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An open community united in love and justice 
 

 



                                                   Bold text indicates congregation participation 
*Indication to stand in body or spirit 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
Two of the greatest hungers in our world today are the hunger for spirituality and the hunger 
for social change. The connection between the two is the one the world is waiting for, 
especially the new generation. And the first hunger will empower the second.  
                                                                                                                                           ― Jim Wallis  
 

PRELUDE                                                Bobby Nguyen 
Adagio e dolce from Trio Sonata No. 3 by J. S. Bach         
 

WELCOME                                                                                   Pastor Phil Price                                                                                                         
   

NOMINATING TESTIMONIAL                                                            Elaine Pierce 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                       
Out beyond our imagination for freedom, there is an even more expansive 
landscape of liberation—   
There, the Holy waits for us.    
Out beyond our dreams for belonging, there is an even more vast skyscape of 
connection—  
There, the Holy waits for us.   
Out beyond our cries for justice, there is an even deeper well of 
reparations—   
There, the Holy waits for us. 
         

*PASSING THE PEACE 
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you.  
 

*OPENING HYMN                                                                        Sanctuary Choir 
Lift Every Voice and Sing (Black hymnal no. 593)                          & Congregation 
Lift every voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring,  
ring with the harmonies of liberty;   
Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies, 
let it resound loud as the rolling sea.  
Sing a song full of the faith that the harsh past has taught us,  



Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;  
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,  
let us march on till victory is won. 
 

Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod,  
felt in the days when hope unborn had died;   
Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet,  
come to the place for which our people sighed?   
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,  
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,  
Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last  
where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,  
God who has brought us thus far on the way;  
God, who by your might, led us into the light,  
keep us forever in the path, we pray.   
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met you,  
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, forget you;  
Shadowed beneath your hand, may we forever stand,  
true to our God, true to our native land.   
 

PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS                                                         Pastor Phil Price 
Faithful One, as we give thanks for your prophets and their words of freedom, 
we grieve the ways injustice takes its toll on all who work for justice. We pray 
that we may be a community that listens, responds, and offers support and 
solidarity to all your sacred truth-tellers and holy rabble-rousers. We pray 
that we may also be a community full of your sacred truth-tellers and holy 
rabble-rousers. Until the Kin-dom come, may it be so.   
 

Time for silent prayer 
 

ASSURANCE OF LOVE 
Jesus has come into the world not to condemn it, but to set us free by love. 
Know the grace of God surrounds you and keeps you in love now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

 



MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                              Sanctuary Choir 
Give Me a Clean Heart (Black hymnal no. 188)                            & Congregation 
Give me a clean heart so I may serve you. 
God, fix my heart so that I may be used by you.   
For I’m not worthy of all these blessings.   
Give me a clean heart and I’ll follow you.    
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                               Pastor Lydia Mulkey                   
 

*HYMN OF ILLUMINATION                                                           Sanctuary Choir 
O For a World (Black hymnal no. 575)                                                   & Congregation 
O for a world where everyone respects each other’s ways,  
Where love is lived and all is done with justice and with praise. 
 

O for a world where goods are shared and misery relieved,  
Where truth is spoken, children spared, equality achieved. 
 

We welcome one world family and struggle with each choice  
That opens us to unity and gives our vision voice. 
 

The poor are rich, the weak are strong, the foolish ones are wise.   
Tell all who mourn: outcasts belong, who perishes will rise. 
 

O for a world preparing for God’s glorious reign of peace,  
Where time and tears will be no more, and all but love will cease.   
 

SCRIPTURE READING – HEBREWS 11:23-28                                Elaine Pierce                                                                 
 

SERMON – JUSTICE                                                               Pastor Lydia Mulkey                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                         

MEDITATION                                                        Worship, Music & Arts Team 
When have you been transformed by doing justice? How can you make doing 
justice a spiritual practice in your life?  
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
CALL TO THE OFFERING & COMMUNION                              Pastor Phil Price 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                                            Sanctuary Choir 
Freedom Is Coming 
Oh Freedom, Oh Freedom  
Oh Freedom, Freedom is coming  
Oh yes I know, Oh yes I know  
   

Oh Jesus, Oh Jesus  
Oh Jesus, Jesus is coming  
Oh yes I know, Oh yes I know  
   
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER        Pastor Lydia Mulkey                   
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.                 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors;    
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,    
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.    
Amen.   
                            

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                               Sanctuary Choir       
We Shall Overcome (Black hymnal no. 570, vv. 1, 2, 5, 6)            & Congregation 
We shall overcome, we shall overcome, we shall overcome some day;  
Oh deep in my heart, I do believe, we shall overcome some day.  
 

We’ll go hand in hand, . . . some day. 
 

