
 

CALLING ALL SUPERHEROES! 

MESSENGERbell 
September 2023 

 

moving from 

WORDS TO WITNESS IN OUR  

RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. 

moving from 

INDIVIDUALISM TO INTIMATE 

FELLOWSHIP IN OUR RELATIONSHIP  

WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF THE  

CHURCH COMMUNITY. 

moving from 

CHARITY TO CHANGING  

STRUCTURES IN OUR RELATIONSHIP  

WITH THE WORLD. 

FIRST  
UNITED  
CHURCH OF  
OAK PARK 

“God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love 
and of self-discipline.” 2 Timothy 1:7 
 

“Holy Gathering Day Batman!” — Robin 
 

With all the change going on in our world, in our lives, and in our church, it 
wouldn’t be too difficult to become frozen in fear. We could easily become 
cowards, shrinking from the task at hand. BUT! God’s spirit in us is not one of 
cowardice! According to 2 Timothy, God has given us a spirit of POWER and of 
LOVE and of SELF-DISCIPLINE. That is good news! We’re going to celebrate that 
good news with our Gathering Day theme, “Calling All Superheroes!” As Superman 
said, “There is a superhero in all of us.” God has given each of us special powers 
with which to change the world for the better. And as spiderman said, “With great 
power comes great responsibility.” Luckily, we get to work together. I hope you’ll 
join us. Here’s what to expect on Gathering Day: 
 

• Please register your child for church school. It helps us to know how many 
students to expect. We’ll see you in the sanctuary with your child at 9:45 a.m. 
on Gathering Day. Also, be sure to thank the superheroes among us, our 
church school leaders. They’ll be the ones in the capes. No, really, they will! 

• Adult Education will begin the year with a conversation with some true heroes, 
retired pastors. Come and hear about their ministries and celebrate them in 
Centennial Hall at 9:45 a.m. 

• At 11 a.m., you won’t want to miss worship! Bobby is going to pull out all the 
stops—the music will be fit for true superheroes. You might even find yourself 
transported to a galaxy far, far away. 

• After worship, we will have our traditional root beer floats, and no one wants 
to miss those. 

• Our youth programming will start up in the evening, so make sure you’ve 
registered your 7th-12th graders! 

 

I am always excited for Gathering Day, but I have to say this year feels extra fun. I 
hope you’ll forward this to a friend you’ve been meaning to invite to church and 
let them know you’d love for them to join you. This is a perfect day to get to know 
First United. 
 

I’ll borrow my sign off from Superman, of course. 
“Truth, justice, and a better tomorrow,” 
Pastor Lydia 

A few highlights from this month’s Messenger Bell:  update from the interim pasto-

ral search team, page 3; education program offerings, page 4; tenth annual (!) 

House to Home project, page 5; Wholly, a new way to worship, page 7; 90+ birth-

day party, page 8.

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdIU-J31E40E1XK_nOQx7jZal1JWY97MIQldxI_5p-tRjvOeA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeNpwzVk7xWaw9GoSVmrA6jsTg05JYpm_0mLhqUjQwEiD8CZw/viewform


 

Preaching in August 

September 10 
Communion 

Lydia Mulkey 
 

September 17 Caden Eckert 

September 24 Alicia Reese 

October 1 Beth Dickerson 

All services are at 11 a.m. on Sundays unless otherwise 
noted. Worship is also livestreamed and the videos re-
main on the YouTube channel so that you may view 
them at a later time even if you can’t be with us on Sun-
day. 
 

CLICK HERE TO JOIN ON YOUTUBE 

NEXT BEGINS NOW: Our Capital 

Campaign’s Final Chapter 
NEXT BEGINS NOW, First United Church’s ambitious 
capital fund-raising campaign, will open its final chapter 
on September 10. Thanks to the generous commit-
ments of early participants, $1,125,000 of our 
$1,750,000 goal has already been raised. Now the en-
tire congregation is asked to commit the remaining 
$625,000, in addition to our usual annual giving. Every 
member and friend of the church will be invited to con-
tribute.   
 

