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Welcome to November! The trees are showing us that to everything there is 
a season and a time for every purpose under heaven. The leaves have 
moved on from their green and growing season, to the bright and beautiful 
season of change, and now they have begun falling to make way for a 
season of renewal. As natural and beautiful as the seasons are, the shift in 
season can also be sad. We were sad to say goodbye to our lead pastor, 
John Edgerton, when his season of serving among us came to an end, and 
we are now sad to say goodbye to an associate as Pastor Alicia moves 
toward her final day with us on November 19.  Pastor Alicia has been with 
us through trying times, not the least of which was the pandemic! She 
offered Zoom sessions for youth and adults to help us maintain our 
connections. She has pastored so many of you through illness and loss. She 
has been a calming voice through many storms. Even as we express our 
gratitude, we will no doubt be nervous about the future. For a moment, we 
will be a one pastor church. I am thankful for the work that has been done 
already bringing us ever closer to having an interim lead pastor. Until then, I 
want you to know that I am with you. 

I wish that I had an unlimited supply of energy and the ability to be in three 
places at once, but alas, I don’t! I know that we will work together to 
accomplish the work that God is calling us to do in this time. I will be 
opening new lines of communication to aid this transition and I will promise 
you my love, grace, and my best. None of us can do much of anything alone, 
but together we can thrive in this particular season in our community. My 
priorities will be to celebrate our volunteer leadership, be a resource and 
hub for those volunteers, continue to look to the future, and to love this 
congregation. The last one is the easiest.  

One way to accomplish all of those things is to make it easy for you to meet 
with me. You can now schedule a time to talk either in person or via zoom 
by visiting calendly.com/pastorlydiamulkey. I ask that you do this at least 24 
hours in advance. You can use this link to schedule pastoral care, to keep 
me updated on your work within the church, or to troubleshoot a challenge. 

Continued on page 3. 

A few highlights from this month’s Messenger Bell:  Adult Ed offerings including a 

program on migration stories, page 3; early Christmas/holiday offerings, pages 5-

6; chapel window update, page 6.

https://calendly.com/pastorlydiamulkey


 

Preaching in November 
November 5 
All Saints Sunday 

Alicia Reese 

November 12 
Communion 

Lydia Mulkey 

November 19 
Healing Service 

Beth Dickerson, 
Community Minister 

November 26 
4th Sunday Offering 

Lydia Mulkey 

December 3 
Advent I: How Does a Weary 
World Rejoice? 

Lydia Mulkey 

All services are at 11 a.m. on Sundays unless otherwise 
noted. Worship is also livestreamed and the videos re-
main on the YouTube channel so that you may view 
them at a later time even if you can’t be with us on Sun-
day. 
 

CLICK HERE TO JOIN ON YOUTUBE 

First United Church’s vitally important capital fund-
raising campaign is in the home stretch.  The Campaign 
Team is urging us to fill out and submit our Commitment 
Cards right away.  Our generous response will enable us 
to improve our building’s physical access and environ-
mental sustainability, grow our social justice commit-
ments, deepen our Community of Care, and stabilize 
Church finances. 
 

Commitments are payable over a period of three to five 
years.  Payments can be made by check, credit card, or 
direct asset transfer from a financial institution.  All gifts 
are tax-deductible to the full extent permitted by law.  
Direct transfer from a retirement account, annuity, or 
other institutional source can have additional tax bene-
fits.  To arrange a direct transfer, contact your account 
manager for instructions and assistance. 
 

As always, our financial support for First United Church 
matters.  The joy of generous giving will bless our vision.  
We will to become the strong, vibrant Christian commu-
nity that God is calling us to be. Please act now! 

Update from the Interim 

Search Team 
When will we have an interim lead pastor for the time be-
tween Pastor John Edgerton and nominating a new settled 
lead pastor? 
 

We are reviewing the profiles we’ve received from both 
denominations and are beginning the interview pro-
cess.  We want to  thank those of you who have come to 
one of the Listening Sessions we’ve hosted before and 
after church.  We’ve listened for important themes that 
help us stay present to the needs of the congregation dur-
ing the important Interim time.   
 