The truth shall make us free, . . . some day. 
 

We shall live in peace, . . . some day. 
                                   

INVITATION TO JOIN THE CIRCLE                                      Pastor Phil Price             



*BLESSING                                                                                      Pastor Lydia Mulkey                                                               
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                                          Sanctuary Choir                                                                               
Siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’ (Black hymnal no. 526)       & Congregation   
We are marching in the light of God, we are marching in the light of God.      
We are marching in the light of God, we are marching in the light of God.     
We are marching, Oo, we are marching in the light of God.     
We are marching, Oo, we are marching in the light of God.     
 

POSTLUDE                             Bobby Nguyen 
Prelude in G Minor by J. S. Bach, arr. by Max Reger  
 
BULLETIN ART 
Exodus: Journeys of Liberation by Carl Dixon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND UPDATES 
Below is just a sampling of the news and events at First United. You can find our full 
calendar at firstunitedoakpark.com/calendar. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark) for our weekly newsletter and lots more.     
 

Share How You Are Embracing Spiritual Practices This Lent  
Watch the First United Facebook page for questions and prompts about how you might 
embrace different spiritual practices this Lenten season. We invite you to share your 
experiences in the comments. If you haven’t already, please visit 
facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark and follow us!   
  

Adult Ed Gets Trashy Next Week! 
Adult Ed con�nues its series on environmental stewardship and jus�ce next week with 
“Trash science: what do we know and what can be done?” by Dr. Timothy Hoellein, 
Professor, Department of Biology, Loyola University Chicago. Learn about research in trash 
ecology, including global rates of plastic production, accumulation, and disposal, and what 
ongoing local research is discovering.  See you Sunday at 9:30 in Centennial Hall! 
  

Resettlement Task Force Homegoods Donation Drop Off, March 4 
As the Oak Park Resettlement Task Force works toward stabilizing migrant families into 
apartments, household goods are needed. Drop off home goods on Monday, March 4, 
between 6 and 8 p.m. at Boulevard Presbyterian Church (607 Harvard Ave, Oak Park). Park 
on Harvard. Specific needs include silverware, juice/water pitchers, dish soap, hand soap, 
laundry detergent, toilet paper, paper towels, brooms, dustpans, and laundry baskets. 
Please, no clothing and no more coffee mugs!  For more information, contact Tara Dull at 
tdull@sbcglobal.net. 
   

Maundy Thursday Planning Is Underway! 
Maundy Thursday is March 28 and planning is underway. As is our tradition, 
we will start our worship with a simple meal gathered around tables in 
Centennial Hall before processing through the tunnels to the sanctuary for 
a Tenebrae service. We invite you to help make this service a wonderful 
experience for all. Please use the QR code to sign up for bread-baking, set 
up or clean up shifts, or to host a table.  You can also call the office to sign 
up. 
 

 
 

mailto:tdull@sbcglobal.net


WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED!  
We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ.  
We seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding 
our unity in Christ.  We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to 
full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in membership & ministry. 
 

LEARNING MORE ABOUT FIRST UNITED 
Interested in learning more about First United Church?  Look for members wearing gold 
buttons, talk to Pastor Lydia, or join us for a Newcomers class held three times per year.  
Next class to be held late winter or early spring. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Faith formation doesn’t end after Church School.  Adult Education takes a variety of forms, 
from small, group Bible studies to Sunday morning Speaker Series. Weekly Bible study and 
Speaker Series meet during Sunday education hour at 9:45 a.m.   
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP & OUR NURSERY 
We love to have children in worship!  Age-appropriate worship activities and books are 
available as you enter the sanctuary.  We also offer safe, quality childcare and quiet play for 
children five and under in our nursery.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School is for children ages birth through 8th grade. Meeting Sundays at 9:45 a.m., 
September through mid-May, we tell stories of the Bible using a lens of love and justice with 
singing, praying, and creating. Contact Lydia Mulkey (lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com) to 
learn more. 
 
MUSIC MINISTRIES  
Are you interested in singing in worship with our Sanctuary Choir? Rehearsals are 
Wednesday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., September through May. For more 
information contact Bill Chin (bill@firstunitedoakpark.com). 
 
YOUTH PROGRAMS – FUJI (JR. HIGH) & FUSH (SR. HIGH) 
The youth groups meet on Sunday evenings from 5 – 7 p.m. here at the church, September 
through mid-May. Contact Lydia Mulkey (lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com) for more 
information.  
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK 
an open community united in love & justice 
www.firstunitedoakpark.com | facebook.com/firstunitedoakpark 
Interim Lead Pastor:  Phil Price – pprice@firstunitedoakpark.com  

                        Associate Pastor for Education: Lydia Mulkey – lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com                       
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