These capital funds, received during the next three to 
five years, will improve the physical accessibility and 
energy efficiency of our building, enhance our loving 
care for each other, strengthen our commitment to so-
cial justice, and increase our financial stability by paying 
off the debt that helped replace our 100-year-old roof.  
 

As our busy fall season gets underway, NEXT BEGINS 
NOW will be a grand opportunity to fulfill our Vision of 
the Church that God is calling us to be.  Stay tuned!   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtFAOpHMykGgFGFDaC05j7A


 

An Update from Our Interim Pastoral Search Team:  

Congregation “Reach Out To Listen” Plan 
Why an Interim Pastor? 
A lot has happened in the last decade at First United Church of Oak Park.  After a period of many staff transitions, a 
Pastoral Nominating Team selected Reverend John Edgerton as our candidate for Lead Pastor in 2019.  After only 
four years, John has decided to return as the new Senior Pastor of Old South Church in Boston, a church in which he 
served as an Associate Pastor before coming to First United.  We are most fortunate to have had this time with 
John.  During his tenure our staff and church have stabilized, and we are moving toward significant growth both spir-
itually and financially. 
 

Before embarking on a search for a settled senior pastor, our Interim Pastoral Search Team will put together an ini-
tial draft of our Church Profile.  It will form the basis for decisions around who we nominate as our interim.  He or 
she will guide us during this transitional period between John Edgerton and our new settled senior pastor.  We will 
need to spend some time considering what we have learned about “who we are, who is our neighbor, and who God 
is calling us to become.”  An intentional interim pastor is trained to help us through this discernment.  He or she will 
be our guide through this next transition in the life of First United Church of Oak Park. 
 

A few nuts and bolts about the Interim Pastor Search: 
• We want to find our interim pastor as quickly as possible, ideally within a few months, but we don’t want to sac-

rifice quality just to get someone quickly. 
• While we are searching for the interim pastor, our two Associate Pastors will cover the pastoral duties. 
• Interim pastors generally serve church for one to two-and-a-half years.  During this time, a Pastoral Nominating 

Committee will refine the Profile that we have drafted to search for our new settled lead pastor. 
• Your input is important to us! Over the next couple of months, you will have the opportunity to share your 

thoughts about the qualities and concerns that we need to consider before selecting our nominee for this inter-
im pastor position. 

• Even if we find an awesome interim, we cannot offer the settled pastor position to our interim pastor!  The UCC 
and Presbyterian Church policies and practices strongly discourage or forbid it. 

 

Finally, the Interim Pastoral Search Team will keep you informed about our progress, but please understand that it is 
important to protect the privacy of potential candidates.  We will not be sharing confidential information from our 
meetings with the church community. 
 

Join members of the team in the Chapel on Gathering Day (September 10) before (10-11 a.m.) and after (12-1 
p.m.) worship to take a few minutes to share your thoughts and hopes for our next interim pastor. 

What’s in a Name: Branding 

and the Church 
This year, the Communications Team is focusing on out-
ward-facing marketing and publicity. That means that 
the team is concentrating on how others view First Unit-
ed and developing strategies and content to entice 
those outside our walls to check out what is happening 
inside our walls. As part of this work, the team plans to 
build and refine a consistent brand—an outward facing 
image—for First United that is recognizable and tells 
who we are and what we are about in an attractive, con-
sistent, and visual way. We will also develop a brand 
strategy and guidelines for brand implementation.  
 

When you think of a “brand,” what’s the first thing that 

comes to mind? Maybe the golden arches of McDon-
ald’s or the Nike swoosh, but probably not a church. But 
churches need brands, too! In the context of a church, 
our brand is how people view our church – it helps to 
form a first impression that draws people in and can 
help them relate to mission and vision. 
 