In case you didn’t see the October Messenger Bell update, 
a short recap of it is as follows: 
 

The Interim Search Team has been working hard to find 
the right person for this important role. Over the last 
month and a half, we have met with Presbytery and UCC 
officials to make sure that we are following the correct 
processes and making the right connections. We have 
asked them many of the questions that you may have, 
such as “Can we offer the settled pastor position to a 
strong interim that we like?” (No, the denominations con-
sider this bad policy, as it may lead to “politicking that 
would not serve the church.”) Can we offer the settled po-
sition to one of our excellent associate pastors? (Again, no, 
the denominations have rules that do not allow that.) 
 

We have completed writing an abbreviated First United 
Church of Oak Park “church profile” and position an-
nouncements, which have been posted on both UCC and 
PCUSA websites.  We have also been in contact with Debo-
rah Kapp and other pastors and individuals who may have 
contacts with potential interim pastors who would be a 
good fit for our church. Some of these individuals have al-
ready been in contact with the UCC and PCUSA offices. If 
church members are aware of good candidates, please feel 
free to direct them to these websites. 
 

In the meantime, we have planned and executed listening 
sessions” to hear from you, members of the First United 
Church community, to better understand what characteris-
tics First United members hope to find in this interim lead-
er.   
 

We are pulling ideas for interview questions from infor-
mation gleaned through conversations during the Strategic 
Planning, Capital Campaign and listening sessions.  We 
hope to start initial interviews with prospective candidates 
within the next few weeks. In short we are moving with 
expediency and care to get this right!  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtFAOpHMykGgFGFDaC05j7A


 

November Adult Education 

Speaker Series 
In response to the influx of migrants and asylum seekers 
arriving in Chicago, Adult Ed will start the month of No-
vember with a two-part series on the migrants' experi-
ences, both in traveling to the United States and in facing 
the extreme difficulties of acclimatization once they ar-
rive.  Adult Ed meets on Sunday mornings in Centennial 
Hall, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 

Nov. 5 - Migrants Arriving in Chicago: Their Stories 
Asylum seekers from Venezuela will tell their migration 
stories in traveling from Venezuela to Chicago where they 
were provided temporary housing in the Chicago 15th 
District (Austin) Police Station at 5701 W. Madison. Aided 
by translator Jenelle Pedroza, they will share experiences 
and photos of their fellow travelers and the countries 
through which they traveled.  
 

Nov. 12 - Migrants Arriving in Chicago: Our Response 
As of October 5, more than 17,000 migrants have arrived 
in the city since August 2022, according to Chicago's 
Office of Emergency Management and Communications. 
What issues do they face when they arrive? Come hear 
our panelists tell what they have learned while dealing 
with this humanitarian crisis. 
• Adam Alonso is CEO of BUILD, Inc., a comprehensive 

youth service organization in Austin which has been 
responding to the needs of migrants in the 15th and 
25th police districts since 1969.  

• Annie Gomberg is a volunteer with Refugee Commu-
nity Connection, an organization which makes first 
contact when the migrants step off the bus.  

• Celine Woznica is a member of Catholic Parishes of 
Oak Park and the Police Station Response Team for 
District 15 (Austin).  

 

Nov. 19 - Facing Change led by Rev. Emily Mitchell who 
works to provide relevant and collaborative adult educa-
tion and preaching. The arc of the Christian story is one 
of transformation. "Facing Change" dives into the stories 
of the bible, including that of the Israelites as they travel 
from Egypt, through the wilderness, and into the prom-
ised land. Rev. Mitchell will lead us in unpacking common 
themes within those stories. From them, we can glean 
wisdom for navigating the periods of change we experi-
ence throughout our lives. 
 
Nov. 26 - No Sunday education classes over the Thanks-
giving weekend. 

November Book Group: The 

First Advent in Palestine  

Thursday November 2, 9, and 16 at 7-
8:30 p.m. in the homes of Claudette 
Zobel (2nd), Pauline Coffman (9th), 
and Ann Koerber (16th). Books are 
available at The Book Table and by 
online order. Please contact Elaine 
Pierce at epierce2468@gmail.com to 
sign up. 
  

