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Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  

~1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 
Up until very recently, my work here at First United was many 
things: worship leadership, budget-minding, policy oversight, 
event planning. . . you get the idea. Once the email 
announcement of my upcoming departure was sent, my work 
became about one thing—doing a faithful and intentional job of 
leave-taking.   
 
The life of the church is always one of change and 
adaptation.  We baptize babies and we bury saints. We confirm 
youth into leadership, send them off to college or other parts 
beyond, and gratefully welcome them back again.  And so, while I 
know that my departure is a significant one, hellos and goodbyes 
are very much in the wheelhouse of a Christian church.   
 
Starting this coming Sunday, I’ll be putting a clipboard on the 
elder desk with times I’m setting aside for anyone who would like 
to have an individual conversation with me.  The work that we’ve 
done over these past four years has been wonderful. I look 
forward to these conversations. 
 

John Edgerton 
Lead Pastor 

 
Read Pastor John’s resignation announcement by clicking here. 

A few highlights from this month’s Messenger Bell:  preaching schedule, page 2; 

Capital Campaign update, page 2;  Peace Corner, page 2;  prayer concerns, 

page 3.

 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/An-Important-Announcement-from-First-United-Lead-Pastor-John-Edgerton.html?soid=1109264035173&aid=zcxF4RRjT88


 

Preaching in May 

July 9 John Edgerton 

July 16 
Outdoor Worship 

John Edgerton 

July 23 TBD 

July 30 Lydia Mulkey 

Ways to Serve in Worship 
Looking for a way to expand your worship experience?  
There are so many ways to serve in worship!  Adults and 
youth can serve as ushers/greeters, volunteer liturgists, 
and members of our Sanctuary Choir, while our children 
are welcome to serve as acolytes.  
 

• Sign up to serve as a volunteer liturgist here. 
• Sign up to serve as an acolyte here. 
• For more information about ushers, contact John 

(jedgerton@firstunited.com) 
• For more information about singing with the Sanctu-

ary Choir starting in September, contact Bill 
(bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 

All services are at 11 a.m. on Sundays unless otherwise 
noted. Worship is also livestreamed and the videos re-
main on the YouTube channel so that you may view 
them at a later time even if you can’t be with us on Sun-
day. 
 

CLICK HERE TO JOIN ON YOUTUBE 

Capital Campaign News 
As First United Church begins its active summer season, 
our Capital Campaign is entering an exciting phase.  
Guided by our vision of the church God is calling us to 
be, we are investing in our future.  Gifts to the campaign 
will improve our building’s accessibility and efficiency, 
strengthen congregational care, support social justice, 
and enhance our financial stability.   
 
Spearheaded by our consulting team Latz and Company, 
the initial phase of the campaign is nearing conclusion.  
Soon we will launch a wider-ranging phase.  Everyone 
will be invited to make a generous multi-year capital 
commitment in addition to an annual operational 
pledge.  These vital contributions will make sure that we 
pass along God’s great blessing, a healthy, vital First 
United Church, to future generations. 
 
Stay tuned for more information in the coming weeks 
and months.  We’ll share more details about the goals 
and progress of the campaign and the many  opportuni-
ties for participation. 

Peace Corner: Imagine.  
Over fifty years ago, John Lennon invited us to imagine a 
different kind of world where all people would be “livin’ 
life in peace.”  This June, local faith communities and 
neighbors united to extend a similar message.  Through-
out Oak Park and River Forest, orange banners and yard 
signs invited you to “Imagine a World Without Gun Vio-
lence.”  
 

The idea was sparked by a group of Oak Park Waging 
Peace activists after seeing an image of a similar banner 
that was included in an article written by a Presbyterian 
pastor calling on churches to be more vocal about gun 
violence and to lead the demand for action from the 
government.  
 

This conviction begins with the capacity to truly imagine 
our country free from gun violence. We have the audaci-
ty to ask our children to prepare for – to imagine – a live 
shooter in their school cafeteria. Yet we don’t ask our 
children to imagine living in a country where they would 
be protected from gun violence. We are responsible for 
the images that shape our children’s minds, their sense 
of well-being, their hopes…They need to know that we 
are committed to taking action and that our imagination 
has muscle.   

Continued on page 3. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090944a4ad2aa6f58-volunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084babad29a6fb6-acolytes2
mailto:jedgerton@firstunited.com
mailto:bill@firstunitedoakpark.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtFAOpHMykGgFGFDaC05j7A
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We lift up the prayers that have been shared in worship. 
 

For the wider world: 
• An end to gun violence and mass shootings 
• Young adults trying to find their way in the world 
• Safety for LGBTQIA+ people who are living with fear 
• Those in a time of uncertainty or transition  
• For those in a difficult marriage  
 

For those in our midst:  
• Good luck to all of our graduating seniors on wherever 

life takes you next 
• Anna Sadowski who is hospitalized for an infection 
• Deb Kapp and Tony Ruger with continued health 

concerns 
• Sam Chapman-Rienstra dealing with a bum ankle and 

recent allergic reaction 
• Rosy Morrison suffering from pneumonia 
 

For the joys in our lives: 
• Deb Stracco and Pennie Ebsen on the sale of their home 

and recent (local) move 
• Debra Bade on her recent new home purchase 
• For all those newly elected to serve on council, deacons, 

and the nominating team 
• The wonderful work of our volunteers at A Day in Our 

Village including Cynthia Collazo, Jackie Eckholm (intrepid 
point person!), Chris Engelhardt, Sara Stevenson, and 
Caitlin Zinsser 

• A wonderful New Member reunion breakfast hosted by 
the Newcomers Team 

• The work of Deacons Georga Parchem and Betsy Samore 
who will be completing their terms of service 

• Dave Hanson who has stepped up to chair the Finance 
Team 

RECENT EVOTIONALS  
 

Click here  to read our most recent evotionals 
online.   

Imagine, continued from p. 2. 
 

What does this imagination look like? Perhaps a 
bit different for each person, but certainly com-
mitting to at least one action: Join Oak Park-
Austin Area Moms Demand Action. Volunteer at 
Mercy Garden for Peace and Healing, a commu-
nity garden in the Austin neighborhood dedicat-
ed to survivors of gun violence (a program of 
MothersOnaMission28). Contact your school 
board demanding a secure firearm storage poli-
cy. Keep the telephone numbers for your state 
senator and representative in your cell phone 
contacts so it’s quick and easy to call during criti-
cal legislation pushes (a call only takes just one 
minute!). Submit witness slips. with just a few 
clicks you can file your position on a particular 
gun violence prevention bill to an Illinois Senate 
or House committee hearing. https://my.ilga.gov 
(Witness slips were one of the reasons the IL 
General Assembly just passed the Gun Industry 
Accountability Act). 
 

I recently heard in a pastor’s sermon that “hope 
is a decision.”  I would say that imagination is a 
decision, too.  And I believe that, prior to his 
death by gun violence, John Lennon meant for 
his words to inspire life-altering decisions and 
actions. 
 

You may say I’m a dreamer, but I’m not the only 
one. I hope someday you’ll join us, And the world 
will live as one.       - John Lennon 

https://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/evotionals-2/
https://my.ilga.gov