So how do YOU see First United? Please click to com-
plete this short survey to help the Communications 
Team better understand how YOU perceive our church. 
The survey will be open through the end of September. 
Paper forms will be available at the Welcome Station 
(that’s a rebranded Elder Desk) beginning on Gathering 
Day. We look forward to sharing the results 

https://forms.gle/Pvu7zGLcL4iXz48z6


 

Education for All! 

Adult Ed Speaker Series in Sep-

tember and October 
The Adult Ed speaker series offers presentations by reli-
gious, civic, and academic thinkers on biblical and contem-
porary topics. All sessions are on Sundays from 9:45 to 
10:45 a.m. in Centennial Hall. 
 

Retired Pastors Speak: Careers in Ministry 
Reverends Bill Bigelow, Stan Davis, Beth Dickerson, and 
Charlie Morris. 
Retired pastors currently affiliated with First United share 
reflections – preparation, trends, joys, challenges, inspira-
tion — on their ministerial careers. Laughter guaranteed. 
One session on Sept. 10. 
 

Mental Health Challenges Today (2 sessions) 
Benedict Gierl, MD of RUSH Medical College; Nanette Lar-
son, of Illinois Department of Human Services; Brenda 
Hampton of Jane Addams Center for Social Policy and Re-
search at the University of Illinois Chicago; Dr. Brenda Ross 
of Concordia University Chicago 
Media reports indicate that there is currently an "epidemic 
of loneliness" among adults, with people of all ages experi-
encing unprecedented levels of depression, anxiety, and 
gender dysphoria. Join us for two sessions in which mental 
health professionals share their perspectives on today’s 
mental health crisis, and address how their faith intersects 
with their practice.  
Sept. 17 - Faith and Mental Health 
Sept 24. - Loneliness, Depression, and Bereavement 
 

Otherness in the Old Testament (3 sessions) 
Dr. Steed Vernyl Davidson, Ex Dir of the Society of Biblical 
Literature, Atlanta GA 
Dr. Steed will present three sessions on experiences of oth-
erness in the Old Testament: the extermination of an indige-
nous population in Deuteronomy; the complex institution of 
the monarchy; and depictions of the prophets with both 
traditional masculine and feminine characteristics. 
Oct. 1 - Reading as a Native 
Oct. 8 - The Divine Right of Kings 
Oct. 15 - Queering the Prophets 

It’s Not Too Late:  Register for 

Church School 
Church School for kids ages PreK through Eighth Grade 
kicks off this Sunday, but we welcome newcomers at any 
time. Church School is from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. on most 
Sunday mornings. Telling the stories of the Bible through 
a lens of love and justice, we provide opportunities for 
students to feel a sense of belonging in their church 
community.  
 

Use this link to register for the 2023-24 program year 
and then meet us in the lounge at 9:20 to check in!  

Bible Study Is Back! 
After a summer hiatus, Bible Study is starting up again 
on Sunday, September 17, meeting from 9:45 - 10:45 
a.m. in the conference room. Reverend Charles Morris 
will lead our discussion. Charlie has been a member of 
First United since retiring as senior pastor of Fort Wash-
ington Collegiate Church in New York. He will lead the 
first three sessions, September 17 and 24, and October 
1, on chapters in the book of Matthew. Join us in a live-
ly, thoughtful, exploration of the book of Matthew!  

Quest Returns on September 24 
High School Freshmen and fami-
lies! Quest (confirmation class) 
will kick off with an orientation on 
Sunday, September 24 at 9:30 
a.m. in the chapel!  
 

Regular Quest class sessions will 
take place in room 13, however, 
for orientation we will meet in the chapel to accommo-
date a larger group of people.    

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdIU-J31E40E1XK_nOQx7jZal1JWY97MIQldxI_5p-tRjvOeA/viewform


 

Put Your Faith Into Action 

House To Home Kicks Off Later 

This Month 
This year marks First United’s 10th (!) annual House to 
Home Project benefitting First United Mission Partner 
Housing Forward.  House to Home kicks off on Sunday, 
September 17. 
 