Prepare your heart for Advent by join-
ing Adult Education's book discussion group. Led by Pas-
tor Lydia Mulkey, we will read and discuss Kelley Nikon-
deha's book The First Advent in Palestine: Reversals, Re-
sistance, and the Ongoing Complexity of 
Hope. Nikondeha's fresh take on Advent returns us to 
the landscape of Palestine as the geographic, socioeco-
nomic, and political backdrop for the birth of Jesus.  
  

By reading the Advent narratives of Luke and Matthew 
afresh, we revisit the Biblical story of resistance, abusive 
rulers and systems of oppression, and God coming to 
earth. Nikondeha centers the stories of modern-day Pal-
estinians to help us meet an Advent recognizable for to-
day. This thought-provoking examination invites us into 
an honest season of discovery that still wonders at the 
goodness of God's grace. 

Shift, Continued from Page 1.  
 

I will not have the time or energy to show up to every 
meeting or to do all that three pastors used to do, but I 
will be able to serve as an information hub and support 
the many volunteers who will continue to keep our 
community a place where all are loved and justice is 
done. 
 

I find that in times of transition, it helps me to focus on 
gratitude. It just so happens that this transition will 
begin during this season of Thanksgiving. So, I hope you 
will take a moment to think about First United and what 
you are grateful for in this community. Don’t hesitate to 
share those things with each other and with me. I’ll go 
first. I am grateful for the one hour each week when I 
know I will see familiar faces, sing hymns I love, and 
listen to words that comfort and challenge me. With 
thankful hearts, let’s continue to be the church 
together. 

With love, 
Pastor Lydia 

mailto:epierce2468@gmail.com


 

A Prayer for Peace in Israel and 

Palestine 
By Rose Marie Berger 
 

“They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy moun-
tain...” —Isaiah 11:9 
 

God of Comfort, 
send your Spirit to encompass all those whose lives are 
torn apart by violence and death in Israel and Palestine. 
You are the Advocate of the oppressed and the One 
whose eye is on the sparrow. 
Let arms reach out in healing, rather than aggression. 
Let hearts mourn rather than militarize. 
 

God of Justice, 
give strength to those whose long work for a just peace 
might seem fruitless now.  
Strengthen their resolve. 
Do not let them feel alone.  
Show us how to support their work and bolster their 
courage.  
Guide religious leaders to model unity and reconcilia-
tion across lines of division. 
Guide political leaders to listen with their hearts as they 
seek peace and pursue it. 
Help all people choose the rigorous path of just peace 
and disavow violence. 
 

God of Love, 
we lift up Palestine and Israel — its people, its land, its 
creatures. 
War is a monster that consumes everything in its path. 
Peace is a gift shared at meals of memory with Chris-
tians, Muslims, and Jews. 
Let us burn incense, not children. Let us break bread, 
not bodies. 
Let us plant olive groves, not cemeteries. 
We beg for love and compassion to prevail on all your 
holy mountains. 
 

God of Hope, 
we lift up the cities of the region: Gaza City and Tel Aviv, 
Ramallah and Ashkelon, Deir El Balah and Sderot, so 
long divided, yet so filled with life and creativity. 
Come again to breathe peace on your peoples that all 
may recognize you. 
 

God of Mercy, 
even now work on the hearts of combatants 
to choose life over death, reconciliation over retaliation, 

restoration over destruction. Help us resist antisemitism 
in all its forms, especially in our own churches.  
All people, Israelis and Palestinians, deserve to live in 
peace and unafraid, with a right to determine  their fu-
ture together. 
 

God of the Nations, 
let not one more child or elder be sacrificed on altars of 
political expediency. 
Keep safe all people from unjust leaders who would ex-
ploit vulnerability for their own distorted ends. 
Give wise discernment to those making decisions to 
pursue peace. 
Provide them insight into fostering well-being, freedom, 
and thriving for all. 
Teach all of us to resolve injustices with righteousness, 
not rockets. 
Guard our hearts against retaliation, and give us hearts 
for love alone. 
 

Strengthen our faith in you, O God of All Flesh, 
even when we don’t have clear answers, 
so that we may still offer ourselves nonviolently for the 
cause of peace. 
Amen. 

Fourth Sunday Report  
In September, $1,038 was raised in the offering to sup-
port the Pastoral Emergency Fund, a pastor-guided dis-
cretionary fund to aid members in need. Thank you to all 
who donated! 

