical 
Interpretation, focusing on Mary Magdalene. The Bible Group which usually meets 
simultaneously in the conference room will instead be joining the speaker series. Adult Ed 
meets in Centennial Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

YOUTH TRIP REGISTRATIONS:  FUJI SPRING RETREAT & FUSH SUMMER SERVICE 
Calling all First United youth:  Get your registrations in for the FUJI Spring Retreat and/or 
the FUSH Summer Service Trip.  FUJI is headed to Tower Hill on May 5 through May 7.  FUSH 
is headed to Sunset Gap, Tennessee on July 23 through July 29. Reach out to Alicia 
(areese@firstunitedokaprk.com) for the full details and links to register. 
 
REMEMBERING SYLVIA MENNINGA, MEMORIAL SERVICE ON MAY 6 
We will celebrate the life of Sylvia Menninga on May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow the service in the lounge. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 
Are you making summer plans already? Mark your calendar for family camp from Thursday, 
August 10 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, August 13, at 11 a.m. More details will be available as the 
date draws nearer. For questions or to let us know we can count on your attendance, 
contact Cathy Cerniglia (cgcernig@comcast.net.) 
  



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of 
Christ.  We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our 
diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming 
congregation, committed to full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & 
ministry. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of 
forms, from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning speaker series. Watch the 
Thursday EBlast for the latest offerings. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books 
are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and 
quiet play for children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 
a.m., we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with singing, praying, 
and creating. Contact the office (office@firstunitedoakpark.com) to learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
We hope you enjoy the music of our Sanctuary Choir and soloists in worship. COVID-
19 has altered the way we do music, but music remains deeply important to our 
worship experience. For more information contact Bill Chin 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 pm here at the church. Contact 
Alicia Reese (areese@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more information. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Lead Pastor John Edgerton – jedgerton@firstunitedoakpark.com 

                        Associate Pastor Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 
                        Associate Pastor Alicia Reese – areese@firstunitedoakpark.com 
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                                               Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
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Bread of Life arranged by David Christensen 
 
WELCOME                                                                                  Caroline Raducha                             
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
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We come in hope and longing,   
in faith and thanksgiving.  
In this season of Eastertide, we recognize God’s loving presence.  
We come to worship and praise, to pray and be renewed.  
In our time together, we affirm the immensity of God’s grace.  
O God, guide our hearts and direct our thoughts. Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE   
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you!  
       
*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir          
In Christ There Is No East or West (Black hymnal no. 394)          & Congregation                                       
In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.       
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
God’s service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; 
For men and women live in God, and all are kin to me. 
 



In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; 
One joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.   
                                       
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                            John Edgerton   
  
ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Sanctuary Choir       
Now the Green Blade Rises (Black hymnal no. 238, v. 1)           & Congregation      
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
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LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                        John Edgerton  
 
*SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                                     Sanctuary Choir 
Break Now the Bread of Life (Black hymnal no. 321)                   & Congregation   
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
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my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.   
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
as you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, 
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.            
 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 PETER 1:17-23                         Caroline Raducha           

                                                     
SERMON – CLAIMING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY                              Alicia Reese 
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