House to Home, sponsored by 
the Housing Justice Com-
mittee, a subcommittee of 
Faith in Action, has become a 
signature project of the 
church. Our goal this year is to 
help our mission partner 

Housing Forward furnish four apartments with NEW 
household items and supplies for families who are 
moving from interim housing at the Write Inn or shel-
ters into their own apartments. We help welcome fam-
ilies into their new apartments with items they need to 
make their apartment into a real home — tissues and 
toilet paper, new dishes, cookware and glassware, bed 
and bath items, a TV, microwave and vacuum cleaner, 
mop and bucket, etc. 
 

 Team Members will be in the Lounge for three Sun-
days with sign-up lists and online 24/7 via Sign Up Ge-
nius, encouraging you to participate so that we can 
continue to make House to Home the incredible suc-
cess that it has been for the past nine years.  
 

First, review the list of items either in the Lounge or via 
Sign Up Genius, OR choose to make a financial dona-
tion to help with added costs, such as boxes, moving 
truck, items still needed, etc.  Then sign up and arrange 
for delivery:  
 

• In person: Sign up in the Lounge to purchase an 
item or items on Sundays September 17 and 24, 
and October 1. Hand deliver or have your items 
shipped directly to the Church (see below). 

• Online: Click here to access the Sign Up Genius any 
time between September 17 and October 1. Select 
the item(s) that you would like to donate. Use the 
comments line in the Sign Up Genius to tell us 
whether you will ship your donated item(s) directly 
to the church or drop them off at church yourself. 
Then it’s time to shop! 

• Financial donation: You may make a donation at the 
House to Home table in the Lounge on Sundays, mail 
a donation to church with a notation directing it to 
House to Home, or donate online. Online instructions 
will be publicized soon, or you may call Ann Tanner 
for help.  

 

Please note that Housing Forward can only accept NEW 
items.   
 

IMPORTANT for shipping:   
• To ship items directly to the church: Ship to: House 

to Home Project, First United Church of Oak Park, 
848 Lake Street, Oak Park, IL 60301. Delivery should 
be before October 3.  

• To drop items off: Mark your items “House to Home” 
and bring them to the church on or before October 
3. Please call first to confirm that church staff is avail-
able to receive your package.  

 

Whatever shopping or delivery methods you choose, 
please be sure to sign up either online via Sign Up Genius 
or in the Lounge so that we know what you are purchas-
ing, how it will be delivered, and what is still available for 
others to donate.  
 

We welcome your participation as we live into our vision 
of moving from Words to Witness by helping to provide 
the comforts of home to persons settling into a place 
they can call their own. Housing Forward, our church 
and the recipients of your generosity deeply appreciate 
your participation!  
 

If you have questions, can’t make Sign Up Genius work, 
or just need to talk to someone about all of this, contact 
Ann Tanner (847-977-5932; awtanner@gmail.com).  

Peace Vigils: A Way of Peace 
Peace Vigils at First United Church have been a witness 
to our commitment to the way of peace and to our com-
mitment to take action to further peace.  We are thank-
ful for Rev. John Edgerton’s pastoral creative leadership 
for our vigils.  We’ve created signs, hung banners, 
marched through town calling for peace and justice,  
shared painful stories of gun violence affecting our lives, 
and healing moments with one another through listen-
ing and praying.  These Peace Vigils  

Continued on page __. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C4CAFA622A02-2023#/
mailto:awtanner@gmail.com


 

Peace Vigil, continued from page _5. 

engaged us in deeply meaningful reflection and actions 
that moved us to go out into the world as a community 
to be peacemakers.   
 
Let us Pray for Peace 
God of peace and possibility, help us to give peace a 
chance in this world. 
We want to give peace a chance, yet we have already 
missed so many opportunities. 
We have sabotaged so many initiatives;  
Instead of overcoming evil with good,  
we have stood by while good was overpowered. 
Forgive us God. 
  