House To Home Success! 
Thank you! Thank you! On October 18, First United’s 
2023 House to Home Project committee delivered four 
"kits" of new supplies and household items donated by 
First United members to Housing Forward in Maywood. 
Now Housing Forward clients who have been in interim 
housing (hotels, shelters) will have new supplies (paper 
towels, laundry detergent, etc.) and new items 
(microwave, sheets, plates, etc.) to help them to experi-
ence housing stability when they move to their own 
apartments. First United has once again played an ac-
tive, important part in helping Housing Forward to 
achieve their goal of ending homelessness in our area. 
Thank you to everyone who donat-
ed goods and funds as well as those 
who organized, packed and deliv-
ered the items! 



 

It’s (Almost) Here: The Alterna-

tive Christmas Store  
 

December 3, 10 and 17  
Before and After Services 
Cash or check only please 

 

Private Sale Event at Ten Thousand  
Villages Store 

121 N Marion St, Oak Park 
December 6 from 6 to 8 PM 

 

The Alternative Christmas 
Store (ACS) is a First United 
tradition that invites us to 
live into Advent and fulfill 
our mission of 
“empowering people by 
changing structures.”  At 
the store you can choose a gift or make a donation that 
helps bring genuine and lasting change to those who 
need it most.  All items purchased benefit our local mis-
sion partners and/or support international fair trade. 
We also offer a way to donate directly to some of our 
Faith in Action Mission Partners. 
 

In addition we will host a “Private Shopping Event” at 
Ten Thousand Villages on Wednesday, December 6 
from 6 to 8 p.m.  Fifteen percent of the night’s profits 
will be donated to our local mission partners.  Come 
and shop, bring a friend (they don’t have to be a First 
United Member), and enjoy some good company, wine, 
cheese, and other refreshments.  
 

Our local Mission Partners benefitting from the sale are:  
Beyond Hunger, Learning Edge, BUILD, Housing For-
ward, New Moms, and Lighthouse Foundation. Interna-
tional organizations aided this year include: Church 
World Service, Equal Exchange, SERRV, Seraj Library, 
and Gbarnga Mission, Liberia. 
 

We are looking for a few good volunteers on sale days 
to help customers choose items and keep the tables 
looking good.  All you need is a little enthusiasm, no ex-
perience needed.  This is a fun way to get involved and 
to meet new people.  Contact Teri Omert or Deb Morris 
to get involved.  Need Teri or Deb’s contact infor-
mation? Reach out to the church office 
(office@firstunitedoakpark.com). 

Holiday Food and Gift Basket 

Starts Now! 
You can be part of the effort to supply holiday gifts for 
some 2,200 local individuals who otherwise wouldn’t 
receive a present by sponsoring individuals and families 
through this Community of Congregations program.  
 

Pick up gift tags on November Sundays, starting Novem-
ber 5, before and after worship in the church lounge. 
Look for Sher Watts Spooner by the little Christmas tree.  
 

All gifts, wrapped and tagged, are due back at church on 
Sunday, December 3. We'll also need drivers on Mon-
day night, December 4. Questions? Contact Sher 
(sandaspooner@comcast.net; 708-214-8234). 
 
 

Tickets Now on Sale! 
The Oriana Singers, City Voices, and Pro Musica Youth 
Chorus will ring in the season with the holiday spectacu-
lar “Sing We Joyous,” now in its 18th year. Directed by 
William Chin, this treasured Oak Park winter tradition 
returns with the usual mix of seasonal music and family-
friendly hijinks. Enjoy traditional settings of "Angels We 
Have Heard on High" and "Tomorrow Shall Be My Danc-
ing Day" along with William Byrd’s “Sing Joyfully,” Mel 
Torme’s “The Christmas Song” and a rousing rendition 
of Three Dog Night’s “Joy to the World,” capped off 
with a zany send-up of “The Twelve Days of Christmas.” 
 

