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An open community united in love and justice 
 



                                                   Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
When I let go of what I am, I become what I might be. When I let go of what I have, I 
receive what I need. — Lao Tzu 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                 Sanctuary Orchestra 
Symphony from Chandos Anthem No. 3,  
Have mercy upon me, O God by George Frideric Handel           
 

WELCOME                                                                             Pastor Lydia Mulkey                                                                                                         
   

NOMINATING TESTIMONIAL                                                             Rick Pollock 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                   Adie Magnuson 
Church, here we are again, gathered together.  
Some of us here for the music, some for the inspiration, and some for the 
connection.  
We are all here to practice our faith.  
Now is the time to give thanks, to unload our hearts, to share our lives, and 
to hear the old stories again.  
So, friends, let us worship God.  
         

*PASSING THE PEACE 
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you.  
 

*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir 
O Jesus Christ, May Grateful Hymns (Black hymnal no. 212)      & Congregation 
O Jesus Christ, may grateful hymns be rising,  
in every city for your love and care;  
Inspire our worship, grant the glad surprising  
that your blessed Spirit rouses everywhere.   
 

Grant us new courage, never proud, but humble,  
strong in your strength to venture and to dare;  
To lift the fallen, guide the ones who stumble,  



seek out the lonely and God’s mercy share. 
 

Show us your Spirit, brooding o’er each city,  
as you once wept above Jerusalem,  
Seeking to gather all in love and pity,  
and healing those who touch your garment’s hem.   
 

PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                          Pastor Phil Price 
 

CANTATA                                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
Second movement from Chandos Anthem No. 3,                              & Orchestra    
Have mercy upon me, O God by George Frideric Handel  
Have mercy upon me, O God, after thy great goodness:  
according to the multitude of thy mercies do away mine offences.  
 

INVITATION TO THE CHILDREN 
 

ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
 

MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                              Sanctuary Choir 
Give Me a Clean Heart (Black hymnal no. 188)                            & Congregation 
Give me a clean heart so I may serve you. 
God, fix my heart so that I may be used by you.   
For I’m not worthy of all these blessings.   
Give me a clean heart and I’ll follow you.    
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
BAPTISM OF CALIN CHOW JANSEN                                  Pastor Lydia Mulkey 

AND CRAIG CHOW JANSEN 
 

COMMUNITY COVENANT 
In this act of surpassing grace, we witness the power of God. In baptism, we 
become newly aware of God’s abundant love and mercy. God calls each of us 
wherever we are, whoever we are, to share in the joy of God’s presence in a 
community of faith. As people who strive to follow Jesus Christ more closely 
each day, we welcome you, Calin and Craig, to our common journey. Trusting 
God, we offer you our support and care.   



*HYMN OF ILLUMINATION                                                           Sanctuary Choir 
Again We Keep This Solemn Fast (Black hymnal no. 187)                 & Congregation 
Again we keep this solemn fast, a gift of faith from ages past,  
This Lent which binds us lovingly to faith and hope and charity. 
 

The law and prophets from of old in figured ways this Lent foretold, 
Which Christ, all ages’ Sovereign guide, in these last days has sanctified. 
 

More sparing, therefore, let us make the words we speak, the food we take  
Our sleep, our laughter, every sense, learn peace through holy penitence. 
 

Let us avoid each harmful way that lures the careless mind astray;  
By watchful prayer our spirits free from scheming of the Enemy. 
 

We pray, O blessed Three-in-One, our God while endless ages run,  
That this, our Lent of forty days, may bring us growth and give you praise. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING – JOHN 2:1-12                                   Adie Magnuson                                                       
 

SERMON                                                                                      Pastor Ben Lynch 

FASTING:  THE ART OF FEASTING ON WHAT’S GOOD  
 

MEDITATION 
What is giving you life right now? What is not helping your spirit thrive that 
you can “leave behind”?                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                         

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
CALL TO THE OFFERING                                                       Pastor Lydia Mulkey 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                                            Sanctuary Choir 
Sixth movement from Chandos Anthem No. 3,                                   & Orchestra 
Have mercy upon me, O God by George Frideric Handel   
Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness:  
that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.  
 

DOXOLOGY 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER        Pastor Lydia Mulkey                   
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.                 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors;    
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,    
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.    
Amen.   
                            