We pray this day for an end to violence and disruption 
in our homes, schools, and streets. 
Comfort all victims of domestic violence and gun vio-
lence. Bring an end to the violence.  
Strengthen us to be advocates on behalf of victims and 
their families.  
Strengthen us to bring perpetrators to justice and true 
repentance. 
Strengthen us to change the systems necessary to pro-
mote peace.    

Environmental Justice Oppor-

tunity from Faith in Action 
Faith In Action invites you to participate on October 8-11 
in this year's Green Team Summit where we will explore 
ways to address our climate crises, amplify the voices of 
our communities, and care for our well-being. The Green 
Team Summit is organized by Faith in Place, one of First 
United's environmental justice mission partners. Their 
key program areas include Energy and Climate Change, 
Sustainable Food and Land Use, Water Preservation, Ad-
vocacy, and Youth.  Register at http://
www.faithinplace.org 

Fellowship & Community of Care 

FUSH and FUJI Kick Off  
Youth Groups will kick off on Sunday, September 10  
Join us from 5-7 pm on the church lawn for Fellowship, 
Food, and Games! 
 

Parents, you are invited to come too! For a Meet-&-
Greet / Q&A opportunity with Pastor Alicia and to tour 
spaces special to our youth ministry programs!  If you 
haven’t already done so, please click here to register 
your youth for this year’s programming. 

Dinner and a Movie: Carmen 

Jones 
Our next showing will be on Friday, 
September 8 in the lounge when we 
enjoy the 1954 classic “Carmen 
Jones.”  
 

The tale of the cigarette-maker Car-
men and the Spanish cavalry soldier 
Don Jose is translated into a modern-
day story of a parachute factory work-
er and a stalwart GI named Joe who is 
about to go to flying school. Conflict arises when a prize-
ring champ captures the heart of Carmen after she has 
seduced Joe and caused him to go AWOL. Harry Belafon-
te and Dorothy Dandridge star in this musical.  
 

Dinner at 6:00 ($5 donation); movie at 6:30 (free). Call 
Liz Swan (708) 567-3490 or email easwan@gmail.com.  

http://www.faithinplace.org
http://www.faithinplace.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeNpwzVk7xWaw9GoSVmrA6jsTg05JYpm_0mLhqUjQwEiD8CZw/viewform
mailto:easwan@gmail.com
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We lift up the prayers that have been shared in worship. 
 

For the wider world: 
• An end to gun violence and mass shootings 
• An end to gun violence and prayers for all those who 

mourn a loved one killed by it 
• For the people of Maui 
• For Jacksonville, FL 
• The people of Ukraine 
• The people of Sudan 
• Peace in Israel/Palestine 
 

For those in our midst:  
• Michele Zurakowski recovering from a broken ankle 
• Claudette Zobel recovering from a broken shoulder 
• Jerry Sebesta in the hospital 
• Gertrude Leong whose health is declining 
• Stan Davis as he continues to recover following another 

recent fall 
• Porter/Davis family mourning the death of Renee’s father 
• Janet Haisman and family mourning Bob’s death 
 

For the joys in our lives: 
• Elaine Pierce and the radical hospitality she has shown by 

opening her home to refugee families 
• LoisJean Komai Thompson prayers and blessings on her 

move to Georgia 
• Kelly Pollock’s father, Bruce getting to go home 
• FUSH work camp trip to TN 
• Another school and program year beginning — prayers 

for all student and teachers 

RECENT EVOTIONALS  
 

Click here  to read our most recent evotionals 
online.   

The Realm of God Is Like a 

Carnivorous Plant 

John Edgerton 

All the Feels Lydia Mulkey 

Breath of New Life Alicia Reese FCS Returns 
Fostering Connection and Support 
meets weekly on Zoom for a time of 
prayer, connection, and support.  
Rev. Beth Dickerson joins us to facili-
tate conversation. Come when you’d 
like. Stay as long as you can. The 
group meets virtually on Thursdays at 
10 a.m.  Click here to join. 

https://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/evotionals-2/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84370684085?pwd=Ty9hMktkTW5SL3FTWkxrS2VmZWNKZz09