Performances are December 9 at 7:30 p.m. and Decem-
ber 10 at 4 p.m. at First United. Tickets are $30; 18 and 
under free.  Visit oriana.org to purchase and for more 
information.   

mailto:office@firstunitedoakpark.com
mailto:sandaspooner@comcast.net
https://www.oriana.org/sing-we-joyous


 

FCS on Thursdays 
Fostering Connection and Sup-
port meets weekly on Zoom for 
a time of prayer, connection, 
and support.  Rev. Beth Dicker-
son joins us to facilitate conver-
sation. Come when you’d like. 
Stay as long as you can. The 
group meets virtually on Thursdays at 10 a.m.  Click here 
to join. 

Dinner & A Movie 
Friday, November 10: Ma Rainey's 
Black Bottom; In this adaptation of 
August Wilson's play, blues legend 
Ma Rainey is in top form as she re-
ports for a recording session in Chi-
cago -- and she's not about to be 
controlled by her white manager or 
her ambitious trumpet player. Din-
ner at 6:00 ($5 donation); movie at 
6:30 (free). Please use this Signup-
Genius link to rsvp.  Questions? Reach out to Ron Haas 
(haas.inchicago@comcast.com).  

Chapel Window Restoration 
You may have noticed the front windows from the Me-
morial Chapel are boarded over.  No, we were not hit 
by vandals. Earlier this fall, the Building and Grounds 
team arranged for Drehobl Art Glass to remove and re-
store the leading in the windows to preserve their 
structural integrity.  Winter is a traditionally “slow” sea-
son in the art glass world. By allowing Drehobl to com-
plete the window restoration in their workshop through 
the winter, we realized a significant cost savings.  The 
windows will be reinstalled in the early spring when the 
weather is advantageous. This project was generously 
paid for through the John and Susan Zaruba Fund.    

Satisfy Your Sweet Tooth: FUSH 

Cookie Bake 
FUSH Cookie Bake is happening the first week of De-
cember. Cookies will be on sale Sunday, December 
10th, on a first come, first serve, basis! 
 Gingerbread Biscotti 
 Oatmeal Craisin Cookies 
 Holiday M&M Sugar Cookies 
 Assorted  

Prime Time Lunch and Carol 

Sing Coming in December 
Prime Time is planning a holiday soup luncheon and 
Christmas carol sing-along at noon on Monday, Decem-
ber 11 in Centennial Hall. Come enjoy delicious soup 
and be ready to sing some favorite carols. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84370684085?pwd=Ty9hMktkTW5SL3FTWkxrS2VmZWNKZz09
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C4CAFA622A02-45462402-november
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C4CAFA622A02-45462402-november
mailto:haas.inchicago@comcast.com
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We lift up the prayers that have been shared in worship. 
 

For the wider world: 
• PEACE! For Just peace and reconciliation   
• Peace in the middle East, Ukraine, our streets  
• All Palestinian people grieving, living in fear, and without 

basic necessities   
• All Israeli victims and loved ones affected by the Hamas 

attack  
• Dignified healthcare for all people  
• World leaders and governments, may they be guided by 

wisdom and compassion  
• Our trans siblings facing so many threats and hatred  
• The Libyan people struggling in the aftermath of flooding   
 

For those in our midst:  
• Don Register  
• Jerry Sebesta  
• Don Lennie  
• The Swans moving to California  
• The Mrkvickas moving to Michigan  
• All those mourning Ryan Deffet, a young teacher and 

mentor to our youth  
• A sister undergoing chemotherapy, give her strength and 

peace  
• A mother and brothers, watch over and protect them  
• Restore my faith so I can live with peace in my heart  
• A son who lost his job  
• A daughter, Emily, awaiting medical testing  
• Leslie, undergoing and recovering from surgery  
 

For the joys in our lives: 
• The life and celebration of life for our brother in Christ, Bob 

Haisman  
• Life, good health, and a loving partner  
• Thank you, Lord, for one more day  
• The delight of little children running and laughing   
• The chance to reconnect and renew old friendships at a 40th 

high school reunion  
• Getting to enjoy a beautiful day  
• Celebration of our 90+ year old members   
• For miracles already done 

RECENT EVOTIONALS  
 

Click here  to read our most recent evotionals 
online.   

Love Lifts Us Up Where We 

Belong 

Dirk Labuschagne 

May All the Children Tara Dull 

Striving Together Ally Vertigan 

https://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/evotionals-2/