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                               Sanctuary Choir       
Take My Life, God, Let It Be (Black hymnal no. 448)                      & Congregation 
Take my life, God, let it be consecrated faithfully.   
Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

Take my spirit, let it move at the impulse of your love.   
Take my intellect and use all its powers as you choose. 
 

Take my will; your will be done!  Make your will and mine be one.   
Take my heart, and by your grace make of it your dwelling place. 
 

Take my love and help it grow; let my loving overflow.  
Take me now, and help me be part of Christ’s community.   
                                   

INVITATION TO JOIN THE CIRCLE                                        Pastor Lydia Mulkey          
 

*BLESSING                                                                                            Pastor Ben Lynch                                                                 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                          Sanctuary Choir                                                                               
Siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’ (Black hymnal no. 526)       & Congregation   
We are marching in the light of God, we are marching in the light of God.      
We are marching in the light of God, we are marching in the light of God.     
We are marching, Oo, we are marching in the light of God.     
We are marching, Oo, we are marching in the light of God.     
 

 



POSTLUDE                             Bobby Nguyen 
Chaconne by Louis Couperin 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Today’s Guest Preacher: Ben Lynch 
Ben and his spouse, Hailey, have served as the co-pastors of Fair Oaks Presbyterian Church 
since 2017. Before moving to Illinois, his career in ministry took him all over the country, 
serving at a variety of churches from South Texas to Manhattan to the Gulf Coast of 
Florida. Ben & Hailey have two children, Asher and Junia, who are growing up very, very 
quickly but remain wonderfully precocious and full of joy.   

 



EVENTS AND UPDATES 
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.     
 

Adult Ed: Environmental Justice Takes Center Stage Next Sunday 

Join activist and attorney Naomi Davis for “The Sustainable Square Mile and Black 
Community Development” followed by journalist Juanpablo Ramirez-Franco who presents 
“Climate Change and Community-Based Environmental Justice.”  We start at 9:30 a.m. in 
Centennial Hall to get as much time as possible with these knowledgeable presenters. 
 

Church School Leads Worship Next Sunday  
Make sure you join us in worship next Sunday as the Church School kids have prepared 
special music to share for Lent. 
 

Maundy Thursday Planning Is Underway! 
Maundy Thursday is March 28 and planning is underway. As is our tradition, 
we will start our worship with a simple meal gathered around tables in 
Centennial Hall before processing through the tunnels to the sanctuary for 
a Tenebrae service. We invite you to help make this service a wonderful 
experience for all. Please use the QR code to sign up for bread-baking, set 
up or clean up shifts, or to host a table.  You can also call the office to sign 
up. 
 

Messy Church on Palm Sunday 
Church school kids should report to the gym for church school.  on March 24 for messy 
projects and fun! After we’re finished, we’ll come down to the sanctuary together in time 
for the palm processional.  
 

No Education Programs on Easter Sunday 
Please note that Adult Ed and Church School programs will not meet on Easter Sunday, 
March 31. 
 

First United Is Closed on Easter Monday . . . No Foolin’ 
We’re not playing April Fools’ tricks, the Church will be closed on Easter Monday, April 1 as 
staff takes a moment to breathe and enjoy their chocolate Easter bunnies. 

 

 



WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ.  
We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding 
our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to 
full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & ministry. 
 

LEARNING MORE ABOUT FIRST UNITED 
Interested in learning more about First United Church?  Look for members wearing gold 
buttons, talk to Pastor Lydia, or join us for a Newcomers class held three times per year.  
Next class to be held late winter or early spring. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of forms, 
from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning Speaker Series. Weekly Bible study and 
Speaker Series meet during Sunday education hour at 9:45 a.m.   
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books are 
available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and quiet play for 
children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 a.m., 
September through mid-May, we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with 
singing, praying, and creating. Contact Lydia Mulkey (lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com) to 
learn more. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
Are you interested in singing in worship with our Sanctuary Choir? Rehearsals are 
Wednesday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., September through May. For more 
information contact Bill Chin (bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 7 p.m. here at the church, September 
through mid-May. Contact Lydia Mulkey (lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more 
information.  
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Interim Lead Pastor:  Phil Price – pprice@firstunitedoakpark.com  

                        Associate Pastor for Education: Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com                       
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